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m^quqm memento rebut in arthds 
Servare mentemi non aecHa in bimit 

Ab insolenti temperatam 
Latitid moriture DeU* 

HoR.3. Od.ii. 1. 
Be calm, my Delias, ami serene, 
Howeyer fortune change the scene. 
In thy most dejected state. 
Sink not underneath the weight ; 
Nor yet, when happy days begin. 
And the full tide comes rolling in» 
Let a fierce, unruly joy 
The scttl'd quiet of thy mind destroy. 

Anon. 

I HAVE always preferred cheerfulness to mirtl 
The latter I consider as an act, the former as a 
habit of the mind. Mirth is short and transien 
cheerfulness fixed and permanent. Those ai 
often raised into the greatest transports of mirl 
who are subject to the greatest depressions < 
melancholy. On the contrary, cheerfulnes 
though it docs not give the- mind such an exqiiist 

b2 
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gladnesS) prevents us from fallinjg; into any dept 
of sorrow. Mirth is like a flash of lightning, tl 
breaks through a gloom of clouds, and glitters 1 
a moment ; cheemilness keeps up a kind of di 
light in the mind, and fills it with a steady a 
perpetual serenity. 

Men of austere principles look upon mirth 
too wanton and dissolute fbr a state of probatic 
and as filled with a certain triumph and insolen 
of heart that is inconsistent with a life which 
every moment obnoxious to the greatest dangei 
Writers of this complexion have observed, th 
the Sacred Person who was the great pattern 
perfection was never seen to laugh. 

Cheerfulness of mind is not liable to any 
these exceptions ; it is of a serious and compose 
nature ; it does not throw the mind into a conditio 
improper for the present state of humanity, and 
very conspicuous in the characters of those wl 
are looked upon as the greatest philosophe 
among the heathens, as well as among those wl 
liave been deservedly esteemed as saints and ho 
men among Christians. 

If we consider cheerfulness in three light 
VUh regard to ourselves, to those we convert 
vith, and to the great Author of our being, it wi 
tiot a little recommend itself on each of these a 
counts. The man who is possessed of this exce 
lent frame of mind, is not only easy in his thought 
but a perfect master of all the powers and faculti< 
of his soul. His imagination is ulways clear, ar 
his judgment undisturbed; his temper is ev< 
and unruffled, whether in action or in solitud 
He comes with relish to all those goods whic 
nature has provided for him, tastes all the pleasun 
of the creation which are poured about him> ac 
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does not feel the full weight of those accidental 
evils which may befal him. 

If we consider him in relation to the persons 
whom he converses with, it naturally produces 
love and good«will towards him. A cheerful 
mind is not only disposed to be affable and oblig- 
ing ; but raises the same good-humour in those 
who come within its influence. A man finds him* 
self pleased) he does not know why, with the 
cheerfulness of his companion. It is like a sud- 
den sunshine that awakens a secret delight in the 
mind, without her attending to it. The heart re- 
joices of its own accord, and naturally flows out 
into friendship and benevolence towards the per- 
son who has so kindly an effect upon it. 

When I consider this cheerful state of mind in 
its third relation, I cannot but look upon it as a 
constant habitual gratitude to the great Author of 
nature. An inward cheerfulness is an implicit 
praise and thanksgiving to Providence under all 
its dispensations. It is a kind of acquiescence in 
the state wherein we are placed, and a secret ap- 
probation of the divine will in his conduct towards 
man. 

There are but two things which, in my opinion, 
can reasonably deprive us of this cheerfulness of 
heart. The first of these is the sense of guilt. A 
man who lives in a state of vice and impenitence 
cs^ have no title to that evenness and tranquillity 
of mind which is the health of the soul and the na- 
tural effect of virtue and innocence. Cheerful- 
ness in an ill man deserves a harder name than 
language can furnish us with, and is many de- 
grees beyond what we commonly call folly or 
madness. 

Atheism, by which I mean a disbelief of a Su- 
preme Being, and consequently of a future state. 
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under whatsoever titles it shelters itself, may like- 
wise very reasonably deprive a man of this cheer- 
fulness of temper. There is something so parti- 
cularly gloomy and offensive to human nature in 
the prospect of non-existence, that I cannot but 
wonder, with many excellent writers, how it is 
possible for a man to outlive the expectation of it. 
For my own part, I think the being of a God is so 
little to be doubted, that it is almost the only truth 
we are sure of; and such a truth as we meet with 
in every object, in every occurrence, and in every 
thought. If we look into the characters of this 
tribe of infidels, we generally Rnd they are made 
up of pride, spleen, and cavil. It is indeed no 
wonder, that men who are uneasy to themselves 
should be so to the rest T)f the world ; and how is 
it possible for a man to be otherwise than uneasy 
in himself, who is in danger every moment of 
losing his entire existence and dropping into no- 
thing I 

The vicious man and atheist have therefore no 
pretence to cheerfulness, and would act very un- 
reasonably should they endeavour after it. It is 
impossible for any one to live in good humour, 
and enjoy his present existence, who is appre- 
hensive either of torment or of annihilation ; of 
being miserable, or of not being at all. 

After having mentioned these two great prinr 
ciples, which are destructive of cheerfulness, in 
their own nature, as well as in right reason, I 
cannot tliink of any other that ought to banish 
this happy temper from a virtuous mind. Pain 
and sickness, shame and reproach, poverty and 
old age, nay death itself, considering the short- 
ness of their duration, and the advantage we may 
reap from them, do not deserve the name of evils. 
A good mind may bear up under them with for- 
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titude, i!i^ith indolence, and with cheerfulness of 
heart. The tossing of a tempest does not dis- 
compose him, which he is sure will bring him to 
a joyful harbour. 

A man who uses his best endeavours to lire ac- 
cording to the dictates of virtue and right reason 
has two perpetual sources of cheerfulness, in the 
consideration of his own nature, and of that Being 
on whom he has a dependence. If he looks into 
hlinself, he cannot but rejoice in that existence 
which is so lately bestowed upon him, and which 
after millions of ages, will be still new, and still 
in its beginning. How many selfrcongratulations 
naturally rise in the mind, when it reflects on this 
its entrance into eternity, when it takes a' view of 
those improveable faculties which in a few years, 
and even at its first setting-out, have made so con- 
siderable a progress, and which will still be re- 
ceiving an increase of perfection, and consequent- 
ly an increase of happiness ! The consciousness 
of such a being spreads a perpetual diffusion of 
joy through the soul of a virtuous man, and makes 
him look upon himself every moment as more 
happy than he knows how to conceive. 

The second source of cheerfulness to a good 
mind is the consideration of that Being on whom 
we have our dependence, and in whom, though 
we behold him as yet but in the first faint disco- 
veries of his perfections, we see every thing that 
we can imagine as great, glorious, or amiable. 
We find ourselves every where upheld by his 
goodness, and surrounded with an immensity of 
love and mercy. In short, we depend upon a 
Being, whose power qualifies him to make us 
happy by an infinity of means, whose goodness and 
truth engage him to make those happy who desire 
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it of hinf^, and whofte unchangeableness will secure 
us in this happiness to all eternity. 

Such considerations, which erevy one should 
perpetually cherish in his thoughts, will banish 
from us all that secret heaviness of heart which 
unthinking men are subject to when they lie un- 
der no resd afRiction : all that anguish which we 
ms^ feel from ahy evil that actually oppresses us, 
to which I may likewise add those little cracklings 
of mirth and folly that are apter to betray virtue 
than support it ; and establish in us such an even 
and cheerful temper, as makes us pleasing to 
ourselves, to those with whom we converse, and 
to Him whom we were made to please. 

I. 
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Hahea cor^tentem reum, T u l l. 

The accused confesies hia guilt 

I OUGHT not to have neglected a request of one of 
my correspondents so long as I have ; but I dare 
say I have given him time to add practice to pro- 
fession. He sent me some time ago a bottle or 
two of excellent wine, to drink the health of a 
gentleman who had by the penny-post advertised 
him of an egregious error in his conduct. My 
correspondent received the obligation from an 
unknown hand with the candour which is natural 
to an ingenuous mind ; and promises a contrary 
behaviour in that point for the future. He will 
offend his monitor with no more errors of that 
kind, but thanks him for his benevolence. This 
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frank carriage makes me reflect upon the amiable 
atonement a man makes in an ingenuous acknow- 
ledgment of a &ult. All such miscarriages as 
flow from inadvertency are more than repaid by- 
it ; for reason, though not concerned in the injury, 
employs all its force in the atonement. ' He that 
says, he did not design to disoblige you in such 
an action, does as much as if he should tell you, 
that though the circumstance which displeased 
was never in his thoughts, he has that respect for 
you, that he is unsatisfied till it is wholly out of 
yours. It must be confessed, that when an ac- 
knowledgment of an offence is made out of poor- 
ness of spirit, and not conviction of heart, the cir- 
cumstance is quite different. But in the case of 
ray correspondent, where both the notice is taken, 
.and the return made in private, the affair begins 
and ends with the highest grace on each side. 
To make the acknowledgment of a fault in the 
highest manner graceful, it is lucky when the cir- 
cumstances of the offender place him above any 
ill consequences from the resentment of the per- 
son offended. A dauphin of France, upon a re- 
view of the army, and a command of the king to 
alter the posture of it by a march of one of the 
wings, gave an improper order to an officer at the 
head of a brigade, who told his highness, he pre- 
sumed he had not received the last orders, which 
were to move a contrary way. The prince, in- 
stead of taking the admonition, which was deliv- 
ered in a manner that accounted for his error 
with safety to his understanding, shaked a cane at 
the officer, and, with the return of opprobrious 
language, persisted in his own orders. The whole 
matter came necessarily before the king, who com- 
manded his son, on foot, to lay his right hand on 
the gentleman's stirrup as he sat on horseback in 
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sight of the whole army, and ask his pardon. When 
the piince touched his stirrup, and was going to 
speak, the officer, with an incredible agility, threw 
himself on the earth, and kissed his feet. 

The body is very little concerned in the pleasure 
or sufferings of souls truly great ; and the I'epa- 
ration, when an honour was designed this soldiery 
appeared as much too great to be borne by his 
gratitude, as the injury was intolerable to his re- 
sentment. 

When we turn our thoughts from these extraor- 
dinary occurrences into common life, we see an 
ingenuous kind of behaviour not only make up for 
faults committed, but in a manner expiate them 
in the very commission. Thus many things 
wherein a man has pressed too far, he implicitly 
excuses, by owning, ^ This is a trespass : you'll 
pardon my confidence ; I am sensible I have no 
pretensions to this favour;' and the like. But 
commend me to those gay fellows about town 
who are directly impudent, and make up for it no 
otherwise than by calling themselves such, and 
exulting in it. But this sort of carriage, which 
prompts a man against rules to urge what he has 
a mind to, is pardonable only when you sue for 
another. When you are confident in preference 
of yourself to others of equal merit, every man 
that loves virtue and modesty ought, in defence 
of those qualities, to oppose you. But, without 
considering the morality of the thing, let us at this 
time behold any natural consequence of candour 
when we speak of ourselves. 

The Spectator writes often in an elegant, often 
in an argumentative, and often in a sublime style, 
with equal success ; but how would it hurt the re- 
puted author of that paper to own, that of the most 
lieautiful pieces under his title he is barely the 
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publisher ? There is nothing but t^hat a man really 
performs can be an honour to him ; what he takes 
more than he ought in the eye of the world, he 
loses in the conviction of his own heart ; and a 
man must lose his consciousness, that is, his very- 
self, before he can rejoice in any falsehood with- 
out inward mortification. 

Who has not seen a very criminal at the bar, 
-when his counsel and friends have done all that 
they could for him in vain, prevail on the whole 
assembly to pity him, and his judge to recommend 
his case to the mercy of the throne, without offer- 
ing any thing new in his defence, but that he, 
-whom before we wished convicted, became so out 
of his own mouth, and took upon himself all the 
shame and sorrow we were just before preparing 
for him ? The great opposition to this kind of 
candour arises from the unjust idea people ordin- 
arily have of what we call a high spirit. It is far 
from greatness of spirit to persist in the wrong in 
any thing ; nor is it a diminution of greatness of 
spirit to have been in the wrong. Perfection is 
not the attribute of man, therefore he is not de- 
graded by the acknowledgment of an imperfection ; 
but it is the work of little minds to imitate the 
fordtude of great spirits on worthy occasions, by 
obstinacy in the wrong. This obstinacy prevails 
^o i»r upon them^ that they make it extend to the 
defence of faults in their very servants. It would 
swell this paper to too great a length should 1 in- 
sert all the quarrels and debates which are now on 
foot in this town ; where one party, and in some 
oases both, is sensible of being on the faulty side, 
and have not spirit enough to acknowledge it. 
Among tlie ladies the case is very common ; for 
there are very few of them who know that it is to 
maintain a true and high spirit, to throw away 

VOL. VII. c 
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from it all which itself disapproves, and to scorn 
so pitiful a shame, as that which disables the heart 
from acquiring a liberality of affections and senti*^ 
ments. The candid mind, by acknowledging and 
discharging its faults, has reason and truth for the 
foundations of all its passions and desires, and con- 
sequently is happy and simple ; the disingenuous 
spirit, by indulgence of one unacknowledged er- 
ror, is entangled with an after-life of guilt, sorrow, 
and perplexity. T. 
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Crimnibua detent hortoa. J0v. Sat. i. 75. 

A beauteous garden, but by vice maintain'd. 

As I was sitting in my chamber, and thinking on 
a subject for my next Spectator, I heard two or 
three irregular bounces at my landlady's door, and 
upon the opening of it, a loud cheerful voice in- 
quiring whether the philosopher was at home. 
The child who went to the door answered very in- 
nocently, that he did not lodge there. I immedi- 
ately recollected that it was my good friend sir 
Roger's voice ; and that I had promised to go 
with him on the water to Spring-garden,* in case 
it proved a good evening. The knight put me in 
mind of my promise from the bottom of the stair- 
case, but told me, that if I was speculating, he 
would stay below till I had done. Upon my com- 
ing down, I found all the children of the family 
got about my old friend; and my landlady her- 

* Now known by the nume of Vanxhall. 
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self, Mfho is a notable prating^ gosMp, eng;aged in 
a conference with him ; being mightily pleased 
with his stroking her little boy on the head, and 
bidding him to be a good child and mind his book. 

We were no sooner come to the Temple-stairs, 
but we were surrounded with a crowd of water- 
men, offering us their respective services. Sir 
Roger, after having looked about him very atten- 
tively, spied one with a wooden leg, and imme* 
diately gave him orders to get his boat ready. Aa 
we were walking towards it, ' You must know,' 
says sir Roger, ' I never make use of any body to 
row me, that has not lost either a leg or an arm» 
I would rather bate him a few strokes of his oar 
than not employ an honest man that has been 
wounded in the queen's service. If I was a Isrd 
or a bishop, and kept a barge, I would not put a 
fellow in my livery that had not a wooden leg.' 

My old friend, after having seated himself, and 
trimmed the boat with his coachman, who, being 
a very sober man, always serves for ballast on 
these occasions, we made the best of our way for 
Fauxhall.* Sir Roger obliged the waterman to 
give us the history of his right leg ; and, hearing 
that he had left it at La Hogue, with many parti- 
culars which passed in that glorious action, the 
knight, in the triumph of his heart, made several 
reflections on the greatness of the British nation ; 
as, that one Englishman could beat three French- 
men ; that we could never be in danger of popery 
so long as we took care of our fleet ; that the 
Thames was the noblest river in Europe ; that 
London bridge was a greater piece of work than 
any of the seven wonders of the world ; with 

* In the original publication in folio, it is ininteil Fox-hall. 
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many other honest prejudices which naturally 
cleave to the heart of a true Englishman. 

After some short pause, the old knight turning 
ahout his head twice or thrice, to take a survey of 
this great metropolis, bid me observe how thick 
the city was set with churches, and that there was 
scarce a single steeple on this side Temple-bar. 

* A most heathenish sight T says sir Roger : 

* there is no religion at this end of the town. The 
fifty new churches will very much mend the 
prospect ; but church-work is slow, church-work 
is slow.' 

I do not remember I have any where mention- 
ed in Sir Roger*s character, liis custom of salute 
ing every body that passes by him with a good- 
morrow, or a good-night. This the old man does 
out of the overflowings of his humanity; thoughy 
at the same time, it renders him so popular among^ 
all his country neighbours, that it is thought ta 
have gone a good -way in making him once or 
twice knight of the shire. He cannot forbear 
this exercise of benevolence even in town, when 
he meets with any one in his morning or evening 
walk. It broke from him to several boats that 
passed by us on the water ; but, to the knight's 
great surprise, as he gave the good-night to two 
or three voung fellows a little before our landing, 
one of them, instead of returning the civility, 
asked us, what queer old put we had in the boat, 
and whether he was not ashamed to go a-wench* 
ing at his years ? with a great deal of the like 
Thames-ribaldry. Sir Roger seemed a little 
shocked at first, but at length assuming a face of 
magistracy, toldnis, that if he were a Middlesex 
justice, he would make such vagrants know that 
her majesty's subjects were no more to be abused 
by water than by land. 
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We were now arrived at Spring-garden, wl 
is excellently pleasant at this time of the y* 
When I considered the fragrancy of the wa 
and bowers, with the choirs of birds that su 
upon the trees, and the loose tribe of people tl 
iralked under their shades, I could not but loi 
upon the place as a kind of Mahometan \ 
Sir Roger told me it put him in mind oi a utu 
coppice by his house in the country, which hi 
chaplain used to call an aviary of nightingales 
* You must understand,' says the knight, ^ tha 
there is nothing in the world that pleases a mar 
in love so much as your nightingale. Ah, Mr 
Spectator, the many moon-light nights that I haT< 
walked by myself, and thought on the widow b) 
the music of the nightingale !' He here fetchec 
a deep sigh, and was falling into a fit of musing 
when a m£isk, who came behind him, gave him i 
gentle tap upon the shoulder and asked him if he 
would drink a bottle of mead with h^r ? But the 
knight being startled at so unexpected a familiar 
itj) and displeased to be interrupted in his 
thoughts of the widow, told her she \^ a wan- 
too baggs^e ; and bid her go about hdilhsiness. 

We concluded our walk with a glasHratBurtor 
iJe, and a slice of hung beef. When we had done 
eating ourselves, the knight called a waiter tc 
him, and bid him carry the remainder to the wa- 
terman that had but one leg. I perceived the 
fellow stared upon him at the oddncss of the mes- 
sage, and was going to be saucy ; upon which 1 
ratified the knight's commands with a peremptory 
look. 

As we were going out of the garden, my old 
friend thinking himself obliged, as a member oi 
the quorum, to animadvert upon the morals oi 
tkc place, told the mistress of the house, who sat 

c 2 
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at the bar, that he sliould be a better customer to 
her garden if there were more nightingales and 
fewer strunipets. I. 



No. 384. WEDNESDAY, MAY 21, 1712. 



* Hague, May 24*, N. S. The same republican hands, who 
have so often since the chevalier de St. George's recovery 
killed him in our public prints, have now reduced the young 
dauphin of France to that desperate condition of weakness 
and death itself, that it is hard to conjecture what method 
they will take to bring him to life agam. Meantime we are 
assured b^ a very go<xl hand from Paris, that on the 20th. 
instant this young prince was as well as ever he was known 
to be since the day of his birth. As for the other, they 
are now sending his ghost, we suppose (for they never had 
the modesty to contradict their assertions of his death), to 
Commerci in Lorrain, attended only by four gentlemen, 
and a few domestics of little consideration The Baron de 
Bothmar* having delivered in his credentials to qualify him 
as an ambassador to this state (an office to which his greatest 
enemies will acknowledge him to be equal), is gone ta 
Utrecht, whence he will proceed to Hanover, but not stay 
long at that court, for fear the peace should be made dur- 
ing his ^|||§||^table absence.' 

PosT-BoY, May 20. 




I SHOULD bfe thought not able to read, should I 
overlook some excellent pieces lately come out. 
My lord bishop of St. Asaphf has just now pub- 
lished some sermons, the preface to which seems 
t(J me to determine a great point. He has, like 
a good man, and a good Christian, in opposition 
to all the flattery and base submission of false 
friends to princes, asserted that Christianity left 
us where it found us as to our civil rights. The 

* Ambassador from Hanover, and afterwards agent here 
for the Hanoverian family, 
t Dr. WiUiam Fleetwood. 
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present entertainment shall consist only of a sen* 
tence out of the Post-Boy, and the said preface of 
the lord of St. Asaph. I should think it a little 
odd if the authorofthe Post-Boy should with im- 
punity call men republicans for a gladness on the 
report of the death of the pretender ; and treat 
baron Bothmar, the minister of Hanover, in such 
a manner as you see in my motto. I must own, 
I think every man in England concerned to sup- 
port the succession of that family. 

* The publishing a few sermons, whilst I live, 
the latest of which was preached about eight years 
since, and the first above seventeen, will make it 
very natural for people to inquire into the occa- 
sion of doing so ; and to such I do very willingly 
assign these following reasons : 

* First, from the observations I have been able 
to make for these many years last past upon our 
public affairs, and from the natural tendency of 
several principles and practices, that have of late 
been studiously revived, and from what has fol- 
lowed thereupon, I could not help both fearing 
and presaging, that these nations should some 
time or other, if ever we should have an enter- 
prising prince upon the throne, of more ambition 
than virtue, justice, and true honour, fall into the 
way of all other nations, and lose their liberty. 

* Nor could I help foreseeing to whose charge 
a great deal of this dreadful mischief, whenever 
it should happen, would be laid, whether justly 
or unjustly, was not my business to determine; 
but I resolved, for my own particular part, to de- 
liver myself, as well as I could, from the re- 
proaches and the curses of posterity, by publicly 
declaring to all the world, that, although in the 
constant course of my ministry I have never 
failed, on proper occasions, to recommend, urge, 
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and insist upon the loving, honouring, and re- 
verencing the prince's person, and holding it, ac- 
cording to the laws, inviolable and sacred ; and 
paying all obedience and submission to the laws 
though never so hard and inconvenient to private 
people : yet did I never think myself at liberty or 
authorized to tell the people, that either Christ, 
St. Peter, or St. Paul, or any other holy writer, 
had, by any doctrine delivered by them, subverted 
the laws and constitutions of the country in which 
they lived, or put them in a worse condition with 
respect to their civil liberties than they would 
have been had they not been Christians. I ever 
thought it a most impious blasphemy against that 
holy religion, to father any thing upon it that 
might encourage tyranny, oppression, or injus- 
tice in a prince, or that easily tended to make a 
free, and happy people slaves and miserable. No. 
People may make themselves as wretched as they 
will, but let not God be called into that wicked 
party. When force and violence, and hard ne- 
cessity, have brought the yoke, of servitude upon 
a people's neck, religion will supply them with a 
patient and submissive spirit under it till they can 
innocently shake it off : but certainly religion ne- 
ver puts It on. This always was, and this at pre- 
sent is, my judgment of these matters : and I 
would be transmitted to posterity (for the little 
share of time such names as mine can live) under 
the character of one who loved his country, and 
would bethought a good Englishman, as well as a 
good clergyman. 

' This character 1 thought would 1>e transmit- 
ted by the following sermons, which were made 
for and preached in a private audience, when I 
could think of nothing else but doing my duty on 
the occasions that were then oiTered by God's 
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providence, without any manner of design of 
making them public ; and for that reason I give 
them now as they were then delivered ; by which 
I hope to satisfy th^se people who have objected 
a change of principles to me, as if I were not now 
the same man I formerly was. I never had but 
one ojunion of these matters ; and that I think is 
so reasonable and well-grounded, that I believe 
I can never have any other. 

* Another reason of my publishing these ser- 
mons at this time is, that I have a mind to do my- 
•self some honour by doing what honour I could 
to the memory of two most excellent piinceSf 
and who have very highly deserved at the hands 
of all the people of these dominions, who have 
any true value for the protestant religion, and the 
constitution of the English government, of which 
they were the great deliverers and defenders. I 
have lived to see their illustrious names very 
rudely handled, and the great benefits they did 
this nation treated slightly and contemptuously. 
I have lived to see our deliverance from arbitrary 
power and popery traduced and vilified by some 
who formerly thought it was their greatest merit, 
and made it part of their boast and glory to have 
had a little hand and share in bringing it about ; 
and others who, without it, must have lived in 
exile, poverty, and misery, meanly disclaiming it, 
and using ill the glorious instruments thereof. 
Who could expect such a requital of such merit ? 
I have, I own it, an ambition of exempting myself 
from the number of unthankful people : and as I 
loved and honoured those great princes living, 
and lamented over them when dead, so I would 
gladly raise them up a monument of praise as 
lasting as any thing of mine can be : and I choose 
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to do it at this time, when it is so unfashionable a 
thing to speak honourably of them. 

* The sermon that was preached upon the duke 
of Gloucester's death was printed quickly after, 
and is now, because the subject was so suitable, 
joined to the others. The loss of that most promis- 
ing and hopeful prince was at that time, I saw, 
unspeakably great; and many accidents since 
have convinced us that it could not have been 
overvalued. That precious life, had it pleased 
God to have prolonged it the usual space, had 
saved us many fears and jealousies, and dark dis- 
trusts, and prevented many alarms, that have long 
kept us, and will keep us still, waking and uneasy. 
Nothing remained to comfort and support us un- 
der this heavy stroke, but the necessity it brought 
the king and nation under of settling the succes- 
sion in the house of Hanover, and giving it an he- 
reditary right by act jpf parliament, as long as it 
continues protestant. So much good did God, in his 
merciful providence^ produce from a misfortune, 
which we could never otherwise have sufficiently 
deplored ! 

* The fourth sermon was preached upon the 
queen's accession to the throne, and the first year 
in which that day was solemnly observed (for by 
some accident or other it had been overlooked the 
year before ;) and every one will see, without the 
date of it, that it was preached very early in this 
reign, since I was able only to promise and presage 
its future glories and successes, from the good 
appearance of things, and the happy turn our affairs 
began to take ; and could not then count up the 
victories and triumphs that, for seven years after, 
made it, in the prophet's language, a name and a 
prdise among all the people of the earth. Never did 
seven such years together pass over the head of any 
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£nglish monarch, nor cover it with so much ho- 
nour. The crown and sceptre seemed to be the 
queen's last ornaments ; those other princes wore 
in common with her, and her great personal virtues 
were the same before and since ; but such was 
the fame of her administration of affairs at home, 
such was the reputation of her wisdom and felici- 
ty in choosing ministers, and such was then es- 
teemed their faithfulriess and zeal, their diligence 
and great abilities in executing her commands ^ 
to such a height of military glory did her great 
general and her armies carry the British name 
abroad ; such was the harmony and concord be- 
twixt her and her allies ; and such was the bles- 
sing of God upon all her counsels and undertak- 
ingSy that I an> as sure as history can make me, 
no prince of ourS ever was so prosperous and suc- 
cessful, so beloved, esteemed, and honoured by 
their subjects and tlieir friends, nor near so for- 
midable to their enemies. We were, as the 
world imagined then, just entering on the ways 
that promised to lead to such a peace as would 
have answered all the prayers of our religious 
queen, the care and vigilance of a most able min- 
istry, the payments of a willuig and most obedi- 
ent people, as well as all the glorious toils and 
hazards of the soldiery; when God, for our sins, 
permitted the spirit of discord to go forth, and 
by troubling sore the camp, the city, and the 
country, (and oh that it had altogether spared the 
places sacred to his worship !) to spoil, for a time, 
this beautiful and pleasing prospect, and give us 
in its stead, I know not what— ——Our ene- 
mies will tell the rest with pleasure. It will be- 
come me better to pray to God to restore us to 
the power of obtaining such a peace as will be 
to his glory, the safety, honour, and welfare of the 
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queen and her dominions, and the general satis- 
faction of ail her high and mighty allies. 
« May 2, 1712.' 
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Theaed pectora ajunctajide. 

Ovid. 1. Trist iii. 9^.- 

Breasts that with sympathizing ardour glow'd. 
And holj friendship, sueh as Theseus vow'd. 

I INTEND the paper for this day as a loose essay 
upon friendship, in which I shall throw my obser- 
vations together without any set form, that I may 
avoid repeating what has been often said on this 
subject. 

Friendship is a strong and habitual inclinatioii 
in two persons to promote the good and happiness 
of one another. Though the pleasures and ad- 
vantages of friendship have been largely celebra- 
ted by the best moral writers, and are considered 
by all as great ingredients of human happiness, 
we very rarely meet ^ith the practice of this vir- 
tue in the world. 

Every man is ready to give in a long catalogue 
of those virtues and good qualities he expects to 
find in the person of a friend, but very few of us 
are careful to cultivate them in ourselves. 

Love and esteem are the first principles of 
friendship, which always is imperfect where 
either of these two is wanting. 

As, on the one hand, we are soon ashamed of 
loving a man whom we cannot esteem ; so, on the 
other, though we are truly sensible of a man's 
abilities^ we can never raise ourselves to the 
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'Warmth of friendship, without an affectionate 
good-will towards his person. 

Friendship immediately banishes envy under 
all its disguises. A man who can once doubt 
whether he should rejoice in his friend^s being 
happier than himself, may depend upon it that 
he is an utter stranger to this virtue. 
. There is something in friendship so very great 
and noble, that in those fictitious stories which 
are invented to the honour of any particular per- 
son, the authors have thought it as necessary to 
make their hero a friend as a lover. Achilles 
has his Patroclus, and ^neas his Achates. In 
the first of these instances we may observe, for 
the reputation of the subject I am treating of, that 
Greece was almost ruined by the hero's love, but 
was preserved by his friendship. 

The character of Achates suggests to us an 
observation we may often make on the intimacies 
of great men, who frequently choose their com- 
panions rather for the qualities of the heart than 
those of the head, and prefer fidelity in au easy, 
inoffensive, complying temper, to those endow- 
ments which make a much greater figure among 
mankind. I do not remember that Achates, who 
is represented as the first favourite, either gives 
his advice, or strikes a blow, through the whole 
^neid. 

A friendship which makes the least noise is 
very often most useful: for which reason I 
should prefer a prudent friend to a zealous one. 

Atticus, one of the best men of ancient Rome, 
was a very remarkable instance of what I am 
here speaking. This extraordinary person, amidst 
the civil wars of his 'country, when he saw the 
designs of all parties ^equally tended to the sub- 
version of liberty, by constantly preserving the 

TQ>. vit-. » 
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esteem and affection of both the competitorsi 
ibuiul means to serve his friends on either side ? 
tt)id while he sent money to young Mariusi whose 
father was declared an enemy to the common- 
"wealth, he was himself one of Sylla's chief fa- 
vourites, and always near that general. 

During the war between Caesar and Pompey, 
he still maintained the same conduct. After 
the death of Caesar, he sent money to Brutus in 
his troubles, and did a thousand good offices to 
Antony's wife and friends when that party seem- 
ed ruined. Lastly, even in that bloody war be- 
tween Antony and Augustus, Atticus stifl kept 
his place in both their friendships: insomuch 
that the first, says Cornelius N epos, whenever he 
was absent from Rome in any part of the empire, 
writ punctually to him what he was doing, what 
he read, and whither he intended to go ; and the 
latter gave him constantly an exact account of all 
his affairs. 

A likeness of inclinations in eveiy particular 
is so far from being requisite to form a benevo- 
lence in two minds towards each other, as it is 
generally imagined, that I believe we shall find 
some of the firmest friendships to have been con- 
tracted between persons of different humours; the 
mind being often pleased with those perfections 
which are new to it, and which it does not find 
among its own accomplishments. Besides that 
a man in some measure supplies his own defects, 
and fancies himself at second-hand possessed of 
those good qualities and endowments, which are 
in the possession of him who in the eye of the 
world is looked upon as his other self. 

The most difficult province in friendship is the 
letting a man see his faults and errors, which 
should, if possible, be so contrived, that he may 



No. 385. spectator: 31 

perceive our advice is given him not so much to 
please ourselves as for his own advantiige. The 
reproaches therefore of a friend should always be 
strictly just and not too frequent. 

The violent desire of pleasing in the person re- 
proved may otherwise change into a despair of 
doing it, while he finds himself censured for faults 
he is not conscious of. A mind that is softened 
and humanized by friendship cannot bear frequent 
reproaches ; either it must quite sink under the 
oppression ; or abate considerably of the value 
and esteem it had for him who bestows thenu 

The proper business of friendship is to inspire 
life and courage ; and a soul thus supported out- 
does itself; whereas, if it be unexpectedly de- 
prived of these succours, it droops and lan- 
guishes. 

We are in some measure more inexcusable if 
we violate our duties to a friend than to a rela- 
tion : since the former ai*ise from a voluntary 
choice, the latter from a necessity to which we 
could not give our own consent. 

As it has been said on one side, that a man 
ought not to break with a faulty friend, that he 
may not expose the weakness of his choice ; it 
will doubtless hold much stronger with respect 
to a worthy one, that he may never be upbraided 
for having lost so valuable a treasure which was 
«nce in his possession. 

.X. 
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Cum trittihts tever^, cum remiiaujucundt, cum aettibu9 , 
t»r^ cumjwoentute cwiUer vivere. T u i.lJ 

The piece of Latin on the head of this |>a 

is part of a character extremely vicious, be 

have set down no more than may fall in with 

rules of justice and honour. Cicero spoke i 

Catiline, who he said, < lived with the sad sev 

ly, with the cheerful agreeably, with the 

gravely, with the young pleasantly;' he add 

* with the wicked boldly, with the wanton las 

viously.' The two last instances of his comp 

aance I forbear to consider, having it in my thoug 

at present only to speak of obsequious behavu 

as it sits upon a companion in pleasure, not a n 

of deagn and intrigue. To vary with every 1 

mour in this manner cannot be agreeable, exc< 

it comes from a man's own temper and natu 

complexion ; to do it out of an ambition to ex< 

that way, is the most fruitless and unbccomi 

prostitution imaginable. To put on an art 

part to obtain no other end but an unjust pra 

from the undisceming, is of all endeavours t 

most despicable. A man must be sincerely plea 

ed to become pleasure, or not to interrupt tl 

of others ; for this reason it is a most calami to 

circumstance, that many people who want to 

alone, or should be so, will come into con vers 

tion. It is certain that all men, who are the les 

given to reflection, are seized with an inclinati 

that way when, perhaps, they had rather be i 

elined to company ; but indeed they had bett 

go home and be tired with themselves, than for 
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themselves upon others to recover their good- 
humour. In all this, the case of communicating 
to a friend a sad thought or difficulty, in order to 
relieve a heavy heart, stands excepted ; but what 
is here meant is, that a man should always go 
with inclination to the turn of the company he is 
going into, or not pretend to be of the party. It 
is certainly a very happy temper to be able to live 
with alt kinds of dispositions, because it argues 
a mind that ties open to receive what is pleasing 
to others, and not obstinately bent on any particu- 
larity of his own. 

This is it which makes me pleased with the 
character of my good acquaintance Acasto. You 
meet him at the tables and conversations of the 
wise, the impertinent, the grave, the frolic, and 
the witty ; and yet his own character has no- 
thing in it that can make him particularly agree- 
able to any one sect of men ; but Acasto has natu- 
ral good sense, good-nature, and discretion, so 
that every man enjoys himself in his company; 
and though Acasto contributes nothing to the en- 
tertainment, he never was at a place where he 
was not welcome a second time. Without the 
subordinate good qualities of Acasto, a man of 
wit and learning would be painful to the generali- 
ty of mankind, instead of being pleasing. Witty 
men are apt to imagine they are agreeable as 
such, and by that means grow the worst compani- 
ons imaginable ; they deride the absent or rally 
the present in a wrong manner, not knowing that 
if you pinch or tickle a man till he is uneasy in 
his seat, or ungracefully distinguished from the 
rest of the company, you equally hurt him. 

I was going to say, the true art of being agree- 
able in company (but there can be no such thing 
as art in it) is to appear well pleased with those 

D 2 
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you are engaged with, and rather seem well en-* 
tertained, than to bring entertainment to others. 
A man thus disposed is not indeed what we ordi- 
narily call a good companion, but essentially is 
such, and in ^1 the parts of his conversation has 
something friendly in his behaviour, which con- 
ciliates men's minds more than the highest sallies 
of wit or starts of humour can possibly do. The 
feebleness of age in a man of this turn has some- 
thing which should be treated with respect even 
in a man no otherwise venerable. The forwai'd- 
ness of youth, when it poceeds from alacrity and 
not insolence, has also its allowances. The com- 
panion who is formed for such by nature, gives 
to every character of life its due regards, and is 
ready to account for their imperfections, and re- 
ceive their acompUshments as if they were his 
own. It must appear that you receive law from, 
and not give it, to your company, to make you 
agreeable. 

I remember Tully, speaking, I think, of Anto- 
ny, says, that, In eofaceti^ erant^ qua nulla arte 
tradi fiossunc : ^ He had a witty mirth, which 
could be acquired by no art.* This quality must be 
of the kind of which I am now speaking; for all 
«orts of behaviour which depend upon observa- 
tion and knowledge of life are to be acquired ; 
but that which no one can describe, and is appa- 
rently the act of nature, must be every where 
prevalent, because every thing it meets is a fit 
occasion to exert it ; for he who follows nature 
can never be iftiproper or unreasonable. 

How unaccountable then must their beha\iour 
be, who, without any manner of consideration of 
what the company they have now entered are up- 
on, give themselves the air of a messenger, und 
make as distjlnct relations of the occurrences they 
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ast met with, as if they had been dispatched from 
hose they talk to^ to be punctually exact in a re- 
tort of those circumstances i It is unpardonable 
those )¥ho are met to enjoy one another that a 
resh man shall pop in> and give us only the last 
lart of his own life, and put a stop to ours during 
be history. If such a mao comes fronx 'ChangCy 
whether you will or not, you must hear how the 
tocks go ; and, though you are never so intently 
mployed on a graver subject, a young fellow of 
lie other end of the town will take his place and 
sli you, Mrs. Such-a*one is charmingly hand- 
ome, because he just now saw her. But I think 
need not dwell on this subject, since I have 
cknowiedged there can be no rules made for ex- 
eiling this way ; and precepts of this kind fare 
ke rules for writing poetry, which, it is said, 
lay have prevented ill poets, but never make 
ood ones. T. 
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Quid pur i tranquiUe t 

HoR. 1. £p. xviii. 102. 

What calms the breast, and makes the mind serene. 

N my last Saturday's paper I spoke of cheerful- 
ess as it is a moral habit of the mind, and accor- 
ingly mentioned such moral motives as are apt 
>. cherish and keep alive this happy temper in the 
oul of man: I shall now consider cheerfulness 
1 its natural state, and reflect on those motives 
> it which are indiff'erent eithev as to virtue or 
ice; 
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Cheerfulness is, in the first place^ the best: 
inoter of health. RepiningS) and secret murr^^i^ 
of heart) give imperceptible strokes to those ^^ 
icate fibres of which the vital parts are compose/ 
and wear out the machine insensibly ; not to men 
tion those violent ferments which they stir up i% 
the blood, and those irregular disturbed motion^ 
whiph they raise in the animal sjnrits. I scarce 
remember, in my own observation, to have me^ 
with many old men, or with such, who (to use ou^ 
English phrase) wear well, that had not at least a 
certain indolence in, their humour,, if not a m<H« 
than ordinary gayety and cheerfulness of heait. 
The truth of it is, health and cheerfulness mutual* 
ly beget each oth^r ; with this difference, that we 
seldom meet with a great degree of health which 
is not attended with a certain cheerfulness, but 
very often see cheerfulness where there is no 
great degree of ^health. 

Cheerfulness bears the same friendly regard to 
the mind as to the body. It banishes all anxious 
care and discontent, sooths and composes the 
passions, and keeps the soul in a perpetual calm. 
But having already touched on this last conside- 
ration, I shall here take notice, that the world in 
which we are placed is filled with innumerable 
objects that are proper to raise and keep alive 
this happy temper of mind. 

If we consider this world in its subserviency 
to man, one would think it was made for our use; 
but if we consider it in its natural beauty and har« 
mony one would be apt to conclude it was made 
lor our pleasure. The sun which is as the great 
soul of the universe, and produces ail the neces- 
saries of life, has a particular influence in cheer- 
ing the mind of man, and making the heart glad* 
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Those several living creatures which are made 
for our service or sustenance, at the same time 
either fill the woods with their music, furnish us 
with game, or raise pleasing ideas in us hy the 
delightfiilness of their appearance. Fountains, 
lakes, and rivers, are as refreshing to the imagin- 
ation, as to the soil through which they pass. 

There are writers of great distinction, who have 
made it an argument for Providence, that the 
whole earth is covered with green rather than with ^ 
any other colour, as being such a right mixture 
of light and shade, that it comforts and strength- 
ens the eye, instead of weakening or grieving it. 
Forthis reason several painters have a green cloth 
hanging near them, to ease the eye upon, after 
too great an application to their colouring. A &- 
mous modern philosopher* accounts for it in the 
following manner. All colours that are more lu- 
minous, overpower and dissipate the animal spi- 
lits which are employed in sight; on the contrary, 
those that are more obscure do not give the ani- 
mal spirits a sufficient exercise ; whereas the 
rays that produce in us the idea of green, fall up- 
on the eye in such a due proportion, that they give 
the animal spirits their proper play, and, by keep- 
ing up the struggle in a just balance, excite a ve- 
ry pleasing and agreeable sensation. Let the 
cause be what it will, the effect is certain ; for 
which reason, the poets ascribe to this particular 
colour the epithet of cheerful. 

To consider further this double end in the 
works of nature, and how they are at the same 
time both useful and entertaining, we find that 
the most important parts in the vegetable world 
afe those which are the most beautiful. These 

* Sir Isaac Newton. 
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are the seeds by 'which the several races of plants 
are propagated and continued, and which are al- 
ways lodged in flowers or blossoms. Nature 
seems to hide her principal design, and to be in- 
dustrious in making the earth gay and delightful, 
vrhile she is carrying on her great work, and intent 
upon her own preservation. The husbandman, 
after the same manner, is employed in laying out 
the whole country inte a kind of garden or land- 
scape, and making every thing smile about him, 
whilst in reality he thinks of nothing but of the 
harvest, and the increase which is to arise from it 

We may further observe how Providence has 
taken care to keep up this cheerfulness in the 
xnind of man, by having formed it after such a 
manner, as to make it capable of conceiving de- 
light from several objects which seem to have 
very little use in them ; as from the wildness of 
rocks and deserts, and the like grotesque parts of 
nature. Those who are versed in philosophy 
may still carry this consideration higher, by ob- 
serving, that if matter had appeared to us endow- 
ed only with those real qualities which it actual- 
ly possesses, it would have made but a very joy- 
less and uncomfortable figure: and why has 
Providence given it a power of producing in us 
such imaginary qualities, and tastes and colours, 
sounds and smells, heat and cold, but that maU) 
while he is conversant in the lower stations of na- 
ture, might have his mind cheered and delighted 
with agreeable sensations I In short, the whole 
universe is a kind of theatre, filled with objects 
that either raise in us pleasure, amusement} or 
admiration. 

The reader's own thoughts will suggest to him 
the vicissitude of day and night, the change of 
reasons, with all that variety of scenes which di- 



No. 3Jr. SPECTATOR. 99 

versify the face of nature, and fill the mind with 
a perpetual succession of beautiful and pleasing 
images. 

I shall not here mention the several entertain- 
ments of art, with the pleasures of friendship, 
books, conversation, and other accidental diver- 
sions of life, because I would only take notice of 
such incitements to a cheerful temper as offer 
themselves to persons of all ranks and conditions, 
and which may sufficiently show us that Provi- 
dence did not design this world should be filled 
with murmurs and repinings, or that the heart 
of man should be involved in gloom and melan- 
choly. 

I the more inculcate this cheerfulness of tem- 
per, as it is a virtue in which our countrymen are 
observed to be more deficient than any other na- 
tion. Melancholy is a kind of demon that haunts 
our island, and often conveys herself to us in an 
easterly wind. A celebrated French novelist, in 
opposition to those who begin their romances 
with the flowery season of the year, enters on his 
story thus. ' In the gloomy month of November, 
when the people of England hang and drown 
themselves, a disconsolate lover walk'd out into 
the fields,' &c. 

Every one ought to fence against the temper 
of his climate or constitution, and frequently to 
indulge in himself those considerations which may 
give him a serenity of mind, and enable him to 
bear up cheerfully against those little evils and 
misfortunes which are common to human nature, 
and which, by a right improvement of them, will 
produce a satiety of joy, and an uninterrupted 
happiness. 

At the same time that I would engage my reader 
to consider the world in its most agreeable lights. 
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I must own there are many evils which naturally 
spring up amidst the entertainments that are pro- 
vided for us ; but these, if rightly considered^ 
should bo far from overcasting the mind with 
sorrow, or destroying that cheerfulness of tem- 
per which I have been recommending. This 
interspersion of evil with good, and pain with 
pleasure in the works of nature, is very truly 
ascribed by Mr. Locke, in his Essay on Human 
Understanding, to a moral reason, in the following 
words. 

<< Beyond all this we may find another reason 
why Gk)d hath scattered up and down several 
degrees of pleasure and pain, in all the things 
that environ and affect us, and blended thein 
together, in almost all that our thoughts and 
senses have to do with ; that we, finding imper- 
fection, dissatisfaction, and want of complete hap- 
piness, in all the enjoyments which the creatures 
can afford us, might be led to seek it in the enjoy- 
ment of Him with whom " there is fulness of joy, 
and at whose right hand are pleasures for ever« 
more." L. 
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— Tt6t rei antique laudis et arti* 
JngretUor g tanctot autua recluderefonteM. 

VzRG. Ueorg. ii. 174. 

For thee I dare unlock the sacred spring, 
And arts disclos'd by ancient sages sing. 

' MR. SPECTATOR, 

*' It is my custom, when I read your pa- 
perS) to read over the quotations in the authoi;8 
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from whence you take them. As you mentioned 
& passage lately out of the second chapter of So- 
lomon's Songy it occasioned my looking into it ; 
mdy upon reading it) I thought the ideas so ex- 
quisitely soft and tender, that I could not help 
making this paraphrase of it ; which, now it is 
ione, I can as little forbear sending to you. Some 
narks of your approbation which I have already 
received, have given me so sensible a taste of 
hemj that I cannot forbear endeavouring after 
iiem as often as I can with any appearance of 
luccess. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant/ 



THE SECOND CHAPTER OF SOLOMON's BONO. 



I. 

** As when in Sharon's field the hlushing rose- 
Does its ehaste bosom to the mom disolose. 
Whilst all around the Zephyrs bear 
The fragrant odours through the air ; 
Or as the lily in the shady vale 
Does o'er each flow'r with beauteous pride prevail. 
And stands with dews and kindest sunshine blest^ 
In fair pre-eminence, superior to the rest : 
So if my Love, with happy influence, shed 
Mis eyes' bright sunshine on his lover's head» 
Then shall the rose of Sharon's field. 
And whitest lilies, to my beauties yield. 
Then fairest flowers with studious art combincj^ 
The roses with the lilies join. 
And their united charms are less than mine. 

II. 

<' As much as fairest lilies can surpass 
A thorn in beauty, or in height the grass ; 
So does my Love, among the virgins, shine, 
Adorn'd with graces more than half divine : 
Or as a tree, that, glorious to behold. 
Is hung with apples all of ruddy gold», 
vjOl. vn. F. 
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Hesperian ruit, and, beautifully highy 
Extends its branches to the sky ; 
So does my Love the virgins' eyes invite ; 
'Tis he alone can fix their wand'ring sight. 
Among ten thousand eminently bright. 

Irt. 

'' Beneath his pleasing shade 
My wearied limbs at ease I laid. 
And on his fragrant boughs reclined my head 
I puU'd the golden fruit with eager haste ; 
Sweet was the fruit, and pleasing to the taste ; 
With sparkling wine he crown'd the bowl. 
With) gentle ecstasies he fiU'd my soul ; 
Joyous we sat beneath the shady grove. 
And o'er my head he hung the banners of his lover 

IV. 

''I faint ! I die f my lab'ring breast 
It with the mighty weight of love opprest ! 
I feel the fire possess my heart, 
And pain convey'd to eVry part 
Throueh all my veins the passion flics. 

My feeble soul forsakes it place, 
A trembling faintness seals my eyes, 

And paleness dwells upon my face : 
Oh ! let my Love with pow'rful odours stay 
My fainting love-sick soul, that dies away ; 
One hand beneath me let him place. 
With Mother press me io a chaste embrace. 



" I charge you, nymphs of Sion, as you go 
Arm'd with the sounding quiver and the bow. 
Whilst thro' the lonesome woods you rove. 
You ne'er disturb my sleeping Love. 
Be only gentle Zephyrs there. 
With downy wings to fan the air ; 
Let sacred silence dwell around. 
To keep off each intruding sound : 
And when the balmy slumber leaves his eyes. 
May he to joys, unknown till then, arise. 

VI. 

** But see ! he comes! with what majestic gait 
He onward bears his lovely state ! 

Now through the lattice he appears. 
With softest words dispels my fears. 
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Arise, my fair one, and receive 
All the pleasures love can -give 1 
For, now the sullen winters past, 
No more we fear the northern blast: 
No storms nor threatening clouds appear^ 
No falling rains deform the rear: 
My love adpiits of no delay,' 
Arise, roy fair, and come away! 

VII. 

** Already, see ! the teeming earth 
Brings forth the flow'rs, her beauteous birth ; 
The dews, and soft-deseending show'rs. 
Nurse the new-bom tender flow'rs. 
Hark ! the birds melodious sing. 
And sweetly usher in the spring. 
Close by his fellow sits the dove. 
And bifliug whispers her his love. 
The spreading vines with blossoms swell, 
Diffusmg round a grateful smell. 
Arise, my fair one, and receive 
All the blessings love can give : 
For love i|dmits of no delay. 
Arise, my fair^ and come away } 

VIII. 

** As to its mate the constant dove 
FUes through the covert of the spicy grove. 
So let us hasten to some lonely shade, 
Th/ere let nie safe in thy lov'd arms be laid, 
Wliere no intruding hateful noise, 
Shan damp the tound of thy melodious voice ; 
Where I may gaze, and mark each beauteous grace ; 
For sweet thy voice, and lovely is thy face. 

IX. 

" As all of me, my Love, is thine, 
Let all of thee be ever mine. 
Among the lilies we will play. 
Fairer, my Love, thou art than they; 
Till the purple morn arise. 
And balmy sleep forsake thine eyes; 
Till the gladsome beams of day 
Remove the shades of night away; 

Then when soft sle^p shall from Uiy eyes depart. 

Rise like the bounding roe, or lusty hart. 
Glad to behold the light again 

From Bether's mountains darting aer the plain." 
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No. 389. TUESDAY, MAY 27, in 2. 



JMkUorapU docuere paretuet. 

HOR. 

Their pious sires ft better lesson ^oght. 

Nothing has more surprised the learned in Eng- 
land, than the price which a small book, entitled 
Spaccio della Bestia triomfante, bore in a late 
auction.* This bpok was sold for thirty pounds. 
As it was written by one Jordanus Brunus, a pro- 
fessed atheist, with a design to depreciate religion, 
every one was apt to fancy, from the extravagant 
price it bore, that there must be something m it 
v^ry formidable. 

I must confess that, happening to get a sight oi 
one of them myself, I could not forbear perusing 
it with this apprehension ( but found there was 

* The book here mentioned was bought by Walter ClaTei, 
esq. at the auction of the library of Charles Barnard, esq. in 
171 1» for 28 pounds. The same copy became successively the 
property of Mr. John NichoIiL of Mr. Joseph Ames, of sir 
I'eter Thomson, and of M. C. Tutet, esq. amon|[ whose books 
it was lately sold by auction at Mr. Gerrard's in Litchfield- 
street. The autlior of this book, Giordana Bruno, was a na- 
tive of N(ila in the kinp;dom of Naples, and burnt at liome by 
the order of the Inquisition in 1600. MorhoflT, speaking of 
atheists, says, * Jordanum tamen Brunum huic classi non 
annumeraremy ■ m anifesto in iUo atheitfmveaHna non 
deprehendo.* Polyhist. i. 1, 8, 22. Bruno pubiished many 
other writings said to be atheistical. The booK spoken of here 
was printed, not at Paris, as is said in the title-page, nor in 
1544, but at London,- and in 1584, f2mo. dedicated to sir 
Philip Sidney. It was for some time so little regarded, that 
it was sold with five other books of the same author for 25 
pence French, at the sale of Mr. Bigor's library in 1706 ; but 
It is now ver) scarce, and has been sold at the ezorUtaut 
price of 50/. Niceron. Homtues itlust. torn. xviL p. 211. 
There wu an edition of it in Englitkm 1718. 
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so very little danger in it, that I shall venture to 
give my readers a fair account of the whole plan 
upon which this wonderful treatise is built. 

The author pretends that Jupiter, once, upon a 
time, resolved upon a reformation of the constel- 
lations; for which purpose, having summoned 
the stars together, he complains to them of the 
great decay of the worship of the gods, which he 
thought so much the harder, having called seve- 
ral of those celestial bodies by the names of the 
heathen deities, and by that means made the hea- 
vens as it were a book of the pagan theology. 
Momus tells him that this is not to be wondered 
at, since there were so many scandalous stories of 
the deities. Upon which the author takes occa- 
sion to cast reflections upon all other religions, 
concluding that Jupiter, after a full hearing, dis- 
carded the deities out of heaven, and called the 
stars by tlie names of the moral virtues. 

The short fable, which has no pretence in it to 
reason or argument, and but a very small share 
of wit, has however recommended itself, wholly 
by its impiety, to those weak men who would dis- 
tinguish themselves by the singularity of their 
opinions. 

There are two considerations which have been 
often urged against atheists, and which they ne- 
ver yet could get over. The first is, that the 
greatest ai.d most eminent persons, of all ages 
have been against them, and always complied 
with the puljic forms of worship established in 
their respective countries, when there was no- 
thing in them either derogatory to the honour of 
the Supreme Being, or prejudicial to the good of 
mankind. 

The Platos and Ciceros among the ancients ; 
the Bacons the Boyles, and the Lockes, among 

e2 
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our own countrymen; are all instances of what I 
have been saying, not to mention any of the di- 
vines however celebrated, since our adversaries 
challenge all those, as men who have too much 
interest in this case to be impartial evidences. 

But what has been often urged as a considera- 
tion of much more weight, is not only the opinion 
of the better sort, but the general consent of man- 
kind to this great truth ; which I think could not 
possibly have come to pass, but from one of the 
three following reasons : either that the idea of a 
God is innate and co-existent with the mind itself; 
or that this truth is so very obvious, that it is dis- 
covered by the firbt exertion of reason in persons 
of the most ordinary capacities ; or lastly, that it 
has been delivered down to us through all ages 
by a tradition from the first man. 

The atheists are equally confounded, to which- 
ever of these three causes we assign it ; they 
have been so pressed by this last argument from 
the general consent of mankind, that after great 
search and pains they pretend to have found out 
a nation of atheists, I mean that polite people the 
Hottentots. 

I dare not shock my readers with the descrip- 
tion of the customs and manners of these barba- 
rians, who are in every respect scarce one degree 
above brutes, having no language among them 
but a confused gabble, which is neither well un- 
derstood by themselves nor others. 

It is not, however, to be imagined how much 
the atheists have gloried in these their good 
friends and allies. 

If we boast of a Socrates or a Seneca, they may 
now confront them with these great philosophers 
the Hottentots. 

Though even this point has, not without rea- 
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son, beea several times controverted, I see no 
manner of harm it could do to religion, if we 
should entirely give them up this elegant part of 
mankind. 

Methinks nothing more shows the weakness of 
their cause, than that no division of their fellow- 
creatures join with them, but those among whom 
they themselves own reason is almost de£ciced, 
and who have little else but their shape which can 
entitle them to any place in the species. 

Besides these poor creatures, there have now 
and then been instances of a few crazy people in 
several nations, who have denied the existence of 
a deity. 

The catalogue of these is, however, very short : 
even Vanini, the most celebrated champion for 
the cause, professed before his judges that he be- 
lieved the existence of a God : and, taking up a 
straw which lay before him on the gi^und, as- 
sured them, that alone was sufficient to convince 
him of it ; alleging several arguments to prove 
that it was impossible nature alone could create 
any thing. 

I was the other day reading an account of Casi- 
mir Lyszynski, a gentleman of Poland, who was 
convicted and executed for this crime. The 
manner of his punishment was very particular. 
As soon as his body was burnt, his ashes were put 
into a cannon, and shot into the air towards Tar- 
tary. ^ 

I am apt to beuev^ that if something like this 
method of punishment should prevail in England 
(such is the natural good sense of the British na- 
tion), that whether we rammed an atheist whole 
into a great gun, or pulverized our infidels, as 
they do in Poland, we should not have many 
charges. 
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I should however premise, wliile our ammuni- 
tion lasted, that, instead of Tartary, we should 
always keep two or three cannons ready pointed 
towards the Cape of Good Hope, in order to 
shoot our unbelievers into the country of the 
Hottentots. 

In my opinion, a solemn judicial death is too 
great an honour for an atheist ; though I must al- 
low the iiaethod of exploding him, as it is practis- 
ed in this ludicrous kind of martyrdom, has 
something in it proper enough to the nature of his 
offence. 

There is indeed a great objection against this 
manner of treating them. Zeal for religion is of 
so effective a nature, that it seldom knows where 
to rest ; for which reason I am afraid, after hav- 
ing discharged our atheists, we might possibly 
think of shooting off our sectaries ; aad as one 
does not foresee the vicissitudes of human affidrs, 
it might one time or other come to a man's own 
turn to fly out of the mouth of a demiculverin. 

If any of my readers imagine that I have treated 
these gentlemen in too ludicrous a manner, I 
must confess, for my own part, I think reasoning 
against such unbelievers, upon a point that shocks 
the common sense of mankind, is doing them too 
great an honour, giving them a figure in the eye 
of the world, and making people fancy that they 
have more in them than they really have. 

As for those persons who h^^ any scheme of 
religious worship, I am forf^elmig such with the 
utmost tenderness, and should endeavour to show 
them their errors with the greatest temper and 
humanity : but as these miscreants are for throw- 
ing down religion in general, for stripping man- 
kind of what themselves own is of excellent use 
in all great societies, without once offering tm 
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establish any thing in the room of it, I think the 
best way of dealing with them, is to retort their 
own weapons upon them, which are those of 
■com and mockery. X. 
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JVbn pudenda f ted non fadendo id quod rum decet, impuden* 
tue nemen effugeve debemtis, 

TULL. 

It is not by blushingy but by not doing what is unbecoming^ 
that we ought to guard against the imputation of impudence. 

Mahy are the epistles I receive from ladies ex- 
tremely afflicted that they lie under the observa- 
tion df scandalous people, who love to defame their 
neighbours, and make the unjustest interpretation 
of innocent and indifferent actions. They des- 
cribe their own behaviour so unhappily, that there 
indeed lies some cause of suspicion upon them. 
It is certain, that there is no authority for persons 
who have nothing else to do, to pass away hours 
of conversation upon the miscarriages of other 
people ; but since they will do so, they who value 
their reputation should be cautious of appearances 
to their disadvantage : but very often our young 
women, as well as the middle aged, and the gay 
part of those growing old, without entering into 
a formal league for that purpose, to a woman 
agree upon a short way to preserve their charac- 
ters, and go on in a way tliat at best is only not 
vicious. The method is, when an ill-natured or 
talkative girl has said any thing that bears hard 
upon some part of another's carriage, this crea- 
ture, if not in any of their little cabals, is run 
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down for the most censorious dangerous body^ in 
the world. Thus they guard their reputation 
rather than their modesty ; as if guilt lay m being 
under the imputation of a fault, and not in a com- 
mission of it. Orbicilla is the kindest poor thing 
in town, but the most blushing creature living. 
It is true, she has not lost the sense of shame, 
but she has lost the sense of innocence. If she 
had more confidence, and never did any thing 
which ought to stain her cheeks, would she not 
be much more modest, without that ambiguous 
suffusion which is the livery both of guilt and in- 
nocence ? Modesty consbts in being conscious ol 
no ill, and not in being ashamed of having done it 
When people go upon any other foundation than 
the truth of their own hearts for the conduct oi 
their actions, it lies in the i power of scandalous 
tongues to carry the world before them, and make 
the rest of mankind fall in with the ill for fear oi 
reproach. On the other hand, to do what you 
ought, is the ready way to make calumny either 
silent, or ineffectually malicious. Spenser, in his 
Fairy Queen, says admirably to young ladies un- 
der the distress of being defamed : 

* The best,' said he, ' that I can you advise. 

Is to avoid the occasion of the ill : 
For when the cause, whence evil doth arise. 

Removed is, th' effect surceaseth still. 
Abstain from pleasure, and restrain your will. 

Subdue desire, and bridle loose delight : 
Use scanty diet, and forbear your fill ; 

Shun secrecy, and talk in open sight : 
So shall you soon repair your present evil plight.' 

Instead of this care over their words and actions: 
recommended by a poet in old queen Bess's days; 
the modern way is to say and do what you please, 
and yet be the prettiest sort of woman in the world. 
If fathers and brothers will defend a lady's ho< 
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nour, she is quite as safe as in her own innocence. 
Many of the distressedi who suffer under the ma- 
lice of evil tongues, are so harmless, that they 
are every day they live asleep till twelve at 
noon ; concern themselves with nothing but their 
own persons till two ; take their necessary food 
between that time and four ; visit, go to the play, 
and sit up at cards till towards the ensuing mom ; 
and the malicious world shall draw conclusions 
from innocent glances, short whispers, or pretty 
familiar railleries with fashionable men, that these 
fair ones are not as rigid as vestals. It is certain, 
say these ' goodest' creatures very well, that vir- 
tue does not consist in constrained behaviour and 
wry faces : that must be allowed : but there is a 
decency in the aspect and manner of ladies, con- 
tracted from a habit of virtue, and from general 
reflections that regard a modest conduct, all 
which may be understood, though they cannot be 
described. A young woman of this sort claims 
an esteem mixed with affection and honour, and 
meets with no defamation ; or, if she does, the 
wild malice is overcome with an undisturbed 
perseverance in her innocence. To speak freely, 
there are such coveys of coquettes about this 
town, that if the peace were not kept by some im- 
pertinent tongues of their own sex, which keep 
them under some restraint, we should have no 
manner of engagement upon them to keep them 
in any tolerable order. 

As I am a Spectator, and behold how plainly 
one part of woman-kind balance the behaviour of 
the other, whatever I may think of tale-bearers or 
slanderers, I cannot wholly suppress them, no 
more than a general would discourage spies. The 
enemy would easily surprise him who they 
knew had no intelligence of their motions. It 
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is so far otherwise wit]|fce, that I acknowledge 
permit a she-slanderer or two in every quart 
of the town^ to live in the character of coquette 
and take all the innocent freedoms of the rest, 
order to send me information of the behavic 
of the respective sisterhoods. 

But as the matter of respect to the world whi< 
looks oU) is carried on, methinks it is so very ea 
to be what is in the general called virtuous, th 
it need not cost one hour's reflection in a mon 
to deserve that appellation. It is pleasant to he 
the pretty rogues talk of virtue and vice amoi 
each other. ^ She is the laziest creature in tl 
world, but, I must confess, strictly virtuous ; tl 
peevishest hussy breathing, but as to her virtu 
she is without blemish. She has not the lee 
charity for any of her acquaintance, but I mu 
allow her rigidly virtuous.* As the unthinkii 
part of the male world call every man a man 
honour who is not a toward ; so the crowd oft] 
othp sex terms every woman who will not be 
wench, virtuous. T. 
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'J\fon tu prece poaci* emaci. 



Qing niai seductia neguecu committere cUvia .* 

Jit bona far a procerum tacitd Ubabit acerrd. 

Hand ctavia promptum eat, murmurque humileaque auaurrea 

TtUere de templia,* et aperto viverevoto. 

JIfena bona,Jhma,Jidea ; hac clari, et ut audiat hoapea, 

nia aibi introraum, et aub Uiigua immurmurat : O at 

JEbulUt patrui prteclarumfunua ! Et O ai 

Sub raatro crepet argenti mifd aeria dextro 

Mercuief pupillvmve utinamy quern proximua harea 

Impello, expnmgam / Ps r s. Sat. ii. v. 3. 

Thou ktiow'st to join 
No bribe anhallow'd to a prayer of thine ; 
Thine, which can ev'ry ear's full test abide, 
!Nor need be mutter'd to the ^Is aside ! 
No, thou aloud majr'st thy petitions trust : 
Thou need'st not whisper, other great ones must. 
For few, my friend, few dare like thee be plain. 
And prayer s low artifice at shrines disdain. 
Few from their pious mumblings dare depart. 
And make profession of their inmost hfart. 
Keep me, indulgent Heaven, through life sincere, 
Keep my mind sound, my reputation clear. 
These wishes they can speak, and we can hear. 
Thus far their wants are audibly exprest : 
Then sinks the voice, and muttering gi'oans the rest. 
Hear, hear at length, good Hercules, my vow ! 
O chink some pot of gold beneath my plough ! 
Could I, O could 1, to my ravish'd eyes 
See my rich uncle's pomnous. funeral rise ; 
Or could 1 once my ward s cold corpse attend ; 
Then all were mine ! 

Where Homer represents Phoenix, the tutor of 
Achilles, as persuading his pupil to lay aside his 
resentment, and give himself up to the entreaties 
of his countrymen, the poet, in order to make him 
speak in character, ascribes to him a speech full 
of those fables and allegories which old men 
take delight in relating, and which are very pro- 

VOL, VII. F 
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per for instruction. ' The gods,' says he, * suffer 
themselves to be prevailed upon by entreaties. 
When mortals have offended them by their trans- 
gressions, they appease them by vows and sacri- 
hces. You mast know, Achilles, that prayers^are 
the daughters of Jupiter. They are crippled by 
frequently kneeling, have their faces full of scars 
and wrinkles, and their eyes always cast towards 
heaven. They are constant attendants on the 
goddess At^, and march behind her. This god- 
dess walks forward with a bold and haughty air; 
and, being very light of foot, runs through the 
whole earth, grieving and afflicting the sons of 
men. She gets the start of Prayers, who always 
follow her, in orvler to heal those persons whom 
she wounds. He who honours these daughters 
of Jupiter, when they draw near to him, receives 
great benefits from them ; but as for him who re- 
jects them, they intreat their father to give his 
orders to the goddess Ate, to punish him for his 
hairiness of heart* This noble allegory needs but 
little explanation ; for, whether the goddess At^ 
signifies injury, as some have explained it; or 
guilt in genei^l, as others; or divine justice, as I 
am more apt to think ; the interpretation is obvi- 
ous enough. 

I shall produce another heathen fable relating 
to prayers, which is of a more diverting kind. 
One would think by some passages in it, that it 
was composed by Lucian, or at least by some au- 
thor who has endeavoured to imitate his way of 
writing ; but as dissertations of this natui*e are 
more curious than useful, I shall give my reader 
the lable, without any furtlier inquiries after the 
author. 

^ ' Menippus the philosopher was a second time 
taken up into heaven by Jupiter, when for his en- 



No. 391. SPECTATOB. . $S 

tertainment, he lifted up a trap-door that was 
placed by his footstool. At its rising, there issu- 
ed through it such a din of cries as astonished 
the philosopher. Upon his asking what they 
meant, Jupiter told him they were the pray.ers 
that were sent up to him from the earth. Menip- 
pus, amidst the confusion of voices, which was 
so great that nothing less than the car of Jove 
could distinguish them, heard the words " riches, 
honour," and " long life," repeated in several dif- 
ferent tones and languages. When the first hub- 
bub of sounds was over, the trap-door being left 
open, the voices came up more separate and dis- 
tinct. The first prayer was a very odd one ; it 
came from Athens, and desired Jupiter to in- 
crease the wisdom and beard of his humble sup- 
plicant. Menippus knew it by the voice to be the 
prayer of his friend Licander the philosopher. 
This was succeeded by the petition of one who had 
just laden a ship, and promised Jupiter, if he took 
care of it, and returned it home again full of riches, 
he would make him an ofi*ering of a silver cup. 
Jupiter thanked him for nothing ; and, bending 
down his ear more attentively than ordinary, 
heard a voice complaining to him of the cruelty 
of an Ephesian widow, and begging him to breed 
compassion in her heart. " This," says Jupiter, 
** is a very honest fellow. I have received a great 
deal of incense from him ; I will not be so cruel 
to him as not to hear his prayers." He was then 
inteiTUpted with a whole volley of vows which 
were made for the health of a tyrannical prince 
by his subjects who prayed for him in his pre- 
sence. Menippus was surprised, after having 
listened to prayers offered up with so much ar- 
dour and devotion, to hear low whispers from the 
same assembly, expostulating with Jove for suf- 
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fering such a tyrant to live, and asking him how 
his thunder could lie idle ? Jupiter was so offend- 
ed at these prevaricating rascals, that he took 
down the first vows, and puffed away the Isust. 
The philosopher seeing a great cloud mounting 
upwards, and making its way directly to the trap- 
door, inquired of Jupiter what it meant. " This," 
says Jupiter, " is the smoke of a whole hecatomb 
that is offered me by the general of an army, who 
is very importunate with me to let him cut off 
an hundred thousand men that are drawn up in 
array against him. What does the impudent wretch 
think I see in him, to believe that I will maker 
a sacrifice of so many mortals as good as himself, 
and all this to his glory forsooth ? But hark !** 
says Jupiter, " there is a voice I never heard but ia 
time of danger: 'tis a rogue that is shipwrecked in 
the Ionian sea. I saved him on a plank but three 
days ago, upon his promise to mend his manners ; 
the scoundrel is not worth a groat, and yet has the 
impudence to offer me a temple, if I will keep 
him from sinking.— r But yonder,'' says he, " is 
a special youth for you ; he desires me to take his 
father, who keeps a great estate from him, out of 
the miseries of human life. The old fellow shall 
live till he makes his heart ache, I can tell him that 
for his pains.^' This was followed up by the soft 
voice of a pious lady,de siring Jupiter that she might 
appear amiable and charming in the sight of her 
emperor. As the philosopher was reflecting on 
this extraordinary petition, there blew a gentle 
wind through the trap-door, which he at first took 
for a gentle gale of zephyrs, but afterwards found 
it to be a breeze of sighs. They smelt strong of 
flowers and incense, and were succeeded by most 
passionate complaints of wounds and torments, 
^re and arrows, crueUy> despair and death. Me- 
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nippus fancied that such lamentable cries arose 
from soWie general execution, or from wretches 
lying under the torture ; but Jupiter told him that 
they came up to him from the isle of Paphos, and 
that he every day received complaints of the same 
nature from that whimsical tribe of mortals who 
are called lovers. " I am so trifled with,*' says he, 
^ by this generation of both sexes, and find it so 
impossible to please them, whether I grant or re- 
fuse their petitions, that I shall order a western 
wind for the future to intercept them in their pas- 
sage, and blow them at random upon the earth." 
The last petition I heard was from a very aged 
man, of near an hundred years old, begging but 
for one year more of life, and then promising to 
be contented. "This is the rarest old fellow !" 
says Jupiter ; " he has made this prayer to me 
for above twenty years together. When he was 
but fifty years old, he desired only that he might 
live to see his son settled in the world. I granted 
it. He then begged the same favour for his 
daughter, and afterwards that he might see the 
education of a grandson. When all this was 
brought about, he puts up a petition that he might 
live to finish a house he was building. In short, 
he is an unreasonable old cur, and never wants an 
excuse ; 1 will hear no more of him." Upon 
which he flung down the trap-door in a passion, 
and was resolved to give no more audiences that 
day.' 

Notwithstanding the levity of this fable, the 
moral of it very well deserves our attention, and 
is the same with that which has been inculcated 
by Socrates and Plato, not to mention Juvenal and 
Persius, who have each of them made the finest 
satire in their whole works upon this subject. 
The vanity of men's wishes, which are the rvaxvix^JL 

F 2 
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prayers of the mind, as well as many of those se- 
cret devotions which they offer to the Supreme 
Being, are sufficiently exposed by it. Among 
other reasons for set forms of pi-ayer, I have often 
thought it a very good one, that by this means 
the folly and extravagance of men's desires may 
be kept within due bounds, and not break out in 
absurd and ridiculous petitions on so great and 
solenm an occasion. I. 
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Per ambages et mznuteria deorwn 
JPracipitttndus eat liber spinttu. 



Petron. 



By fable's aid angovem'd fancy soars. 

And claims the ministry of heavenly powers. 

The Transformation of Fidelio into a Looking^ 

glass. 

' MR. SPECTATOR, 

* I WAS lately at a tea-table, where some 
young ladies entertained the company with a rela- 
tion of a coquette in the neighbourhood, who had 
been discovered practising before her glass. To 
turn the discourse, which from being witty grew 
to be malicious, the matron of the family took oc- 
casion from the subject to wish that there were to 
be found amongst men such faithful monitors to 
dress the mind by, as we consult to adorn the 
body. She added, that if a sincere friend were 
miraculously changed into a looking-glass, she 
should not be ashamed to ask its advice very often. 
This whimsical thought worked so much upon 
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my fancy the ivhole evening, that it produced a 
very odd dream. 

* Methought that as I stood before my glass, 
the image of a youth of an open ingenuous as- 
pect appeared in it, who with a shrill voice spoke 
in the following manner : 

" The looking-glass you see was heretofore a 
man, even I the unfoitunate Fidelio. I had two 
brothers, whose deformity in shape was made up 
by the clearness of their understandings. It must 
be owned, however, that (as it generally happens) 
they had each a perverseness of humour suitable 
to their distortion of body. The eldest, whose 
belly sunk in monstrously, was a great coward ; 
and, though this splenetic contracted temper made 
him take lire immediately, he made objects that 
beset him appear greater than they were. The 
second, whose breast swelled into a bold relievo, 
on the contraiy, took great pleasure in lessening 
'every thing, and was perfectly the reverse of his 
brother. These oddnesses pleased company once 
or twice, but disgusted when often seen; for 
which reason, the young gentlemen were sent 
from court to study mathematics at the uni- 
versity. 

« I need not acquaint you that I was very well 
made, and reckoned a bright polite gentleman. 
I was the confidant and darling of all the fair; and 
if the old and ugly spoke ill of me, all the world 
knew it was because I scorned to flatter them. 
No ball, no assembly, was attended till I had been 
consulted. Flavia coloured her hair before me, 
Celia showed me her teeth, Panthea heaved her 
bosom, Cleora brandished her diamond ; I have 
seen Chloe's foot, and tied artificially the garters 
of Rhodope. 

" It is a general maxim, that those who doat 
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upon themselves can have no violent affection fior 
another : but on the contrary, I found that the 
women's passion rose for me in proportion to the 
love they bore to themselves. This was verified 
in my amour with Narcissa^ who was so constant 
to me, that it was pleasantly said, had I been lit- 
tle enough, she would have hung me at her gir- 
dle. The most dangerous rival I had was a gay 
emply fellow, who by the strength of a long inter- 
course with Narcissa, joined to his natural en- 
dowments, had formed himself into a perfect re- 
semblance with her. I had been discarded, had 
she not observed that he frequently asked my 
opinion about matters of the last conse(|uence. 
This made me still more considerable in her eye. 

" Though I was eternally caressed by the ladies, 
such was their opinion of my honour, that I was 
never envied by the men. A jealous lover of 
Narcissa one day thought he had caught her in 
^an amorous conversation : for, though he was at 
such a distance that he could hear nothing, he 
imagined strange things from her aii^s and ges^ 
tures. Sometimes with a serene look she stepped 
back in a listening posture, and brightened mto 
an innocent smile. Quickly after she swelled in- 
to an air of majesty and disdain, then kept her 
eyes half shut after a languishing manner, then 
covered her blushes with her hand, breathed a 
sigh, and seemed ready to sink down. In rushed 
the furious lover ; but how great was his surprise 
to see no one there but the innocent Fidelio, 
with his back against the wall betwixt two win- 
dows 1 

" It were endless to recount all my adventures. 
Let me hasten to that which cost me my life, and 
Narcissa her happiness. 

" She had the misfortune to have the small-pox^ 
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ipon which I was expressly forbid her sight, it 
>eing apprehended that it would increase her dis- 
emper, and that I should infallibly catch it at the 
irst look. As soon as she was suffered to leave 
ler bed, she stole out of her chamber, and found 
ne all alone in an adjoining apartment. She ran 
Mrith transport to her darling, and without mix- 
:ure of fear lest I should dislike her. But, oh me ! 
nrhat was her fury when she heard me say, I was 
ifraid and shocked at so loathsome a spectacle ! 
^he stepped back, swollen with rage, to see if I 
lad the insolence to repeat it. I did, with this ad- 
iition, that her ill-timed passion had increased her 
jgliness. Enraged, inflamed, distracted, she 
matched a bodkin, and with all her force stabbed 
nc to the heart. Dying, I preserved my sincerity, 
md expressed the truth, though in broken words ; 
md by reproachful grimaces to the last I mimick- 
ed the deformity of my murderess. 

/' Cupid, who always attends the fair, and pitied 
lie fate of so useful a servant as I was, obtained 
>f the Destinies, that my body should remain 
Dcprruptible, and retain the qualities my mind 
lad possessed. I immediately lost the figure of 
i man, and became smooth, polished, and bright, 
md to this day am the first favourite of the ladies." 

T. 



No. 393. THURSDAY, MAY 31, 1712. 

J\tlsscio quA prceter solitum dulcedine lati. 

ViRG. Georg. i. 41^. 

Unosual sweetness purer joys inspires. 

liOOKiNG over the letters that have been sent me, 
[ chanced to find the following one, which I re- 
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Chived about two years ago from an ingenious 
friend who was then in Denmark. 

< DEAR SIR, Copenhagen, May I, 17ia 

* The spring with you has already takes 
possession of the fields and woods. Now is the 
season of solitude, and of moving complaints upon 
trivial sufferings. Now the griefs of lovers begin 
to flow, and the wounds to bleed afresh. I t00| 
at this distance from the softer climates, am not 
without my discontents at present. You may per- 
haps laugh at me for a most romantic wretchf 
when I have disclosed to you the occasion of my 
uneasiness; and yet I cannot help thinking my 
unhappiness real, in being confined to a region 
which is the very reverse of Paradise. The sea- 
sons here are all of them unpleasant, and the 
country quite destitute of rural charms. I have 
not heard a bird sing, nor a brook murmur, nor a 
breeze whisper, neither have I been blest with 
the sight of a floweiy meadow, these two years. 
Every wind here is a tempest, and every water a 
tu I bu lent ocean. I hope, when you reflect a littlcy 
you will not think the grounds of my complaint 
in the least frivolous and unbecoming a man oi 
serious thought; since the love of woods, of 
fields and flowers, of rivers and fountains, seems 
to be a passion implanted in our natures the 
most early of any, even before the fair-sex had a 
being. 

I am, Sir,' 8cc. 

Could I transport myself, with a wish, from one 
country to another, I should choose to pass my 
winter in Spain, my spring in Italy, my summer 
in England, and my autumn in France. Of all 
these seasons there is none that can vie with the 
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Spring for beauty and delightfulness. It bears 
the same figure among the seasons of the year, 
that the morning does among the divisions of the 
day, or youth among the stages of life. The 
£nglish summer is pleasanter than that of any 
other country in Europe, on no other account but 
because it has a greater mixture of spring in it. 
The mildness of our climate, with those frequent 
refreshments of dews and rains that fall among 
us, keep up a perpetual cheerfulness in our fields, 
and fill the hottest months of the year with a lively 
verdure. 

In the opening of the spring, when all nature be- 
gins to recover herself, the same animal pleasure 
which makes the birds sing, and the whole brute 
creation rejoice, rises very sensibly in the heart 
of man. I knpw none of the poets who have ob- 
served so well as Milton those secret overflowings 
of gladness which diffuse themselves through the 
mind of the beholder, upon surveying the gay 
scenes of nature : he has touched upon it twice or 
thrice in his Paradise Lost, and describes it very 
beautifully under the name of * vernal delight,' in 
that passage where he represents the devil him- 
self as almost sensible of it: 

* B1os8(tm8 and fruits at once of golden hue 

Appcar'd with gay enamell'd colours mixt : 

On which the sun more glad impressed his beams 

Than in fair evening cloud, or humid bow. 

When God hath shower'd the earth ; so lovely seem'd 

That landskip : and of pure now purer air 

Meets his approach, and to the heart inspires 

Vernal delight, and joy able to drive 

All sadness, btlt despair,' &c. 

Many authors have written on the vanity of the 
creature, and represented the barrenness of every 
thing in this world, and its incapacity of producing 
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any solid or substantial happiness* As discourses 
of this .nature are very useful to the sensual and 
voluptuous, those speculations which show the 
bright side of things, and lay forth those innocent 
entertainments which are to be met with among 
the several objects that encompass us, are no less 
beneficial to men of dark and melancholy tempers. 
It was for this reason that I endeavoured to re- 
commend a cheerfulness of mind in my two last 
Saturday's papers, and which I would still incal- 
cate, not only from the consideration of ourselvesi 
and of that Being on whom we depend, nor from 
the general survey of that universe in which we 
are placed at present, but from reflections on the 
particular season in which this paper is written. 
The creation is a perpetual feast to the mind of a 
good man ; every thing he sees, cheers and delights 
him. Providence has imprinted so many smiles 
on nature, that it is impossible f(»r a mind which 
is not sunk in more gross and sensual delights, 
to take a survey of them without several secret 
sensations of pleasure. The psalmist has, in 
several of his divine poems, celebrated those 
beautiful and agreeable scenes which make the 
heart glad, and produce in it that vernal delight 
which I have before taken notice of. 

Natural philosophy quickens this taste of the 
creation, and renders it not only pleasing to the 
imagination, but to the understanding. It does 
not rest in the murmur of brooks and the melody 
of birds, in the shade of groves and woods, or 
in the embroidery of fields and meadows ; but 
considers the several ends of Providence which 
arc served by them, and the wonders of divine 
wisdom which appear in them. It heightens the 
pleasures of the eye, and raises such a rational 
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admiration in the soul as is little inferior to de- 
votion. 

It is not in the power of every one to offer up 
this kind of worship to the great Author of nature^ 
and to indulge these more refined meditadons of 
hearty which are doubtless highly acceptable hx 
his sight; I shall therefore conclude this shor& 
essay on that pleasure which the mind naturally 
conceives from the present season of the year, by 
the recommending of a practice for which every 
one has sufficient abilities. 

I would have my readers endeavour to moralize 
this natural pleasure of the soul, and to improve 
this vernal delight, as Milton calls it, into a 
Christian virtue. When we find ourselves in- 
spired with this pleasing instinct, this secret satis- 
faction and complacency arising from the beauties ' 
of the creation, let us consider to whom we stand 
indebted for all these entertainments of sense, and 
who it is that thus opens his hand, and fills the 
world with good. The apostle instructs us to 
take advantage of our present temper of mind, to 
graft upon it such a religious exercise as is par- 
ticularly conformable to it, by that precept which 
advises those who are sad to pray, and those who 
are merry to sing psalms. The cheerfulness of 
heart which springs up in us from the survey of 
nature's works, is an admirable preparation for 
gratitude. The mind has gone a great way to- 
wards praise and thanksgiving, that is filled with 
such secret gladness — a grateful reflection on the 
Supreme Cause who produces it, sanctifies it in 
the soul, and gives it its proper value. Such an 
habitual disposition of mind consecrates every 
field and wood, turns an ordinary walk into a 
morning or evening sacrifice, and will improve 
those transient gleams of joy which naturally 

vt)L. vri. G 
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brighten op and refresh the soul on such occa- 
sions, into an inviolable and perpetual state of 
bliss and happiness. !• 
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Bene eoIUffitur hac piteris et tnuliercnUa et serves et serv^ 
mm siimllimis Hberis esse grata : gravi verd homim et ea 
quie Jiunt judicio certo ponderaiiti, probari posse nullQ 
viodo. TuLL. 

It is obTious to see, that these things are ¥617 aeceptaUe to 
children, young women, and servants, and to such asrooct 
resemble servants; but that they can by no means meet 
with the approbation of people of tliought and cooai- 
dei-atiou. 

I HAVE been considering the little and frivolous 
things which give men accesses to one another^ 
and power with each other, not only in the com- 
mon and indifferent accidents of life, but also in 
matters of greater importance. You see in elec- 
tions for members to sit in parliament, how far 
saluting rows of old women, drinking with clowns, 
and being upon a level with the lowest part of 
mankind, in that wherein they themselves are 
lowest, their diversions, will carry a candidate. 
A capacity for pix)stituting a man's self in his be- 
haviour, and descending to the present humour 
of the vulgar, is pci*haps as good an ingredient 
as any other ifor making a considerable figure in 
the world ; and if a man has nothing else or bet- 
ter to chink of, he could not make his way to 
wealth and distinction by properer methods, than 
studying the paiticuiar btiit or inclination of 
people with whom he converses, and working 
from the observation of such their bias in uU mat- 
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ters wherein he has any intercourse -with them : 
for his ease and comfort' he may assure himself, 
he need not be at the expense of any great talent 
or virtue to please even those who are possessed 
of the highest qualifications. Pride, in some par- 
ticular disguise or other, (often a secret to the 
proud man himself) is the most ordinary spring 
of action among men. You need no more than 
to discover what a man values himself for ; then 
of all things admire that quality, but be sure to 
be failing in it yourself in comparison of the man 
whom you courts I have heard, or read, of a se- 
cretary of state in Spain, who served a prince who 
was happy in an elegant use of the Latin tongue, 
and often writ dispatches in it with his own hand. 
The king showed his secretaiy a letter he had 
•written to a foreign prince, and, under the colour 
of asking his advice, laid a trap for his applause. 
The honest man read it as a faithful counsellor, 
and not only excepted against his tying himself 
down too much by some expressions, but mended 
the phrase in others. You may guess the dis- 
patches that evening did not take much longer 
time. Mr. Secretary, as soon as he came to his 
own house, sent for his eldest son, and communi- 
cated to him that the family must retire out of 
Spain as soon as possible; 'for,' said he, 'the 
king knows I understand Latin better than he 
does/ 

This egregious fault in a man of the world 
•should be a lesson to all who would m^ke their 
fortunes : but a regard must be carefully had to 
the person with whom you have to do; for it is 
not to be doubted but a great man of common 
sense must look with secret indignation, or bri- 
dled laughter, on all the slaves who stand around 
him with ready faces to approve and smile at all 
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he says m the gross. It is good comedy enough 
to observe a superior talking half sentences, and 
playing an humble admirer's countenance from 
one thing to another, with such perplexity, that 
he knows not what to sneer in approbation of. 
But this kind of complaisance is peculiarly the 
manner of courts ; in all other places you must 
constantly go further in compliance with the per- 
sons you have to do with, than a mere conformity 
of looks and gestures. If you are in a country 
life, and would be a leading man, a good sto- 
miich, a loud voice, and rustic cheerfulness, will 
go a great way, provided you are able to drinki 
and drink any thing. But I was just now going to 
draw the manner of behaviour I would advise 
people to practise under some maxim ; and inti- 
mated, that every one almost was governed by his 
pride. There was an old fellow about forty years, 
ago so peevish and fretful, though a man of busi- 
ness, that no one could come at him ; but he fre- 
quented a particular little coffee-house, where he 
triumphed over every body at trick-track and back- 
gammon. The way to pass his office well, was 
first to be insulted by \Am at one of those games 
in his leisure hours ; for his vanity was to show 
that he was a man of pleasure as well as busi- 
ness. Next to this sort of insinuation, which is 
culled in ail places (from its taking its birth in the 
household of princes) making one's court, the 
most prevailing way is, by what better-bred peo- 
ple call a present, the vulgar a bribe. I humbl]^ 
conceive that such a thing is conveyed with more 
gallantry in a billet-doux that should be under- 
stood at the bank, than in gross money : but as to 
stubborn people, who are so surly as to accept of 
neither note nor cash, having formerly dabbled 
in chemistry, I can only say, that one part of mat- 
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ter asks one thing, and another another, to make 
it fluent ; but there is nothing but may be dis- 
solved by a proper mean. Thus, the virtue 
-which is too obdurate for gold or paper, shall melt 
away very kindly' in a liquid. The island of Bar- 
badoes (a shrewd people) manage all their ap- 
peals to Great Britain by a skilful distribution of 
citron water* among the whisperers about men in 
power. Generous wines do every day prevail, 
and that in great points, where ten thousand 
times their value would have been rejected with 
indignation. 

But, to wave the enumeration of the sundry 
ways of applying by presents, bribes, manage- 
ment of people's passions and affections in such 
a manner as it shall appear that the virtue of the 
best man is by one method or other corruptible, 
let us look out for some expedient to turn those 
passions and affections on the side of truth and 
honour. When a man has laid it down for a po- 
sition, that parting with his integrity, in the mi- 
nutest circumstance, is lositi'g so much of his 
very self, self-love will become a virtue. By this 
means good and evil will be the only objects of 
dislike and approbation ; and he that injures any 
man, has effectually wounded the man of this turn 
as much as if the - harm had been to himself. 
This seems to be the only expedient to arrive at 
an impartiality ; and a man who follows the dic- 
tates of truth and right reason, may by artifice be 
led into error, but never can into guilt. T, 

* Theu commonly called Bgrbadoes water. 
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Quod nunc ratio est, impetus antifuit. 

Ovid. llem. Amor. 10. 

'Tib reason now, 'twas appetite beforA 

< Beware of the ides of March/ said the RomaB 
augur to Julius Caesar : < Beware of the month of 
May/ says the British Spectator to his fair coua- 
try-women. The caution of the first was unhap^ 
piiy neglected, and Caesar's confidence cost him 
his life. I am apt to flatter myself that my pret^ 
ty readers had much more regard to the advice I 
gave them^ since I have yet received very few 
accounts of any notorious trips made in, the last 
month. 

But, though I hope for the best, I shall not 
pronounce too positively on this point, till I have 
seen forty weeks well over ; at which period.of 
time, as my good fri)snd sir Roger has often told 
me, he has more busuiess as a justice of peacOf 
among the dissolute young people in the countryy 
than any other season in the year. 

Neither must I forget a letter which I received 
near a fortnight since from a lady, who, it seems, 
could hold out no longer, telling me she looked 
upon the month as then out, for that she had all 
along reckoned by the new style. 

On the other hand, I have great reason to be- 
lieve, from several angry letters which have been 
sent to me by disappointed lovers, that my advice 
has been of very signal service to the fair sex, 
who, according to the old proverb, were * fore- 
warned, forearmed.' 

One of these gentlemen tells me^ that he would 
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have given me an hundred pounds, rather than I 
should have published that paper ; for that his 
mistress who had promised to explain herself to 
him about the beginning of May, upon reading 
that discourse told him, that she would give him 
her answer in June. 

Thyrsis acquaints me, that when he desired 
Sylvia to take a walk in the fields, she told him 
the Spectator had forbidden her. 

Another of my correspondents, who writes 
himself Mat Meager, complains that, Vhereas he 
constantly used to breakfast with his mistress up- 
on chocolate, going to wait upon her the first of 
May, he found his usual treat very much chang- 
ed for the worse, and has been forced to feed 
ever since upon green tea. 

As I began this critical season with a caveat to 
the ladies, I shall conclude it with a congratula- 
tion, and do most heartily wish them joy of their 
happy deliverance. 

They may now reflect with pleasure on the dan- 
gers they have escaped, and look back with as 
much satisfaction on the perils that threatened 
them, as their great grandmothers did formerly 
on the burning plough shares, after having pas- 
sed through the ordeal trial. The instigations of 
the spring are now abated. The nightingale gives 
over her ' love -labour 'd song,' as Milon phrase 3 
it ; the blossoms are fallen, and the beds of flow- 
ers swept away by the scythe of the mower. 

I shall now allow my fair readers to return to 
their romances and chocolate, provided they make 
use of them with moderation, till about the mid- 
dle of the month, when the sun shall have made 
some progress in the Crab. Nothing is more 
dangerous than too much confidence and securi- 
ty. The Trojans who stood upon th^ir guard all 
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the while the Grecians lay before the city, 
they fancied the siege was raised, and the t 
pastj were the very next night burnt in thei 
I must observe, that as in some climates tl 
perpetual spring, so in some female co 
tions there is a perpetual May. ^ These 
kind of valetudinarians in chastity, whom I 
continue in a constant diet. I cannot thinlb 
wholly out of danger, till they have lookec 
the other sex at least five years through the 
tacles. Will Honeycomb has often assur< 
that it is much easier to steal one of this s] 
when she is passed her grand climacteric, t 
carry off an icy girl on this side five-and-tv 
and that a rake of his acquaintance, who 1 
vain endeavoured to gain the affections of a 
lady of fifteen, had at last made his fortu 
running away with her grand-mother. 

But as I do not design th^s speculation i 
evergreens of the sex, I shall again apply i 
to those who would willingly listen to the di 
of reason and virtue, and can now hear 
cold blood. If there are any who have foi 
their innocence, they must now consider 
selves under that melancholy view in whicl 
mont considers his sister, in those bes 
lines : 



-Long she flourishM, 



Grew sweet to senie, and lovely to the eye. 
Till at the last a cruel spoiler came, 
Cropt this'fair rose, and rifled all its sweetness. 
Then cast it Kke a loathsome weed away.' 

On the contrary, she who has observe 
timely cautions I gave her and lived up 1 
rules of modesty, will now flourish like 'a i 
June/ with all her virgin blushes and swe 



I 
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about her. I must, however, desire these last to 
consider, how shameful it would be for a general, 
who has made a successful campaign, to be sur- 
prised in his winter quarters. It would be no less 
dishonourable for a lady to lose, in any other 
month of the year, what she has been at the pains 
to preserve in May. 

There is no charm in the female sex that can 
supply the place of virtue. Without innocence, 
beauty is unlovely, and quality contemptible; 
good-breeding degenerates into wantonness, and 
wit into impudence. It is observed, that all the 
virtues are represented by both painters and sta- 
tuaries under female shapes ; but if any of them 
has a more particular title to that sex, it is mo- 
desty, I shall leave it to the divines to guard 
them against the opposite vice, as they may be 
overpowered by temptations. It is sufficient for 
me to have warned them against it, as they may 
be led astray by instinct. 

I desire that this paper may be read with more 
than ordinary attention, at all tea-tables within 
the cities of London and Westminster. 

X. 
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Barbaro, Celarent, Darii, Feria, Baralipttm. 

Having a great deal of business upon my hands 
at present, I shall beg the reader's leave to pre- 
sent him with a letter that I received about half 
a year ago from a gentleman at Cambridge, who 
styles himself Peter de Quir. I have kept it by 
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xne some months; and, though I did not know at 
first what to make of it, upon my reading it over 
very frequently I have at last discovered several 
conceits in it : I would not therefore have my rea- 
der discouraged if he does not take them at the 
first perusal. 

* TO THE SPECTATOR. 

^ From St. Jolm'a College, Cambridge, Feb, 3, 1712. 

« Sir, 

< The monopoly of puns in this university 
has been animmemorisil privilege of the Johnians;* 
and we can't help resenting the late invasion of 
our ancient right as to that particular, by a little 
pretender to clenching in a neighbouring coUeee, 
who in application to you by way of letter, a while 
ago, styled himself Philobrune. Dear sir, as you 
are by character a profest well-wisher to specula* 
tion, you will excuse a remark which this gentle- 
man's passion for the brunette has suggested to a 
brother theorist : it is an offer towards a mechan- 
ical account of his lapse to punning, for he belongs 
to a set of mortals who value themselves upon an 
uncommon mastery in the more humane and p<h 
lite parts of letters. 

' A conquest by one of this species of femalei 
gives a very odd turn to the intellectuals of the 
captivated person, and very different from that 
way of thinking which a triumph from the eyes of 
another, more emphatically of the fair sex, does 
generally occasion. It fills the imagination 
with an assemblage of such ideas and pictures as 
arc hardly any thing but shade, such as night, the 
devil, &c. These portraitures very near over- 

* Tilt 3tadento of St John's college 
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wer the light of the understanding, almost be- 
;ht the faculties, and give that melancholy tinc- 
*e to the most sanguine complexion, which this 
ntleman calls an inclination to be in a brown- 
idy, and is usually attended with worse conse- 
ences, in case of a repulse. During this twl- 
bt of intellects, the patient is extremely apt, as 
'6 is the most witty passion in nature, to offer 
some pert sallies now and then, by way of flou- 
h, upon the amiable enchantress, and unfortu- 
:ely stumbles upon that mongrel miscreated 
.speak in Miltonic) kind of wit, vulgarly termed 
i pun. It would not be much amiss to consult 

'. T W (who is certainly a very able 

>Jector, and whose system of divinity and spiri- 
d mechanics obtains very much among the bet- 
' part of our undergraduates) whether a gene- 
intermarriage, enjoined by parliament, between 
s sisterhood of the olive-beauties and the fra- 
nity of the people called quakers, would not 

a very serviceable expedient, and abate that 
^rftow of light which shines within them so 
Rrerfully, that it dazzles their eyes, and dances 
ixn into a thousand vagaries of error and enthu- 
sm. These reflections may impart some light 
irards a discovery of the origin of punning 
ong us, and the loundation of its prevailing so 
g in this famous body. It is notorious, from 
! instance under consideration, that it must be 
ing chiefly to the use of brown jugs, muddy 
ch, and the fumes of a certain memorable 
ce of rendezvous with us at meals, known by 

name of Staincoat Hole : for the atmosphere 
the kitchen, like the tail of a comet, predomi- 
cs least about the fire, but resides behind, and 
s the fragrant receptacle above mentioned. Be- 
es, it is further observable, that the delicate 
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spirits among us, who declare against these nan 
seous proceedings, sip tea, and put up for criti< 
and amour, profess likewise an equal abhorrenci 
for punning, the ancient innocent diversion of thi 
society. After all, sir, • though it may appeti 
something absurd that I seem to approach yoi 
with the air of an advocate for punning, (you wh< 
have justified your censures of the practice in: 
set dissertation upon that subject*) yet I am cod 
fident you will think it abundantly atoned for Ir 
observing, that this humbler exercise may be » 
instrumental in diverting us from any innovadD] 
schemes and hypotheses in wit, as dwelling upoi 
honest orthodox logic would be in securing u 
from heresy in religion. Had Mr. W— -n*l 
researches been confined within the bounds c 
Ramus or Crackenthorp, that learned newsmon 
ger might have acquiesced in what the holy ora 
cies pronounced upon the deluge like othc 
Christians ; and had the surprising Mr. L 
been content with the employment of refining uf 
on Shakspcare's points and quibbles (for whic 
he must be allowed to have a superlative genius, 
and now and then penning a catch or a ditty^ ir 
stead of inditing odes and sonnets, the gentleme 
of the bon goiU in the pit would never have bee 
put to all that grimace in damning the fripper 
of state, the poverty and languor of thought) th 
unnatural wit, and inartificial structure of his drs 
mas. 

I am, SIB, 
Your very humble servant^ 

Peter db Quir.* 

* See Spect. No. 61. 
t Mr. Whiiton. 
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'DoUr ipte eUsertam 



FeeertU' 

Ovid. Met. xiii. 835. 

Her grief inspired her then with eloquence. 

As the Stoic philosophers discard all passions in 
general, they will not allow a wise man so mucb 
as to pity the afflictions of another, < If thou seest 
thy friend in trouble/ says Epictetus, ^ thou may- 
est put on a look of sorrow, and condole with himy 
but take care that thy sorrow be not real.' The 
more rigid of this sect would not comply so far as 
tp show even 3Uch an outward appeai*ance of grief; 
but, when one told them of any calamity that had 
be&llen even the nearest of their acquaintance^ 
would immediately reply, < What is that to me V 
If 3rou aggravated the circumstance of the afflic- 
tion, and showed how one misfortune was follow- 
ed by another, the answer was still, < All this may 
be true, and what is it to me V 

For my own part, I am of opinion, compassion 
does not only refine and civilize human nature, 
but has something in it more pleasing and ugree« 
able than what can be met with in such an indolent 
happiness, such an indifference to mankind, as 
Ihat in which the Stoics placed their wisdom. As 
love is the most delightful passion, pity is nothing 
else but love softened by a degree of sorrow. In 
short, it is a kind of pleasing anguish, as well as 
generous sympathy, that knits mankind together, 
and blends them in the same common lot. 

Those who have laid down rules for rhetoric or 
poetry, advise the writer to work himself up, if 

voi^ VII. n 



7^ SraCTATOB. No. 39^ 

possible, to the pitch of sorrow which he endea- 
vours td produce in others. There are none 
therefore who stir up pity so much as those who 
indite their own sufferings. Grief has a natural 
eloquence belonging to it, and breaks out in more 
moving sentiments than can be supplied by the 
finest imagination. Nature on this occasion dic- 
tates a thousand passionate things which cannot be 
supplied by art. 

It is for this reason that the short speeches or 
sentences which we often meet with in histories 
make a deeper impression on the mind of the 
reader than the most laboured stt'okes- in a well- 
written tragedy. Truth and matter of fact sets 
the person actually before us in the one, whom 
fiction places at a greater distance from us in the 
other. I do not remember to have seen any an- 
cient or modern^story more affecting than a letter 
of Ann of Bologne, wife to king Henry the 
Eighth, and mother to queen Elizabeth, which is 
still extant in the Cotton library, as written by 
her own hand. 

Shakspeare himself could not have made her 
talk in a strain so suitable to her condition and 
character. One sees in it the expostulation of a 
slighted lover, the resentment of an injured wo- 
man, and the sorrows of an imprisoned queen. I 
need not acquaint my readers that this princess 
was then under prosecution for disloyalty to the 
king's bed, and that she was afterwards publicly 
beheaded upon the same account; though this 
prosecution was believed by many to proceed, as 
she herself intimates, rather from the king's love 
to Jane Seymour, than from any actual crime m 
Ann of Bologne. 
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Queen Ann Boleyn'a last letter to King Henry, 

SIR, 

Cotton Lib. 7 < Your grace's displeasure, aiid my 
Otho C. 10. ^ imprisonment, are things so strange 
unto me, as what to write, or what to excuse, I 
am altogether ignorant. Whereas you send unto 
me, (willing me to confess a truth, and to obtaiji 
your favour) by such an one, whom you know to 
be mine ancient professed enemy,. I ro sooner 
receiyed this message by him, than I rightly con- 
ceived your meaning ; and if, as you say, confes- 
sing a truth indeed may procure my safety, I shall 
with all willingness and duty perfonn your com- 
mand. 

* But let not your grace ever imagine, that your 
poor'wife will ever be brought to acknowledge a 
^ult, where not so much as a thought thereof pre- 
ceded. And to speak a truth, never prince had 
wife more loyal in all duty, and in all true affec- 
tion, than you haye ever found in Ann Boleyn : 
with which name and place I could willingly have 
contented myself, if God and your grace's plea- 
sure had been so pleased. Neither did I at any 
time so far forget myself in my exaltation or re- 
ceived queen-ship, but that I always looked for 
such an alteration as I now find ; for the ground 
of my preferment being on no surer foundation 
than your grace's fancy, the least alteration I 
Jknew was fit and sufficient to draw that fancy to 
some other object. You have chosen me from a 
low estate to be your queen and companion, far 
beyond my desert or desire. If then you found 
me worthy of such honour, good your grace^ l^t 
not any light fancy, or b^id counsel of mine ene- 
mies, withdraw your piincely favour from me; 
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neither let that stain^ that unworthy stain, of 
a disloyal h^art towards your good grace, ever 
Cast so foul a blot on your most dutiful wife, and 
the infant princess your daughter. Try me, 
good king, but let me have a lawful trial, and let 
not my sworn enemies sit as my accusers and 
judges ; yea, let me receive an open trial, for my 
truth shall fear no open shame ; then shall you 
see cither mine innocence cleared, your suspi- 
cion and conscience satisfied, the ignominy voA 
slander of the world stopped, or my guilt openly 
declared. So that, whatsoever God or you may 
determine of me, your grace may be freed from 
an open censure : and mine offence being so law- 
fully proved, your grace is at liberty, both before 
God and man, not only to execute worthy punish- 
ment on me as an unlawful wife, but to follow your 
affection, already settled on that party, for whose 
sake I am now as I am, whose name I could some 
good while since have pointed unto, your grace 
not being ignorant of my suspicion therein. 

^ But if you have already determined of me, and 
that not only my death, but an infamous slander 
must bring you the enjoying of your desired hap- 
piness ; then I desire of God, that he will pardon 
your great sin therein, and likewise mine enemies, 
the instruments thereof; and that he will not call 
you to a strict account for your unprincely and 
cruel usage of me, at his general judgment seat, 
where both you and myself must shortly appear^ 
and in whose judgment I doubt not (whatsoever 
the world may think of me) mine innocence shall 
be openly known, and sufRciently cleared. 

^ My last and only request shall be, that mjrself 
may only bear the burden of your grace's displea- 
sure and that it ms^ not touch the innocent souls 
of those poor gentlemen, who (as I understand) 
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arc likewise in strait imprisonment for my 
If ever I have found favour in your sight, i 
the name of Ann Boleyn hath been pleasi. 
your ears, then let me obtain this request, 
will so leave to trouble your grace any far 
•with mine earnest prayers to the Trinity, to . 
your grace in his good keeping, and to direct 
in all your actions. From ray doleful prisoi 
the Tower, this sixth of May ; 
Your most loyal 

and ever faithful wife, 
I*. Ann Boleyn.' 



No. 398. FRIDAY, JUNE 6, 1712. 



Jhsanire pares eerta ratione modoque. 

HoR. 2 Sat. Hi. 27^. 

You'd be a fool 
With art and wisdom, and be mad by rule. 

Creech. 

TNTHio and Flavia are persons of distinction in 

is town, who have been lovers these ten months 

t past, and writ to each other for gallantry sake 

ier those feigned names ; Mr. Such-a-one and 

s.Such-a-one not being capable of raising the 

I out of the ordinary tracts and passages of life, 

o that elevation which makes the life of the 

noured so much superior to that of the rest of 

vorld. But ever since the beauteous Cecilia 

nadc such a figure as she now does in the 

'. of charming women, Cynthio has been se- 

• one of her adorers. Laetitia has been the 

woman in town these three months, and so 

'ynthio has acted the part jof a Jover very 

H 2 
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awkwardly in the presence of Flavia. Flavia has 
been too blind towards him, and has too sincere 
an heart of her own to observe a thousand things 
which would have discovered this change of mind 
to any one less engaged than she was. Cjmthio 
was musing yesterday in the piazza in Covent- 
garden, and was saying to himself that he waa s 
very ill man to go on in visiting and professing 
love to Flavia, when his heart was enthralled to 
another. It is an infirmity that I am not constant 
to Flavia ; but it would be still a greater crime, 
since I cannot continue to love her, to profess 
that I do. To m^rry a woman with the coldness 
that usually indeed comes on after marriage, is 
ruining one's self with one's eyes open ; besides, 
it is really doing her an injury. This last consi- 
deration forsooth, of injuring her in persisting, 
made him resolve to break off upon the first fa- 
vourable opportunity of making her angry. When 
he was in this thought, he saw Robin the porter, 
who waits at Will's coffee-house, passing by. 
Hobin, you must know, is the best man in the 
town for carrying a billet ; the fellow has a thin 
body, swift step, demure looks, sufficient senscf 
and knows the to>vn. This man carried Cynthio's 
first letter to Flavia, and, by frequent ciTands ever 
since, is well known to her. The fellow covers 
his knowledge of the nature of his messages with 
the most exquisite low humour imaginable. The 
first he obliged Flavia to take, >vas by complain«> 
ing to her that he had a wife and three children^ 
and if she did not take that letter, which he was 
sure there was no harm in, but rather love, his 
family must go supperless to bed, for the gentle- 
man would pay him according as he did his busi- 
ness, Robin therefore Cynthio now thought fit 
^o riakc use of, and gave him orders to wait be- 
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fore Flavians door^ and if she called him to her, 
and asked whether it was Cynthio who passed by, 
he should at first be loth to own it was, but upon 
importunity confess it. There needed not much 
search into that pan of the town to find a well- 
dressed hussy fit for the purpose Cynthio de- 
signed her. As soon as he believed Robin was 
posted, he drove by Flavians lodgings in a hackney- 
coach and a woman in it. Robin. was at the door 
talking with Flavia's maid, and Cynthio pulled up 
the glass as surprised, and hid his associate. The 
report of this circumstance soon flew up stairs, 
and Robin could not deny but the gentleman fa- 
voured * his master ; yet if it was he, he was sure 
the lady Was but his cousin whom he had seen 
ask for him ; adding, that he believed she was a 
poor relation ; because they made her wait one 
morning till he was awake. Flavia immediately 
writ the following epistle, which Robin brought 
to Will's. 

< SIR, June 4, 1712. 

< It is in vain to deny it, basest, falsest of 
mankind ; my maid, as well as the bearer^ saw you. 

The injured Flavia.' 

After Cynthio had read the letter, he asked 
jRobih how she looked, and what she said at the 
delivery of it. Robin said she spoke short to him> 
and called him back again, and had nothing to say 
to him, and bid him and all the men in the world 
go out of her sight ; but the maid followed, and 
bid him bring an answer. 

Cynthio returned as follows : 
* Resembled. 



S4 SPECTATOR. n6.^$t 

c MADAMy Jane 4^ three aftemoon, 1718. 

< That your maid and the bearer have seei^ 
me very often is very certain ; but I desire to 
know, being engaged at piquet, what your letter 
means by " 'tis in vain to deny it." I shall stay 
here all the evening. 

Your amazed Cynthic* 

As soon as Robin arrived with this, FJavia an-, 
swered : 

^ DEAa CYNTHIO, 

vl HAVE walked a turn or two in my anti- 
chamber since I writ to you, and have recovered 
myself from an impertinent fit which yoa ought 
to forgive me, and desire you would come to me 
immediately to laugh off a jealousy thalt you and 
a creature of the town went by in an hackney- 
coach an hour ago. 

I am your most humble servant) 

Flavia. 

' I will not open the letter which my Cynthio 
writ upon the misapprehension you must have 
been under, when you writ, for want of hearing 
the whole circumstance.* 

Robin came back in an instant, and Cynthio an- 
-swered : 

Half an hour six minutes after three« 
^ MADAM, June 4, Will's coffee-house. 

<It is certain I went by your lodgings 
with a gentlewoman to whom I have the honour 
to be known ; she is indeed my relation, and a 
pretty sort of a woman. But your starting man- 
ner of writing, and owning you have not done me 
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the honour so mueh as to. open my letter^ has in 
it something very unaccountable, and alarms one 
that has had thoughts of passing his days with you. 
But I am bom to admire you with all your little 
imperfections. Cynthio.' 

Bobin ran back and brought for answer : 

^ Exact sir, that are at Will's coffee-house 
SIX minutes after three, June 4 ; one that has had 
thoughts, and all my little imperfections. Sir, 
come to me ipimediately, or I shall determine 
what may perhaps not be very pleasing to you. 

Flavia.' 

Robin gave an account that she looked exces- 
sive angry when she gave him the letter; and 
that he told her, for she asked, that Cynthio only 
looked at the clock, taking snuff, and writ two or 
three words on the top of the letter when he gave 
him his. 

Now the plot thickened so well, as that Cynthio 
saw he had not much more to accomplish, being 
irreconcileably banished : he wot, 

* MADAM, 

' I HAVE that prejudice in favour of all you 
do, that it is not possible for you to determine 
upon what will not be very pleasing to 

Your obedient servant, 

Cynthio.' 

'Phis was delivered, and the answer returned, 
in a little more than two seconds. 

<SIR, 

' Is it come to this ? You never loved me, 
and the creature you were with is the properest 
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person for your associate. I despisis youy and 
hope I shall soon hate you as a villain to 

The credulous Flavia/ 

Robin ran back with : 

^ MADAM) 

' Your credulity when you are to gsin 
your point, and suspicion when you fear to loseity 
make it a very hard part to behave as becomes 

Your humble slave, 

Cynthio.* 

« 

Robin whipt away and returned with, 

^ MR. WELLFORD, 

* Flavia and Cynthio are no more. I re- 
lieve you from the hard part of which you com- 
plain, and banish you from my sight for ever. 

Ann Heart/ 

Robin had a crown for his afternoon's work; 
and this is published to admonish Cecilia to 
avenge the injury done to Flavia. 

T. 
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Ut nemo in sese tentat deseendere f 

Per. Sat. iv. 23^. 

None, none descends into himself to find 
The secret imperfections of his mind. 

Dryden. 

Hypocrisy at the fashionable end of the town is 
very different from hypocrisy in the city. The 
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modish hypocrite endeavours to appear more vi- 
<cious than he really is, the other kind of hypocrite 
more virtuous. The former is afraid of every 
thing that has the show of religion in it, and would 
be thought engaged in many criminal gallantries 
and amonrs which he is not guilty of. The latter 
assumes a face of sanctity, and covers a multitude 
of vices under a seeming i^ligioas deportment. 

But there is another kind of hypocrisy, which 
differs from both these, and which I intend te 
make the subject of this paper: I mean that hy- 
pocrisy, by which a man does not only deceive 
the world but very often imposes on himself; that 
hypocrisy which conceals his own heart from him, 
and makes him believe he is more virtuous than 
lie really is, and either not attend to his vices, or 
mistake even his vices for virtues. It is this fatal 
hypocrisy, and self-deceit, which is taken notice 
of in those words, * Who can understand his er- 
rors? cleanse thou me from seci'et faults.* 

If the open professors of impiety deserve the 
utmost application and endeavours of moral wri- 
ters to recover them from vice and folly, how 
much more may those lay a claim to their care 
and compassion, who are walking in the paths of 
death, while they fancy themselves engaged in a 
course of virtue ! I shall endeavour therefore to 
lay down some rules for the discovery of those 
vices that lurk in the secret corners of the soul, 
and to €how my reader those methods by which 
he may arrive at a true and impartial knowledge 
of himself. The usual means prescribed for this 
purpose are, to examine ourselves by the rules 
which are laid down for our direction in sacred 
writ, and to compare our lives with the life of that 
person who acted up to the perfection of human 
nature^ and is the standing ex^ple^ as well as the 
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great guide and instructor of those who receive 
his doctrkies. Though these two heads cannot 
be too much insisted upon^ I shall but just men- 
tion them, since they have been handled bj many 
great and eminent writers. 

I would therefore propose the following me- 
thods to the consideration of such as would find 
out their secret faults, and make a true estimate 
of themselves. 

In the first place, let them consider well what 
arc the characters which they bear among their 
enemies. Our friends very often flatter us, as 
much as our own hearts. They either do not see 
our faults, or conceal them from us, or soften 
them by their representations, after such a manner 
that we think them too trivial to be taken notice 
of. An adversary, on the contrary, makes a stricter 
search into us, discovers every flaw and imperfec- 
tion in our tempers ; and though his malice may 
set them in too strong a light, it has generally 
some ground for what it advances. A friend ex- 
aggerates a man's virtues, an enemy inflames his 
crimes. A wise man should give a just attention 
to both of them, so far as they may tend to the 
improvement of one, and the diminution of the 
other. Plutarch has written an essay on the be- 
nefits which a man may receive from his enemies, 
and, among the good fruits of enmity, mentions 
this in particular, that by the reproaches which it 
casts upon us we see tlie worst side of ourselves* 
and open our eyes to several blemishes and de- 
fects in our lives and conversations, which we 
should not have observed without the help of 
such ill-natured monitors. 

In order likewise to come at a true knowledge 
of ourselves, we should consider on the other 
hand how far we may deserve the praises and ap- 
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probatiotis which the world bestow upon us ; whe- 
ther the actions they celebrate proceed from laud- 
able and worthy motives ; and how far we are 
really possessed of the virtues, which gain us ap- 
plause among those with whom we converse. 
Such a reflection is absolutely necessary, if we 
consider how apt we are either to value or con- 
demn ourselves by the opinions of others, and to 
sacrifice the report of our own hearts to the judg- 
ment of the world. 

In the next place, that we may not deceive our- 
selves in a point of so much importance, we should 
not lay too great a stress on any supposed virtues 
we possess that are of a doubtful nature ; and such 
we may esteem all those in which multitudes of 
men dissent from us, who are as good and wise as 
ourselves. We should always act with great 
cautiousness and circumspection in points where 
it is not impossible that we may be deceived. 
Intemperate zeal, bigotry, and persecution for 
any party or opinion, how praise-worthy soever 
they may appear to weak men of our own princi- 
ples, produce infinite calamities among mankind, 
and are highly criminal in their own nature : and 
yet how many persons eminent for piety suffer 
such monstrous and absurd principles of action 
to take root in their minds under the colour of 
yirtues I For my own part, I must own I never 
yet knew any party so just and reasonable, that a 
man could follow it in its height and violence, and 
at the saiTie time be innocent. 

We should likewise be very apprehensive of 
those actions which proceed from natural consti- 
tutions, favourite passions, particular education, 
or whatever promotes our worldly interest or ad- 
vantage. In these and the like cases, a man's 
judgment is easily perverted, and a wrong bias 

VOL. vn. I 



SPECTATOR. Mo. 399. 

hung upon his mind. These are the inlets of 
prejudice, the unguarded avenues of the mind, 
by which a thousand errors and secret faults find 
admission, without being observed or taken no- 
tice of. A wise man will suspect those actions 
to which he is directed by something besides rea- 
son, and always apprehend some concealed evil 
in every resolution that is of a disputable naturCf 
when it is conformable to his particular temperi 
his age, or \v^y of life, or when it favours his 
pleasure or his profit. 

There is nothing of greater importance to us 
than thus diligently to sift our thoughts, and ex- 
amine all these dark recesses of the mind) if we 
would establish our souls in such a solid and 8ub« 
stantial virtue, as will turn to account in that 
great day when it must stand the test of infinite 
wisdom and justice. 

I shall conclude this essay with observing that 
the two kinds of hypocrisy I have here spoken of, 
namely, that of deceiving the world, and that of 
imposing on ourselves, are touched with wonder- 
ful beauty in the hundred tliirty-ninth psalm. 
The folly of the first kind of hypocrisy is there 
set forth by reflections on God's omniscience and 
omnipresence, which are celebrated in as noble 
strains of poetry as any other I ever met with 
either sacred or profane. The other kind of hy- 
pocrisy, whereby a man deceives himself is inti- 
mated in the two last verses, where the psalmist 
addresses himself to the great Searcher of hearts 
in that emphatical petition, < Try me, O God ! 
and seek the ground of my heart ; prove me, and 
examine my thoughts. Look well if there be any 
way of wickedness in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting.' L. 
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' Latet anguU in herba, 

ViRC. Eol. ill. 93. 

There's a snake in the grass. 

(English Proverb). 

It should, methinks, preserve modesty aiid its in- 
terests in the world, that the transgression of it 
always creates offence ; and the very purposes of 
wantonness are defeated by a carriage which has 
in it so much boldness, as to intimate that fear and 
reluctance are quite extinguislied in an object 
which would be otherwise desirable. It was said 
of a wit of the last age, 

* Sedley* has that prevailing gentle art 
Which oan with a resisUess charm impart 
The loosest wishes to the chastest heart ; 
Kaise such a conflict, kindle such a fire| 
Between declining virtue and desire. 
That tlie poor vanquish'd maid dissolves away 
In dreams all night, in sighs and tears all daj. 

This prevailing gentle art was made up of com- 
plaisance, courtship, and artful conformity to the 
modesty of a Wman's manners. Rusticity, broad 
expression, and forward obtrusion, offend those of 
education, and make the transgressors odious to 
all who have merit enough to attract regard. It 
is in this taste that the scenery is so beautifully 

• Sedley TSir Cha.) a writer of verses in the reign of 
Charles II. with whom he was a great favourite. The noble- 
aaan's verses quoted here, allude, it has been said, not to Sir 
Charles Sedley's writings, but to his personal address ; for we 
«re told that, by studying human nature, he had acquired to 
an eminent degree the art of making himself agreeable, par- 
ticularly to the ladies. 
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ordered in the description which Antony jnakes 
in the dialogue between him and Dolabella, d 
Cleopatra in her barge. 

* Her galley down the silver Cidnos row'd ; 

The tackling silk, the streamers wav'd with gold ; 

The gentle winds were lodg'd in purple sails ; 

Her nymphs, like Nereids, round hef couch were plae'^ 

Where she, another sea-born Venus, lay ; 

She lay, and lean'd her cheek upon her hand^ 

And cast a look so languishingly sweet, 

As if secure of all behold ers^hearts. 

Neglecting she could take them. Boys, like Cupids, 

Stood fanning with their pamted wines the winds 

That play'd about her face ; but if she smil'd, 

A darting glory seem'd to blaze abroad. 

That men's desiring eyes were never weary'd. 

But hung upon the object. To soft flutes 

The silver oars kept time : and while they pli^^ 

The hearing gave new pleasure to the sight ; 

And both to Uiough t ■*' 

Here the imagination is warmed with all the 
objects presented, and yet there is nothing thai 
is luscious, or what raises any idea more loose 
than that of a beautiful woman set off to advantage 
The like, or a more delicate and careful spirit ol 
modesty, appears in the following passage iii one 
of Mr. Phillips's pastorals. 

* Breathe soft, ye winds ! ye waters, gently flow ! 
Shield her, ye trees ! ye flowers around her grow ! 
Ye swains, I beg you, pass in silence by ! 

My love in yonder vale asleep does lie. 

Desire is corrected when there is a tenderneti 
or admiration expressed which ,partakesthe pas- 
sion. Licentious language has something brutal 
in it, which disgraces humanity, and leaves us it 
the condition of the savages in the field. But ii 
may be asked, To what good use can tend a di» 
course of this kind, at all I It is to alarm chasU 

* Dryden's All fdr LoTe> act iii. ic. 1. 
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ears against such as have, what is above called, 
the * prevailing gentle art.' Masters of that ta- 
lent are capable of clothing their thoughts in so 
soft a dress, and something so distant from the 
secret purpose of their heart, that the imagination 
of the unguarded is touched with a fondness,which 
grows too insensibly to be resisted. Much care 
and concern for the lady's welfare, to seem afraid 
lest she should be annoyed by the very air which 
surrounds her, and this uttered rather with kind 
looks, and expressed by an interjection, an f ah,' 
or an < oh,' at some little hazard in moving or 
making a step, than in any direct profession of 
love, are the methods of skilful admirers. They 
are honest arts when their purpose is such, but 
infamous when misapplied. It is certain that 
many a young woman in this town has had her 
heart irrecoverably won, by men who have not 
made one advance which ties their admirers, 
though the females languish with the utmost anx- 
iety. I have often, by way of admonition to my 
female readers, given them warning against 
agreeable company of the other sex, except they 
are well acquainted with their characters. Wo- 
men may disguise it if they think fit ; and the 
more to do it, they may be angry at me for saying 
it ; but I say it is natural to them, that they have 
no manner of approbation of men, without some 
degree of love. For this reason he is dangerous 
to be entertained as a friend or visitant, who is 
capable of gaining any eminent esteem or obser- 
vation, though it be never so remote from preten- 
sions as a lover. If a man's heart has not the ab- 
horrence of any treacherous design, he may easily 
improve approbation into kindness, and kindness 
into passion. There may p6ssibly be no manner 
of love between them in the eyes of all their ac- 
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quaintance ; no, it is all friendship ; and yet they 
may be as fond as shepherd and shepherdess in a 
pastoral, but still the nymph and the swain may be 
to each other, no other, I warrant you, than 
Pylades and Orestes. 

* When Lucj decks with flowers her swelling breast. 
And on her elbow leans, dissembling rest ; 
Unable to refrain ray madding mind. 

Nor sheep nor pasture worth my care I find.' 

* Once Delia slept, on easy moss reclin'd. 

Her lovely limbs half bare, and rude the wind : 
I smooth'd her coats, and stole a silent kiss : 
Condenm me, shepherds^ if I did amiss^' 

Such good offices as these, and such friendly 
thoughts and concerns for one another, are what 
make up the amity, as they call it, between man 
and woman. 

It is the permission of sUch intercourse that 
makes a young woman come to the arms of her 
husband, after the disappointment of four or five 
passions which she has successively had for dif- 
ferent men, before she is prudentially given to 
him for whom she has neither love nor friendship. 
For what should a poor creature do that has lost 
all her friends I There's Marinet the agi^eable 
has, to my knowledge, had a friendship for lord 
Wclford, which had like to break her heart : then 
she had so great a friendship for colonel Hardy, 
that she could not endure any woman else should 
do any thing but rail at him. Many and fatal 
have been disasters between friends who have lal- 
len out, and these resentments are more keen 
than ever those of other men can possibly be: but in 
this it happens unfortunately, that as there ought to 
be Dothing concealed from one. friend t6 anotheri 
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the friends of different sexes very often find fatal 
effects from their unanimity. 

For my part, who study to pass life in as much 
innocence and tranquillity as I can, I shun the com- 
pany of agreeable women as much as possible ; 
and must confess that I have, though a tolerable 
good philosopher, but a low opinion of Platonic 
love : for which reason I thought it necessary to 
giv« my fair readers a caution against it, having, 
■to my great concern, observed the waist of a 
Platonist lately sw^U to a roundness wliich is in- 
consistent with that philosophy. T. 
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Jn amove futc omnia insunt vitia. Infutitt^ 
Suspicionea inimidtia, inducia, 
"ReUumypax ruraum. 

Ter. Eun. Act. 1. Set. 

It Is the capricious state of love, to be attended with injuries 
suspicions, enmities, truces, qii»rrelling, and reeoncilemelit. 

I SHALL publish, for the entertainment of this 
<iay, an odd sort of a packet, which I have just re- 
<:eived from on&of my female correspondents. 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* Since you have often confessed that you 
are not displeased your papers should sometimes 
convey the complaints of distressed lovers to each 
other, I am in hopes you will favour one who 
gives you an undoubted instance of her reforma- 
i:ion, and at the same time a convincing proof of 
'the happy influence your labours have had over 
the most incorrigible part of the most incorrigible 
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sex. " You must know, sir, I am one of that spe- 
cies of women, whom you have often characteri* 
zed under the name of " jilts," and that I send you 
these lines as well to do public penance for having 
so long continued in a known error, as to beg 
pardon of the party offended. I the rather choose 
this way, because it in some measure answers the 
terms on which he intimated the breach between 
us might possibly be made up, as you will see by 
the letter he sent me the next day after I had dis- 
carded him ; which I thought fit to send you a 
copy of, that you might the better know the whole 
case. 

' I must further acquaint you, that before; I jilt- 
ed him, there had been the greatest intimacy be- 
tween us for a year and a half together, during 
all which time I cherished his hopes, and indul- 
ged his flame. I leave you to guess, after this, 
what must be his surprise, when upon his press- 
ing for my full consent one day, I told him I won- 
dered what could make him fancy he had ever 
any place in my affections. His own sex allow 
him sense, and all ours good breeding. His per- 
son is such as might, without vanity, make him 
believe himself not incapable of being beloved. 
Our fortunes indeed, weighed in the nice scale of 
interest, are not exactly equal, which by the way 
was the true cause of my jilting him ; and I had 
the assurance to acquaint him with the following 
maxim, that I should always believe that man's 
passion to be the most violent, who could offer me 
the largest settlement. I have since changed my 
opinion, and have endeavoured to let him know so 
much by several letters, but the barbarous man 
has refused them all : so that I have no way left 
of writing to him but by your assistance. If you 
can bring him about once more, I promise to send 
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ou all gloves and favours, and shall desire the 
ivour of Sir Roger and yourself to stand as god- 
athers to my first boy. 

I am, SIR, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

Amoret.* 

PHILANDER TO AMORET. 
MADAM, 

' I AM so surprised at the question you 
^ere pleased to ask mc yesterday, that I am still 
t a loss what to say to it. At least my answer 
'ouldbe too long to trouble you with, as it would 
ome from a person, who, it seems, is so very in- 
ifferent to you. Instead of it, I shall only recom- 
lend to your consideration the opinion of one 
'hose sentiments on these m^-tters I have often 
card you say are extremely just. " A generous 
tid constant passion," says your favourite author, 
in an agreeable lover, where there is not too 
reat a disparity in their circumstances, is the 
reatest blessing that can befal a person beloved ; 
nd, if overlooked in one, may perhaps never be 
)und in another," 

I do not, however, at all despair of being very 
hortly much better beloved by you than Arttenor 
I at present ; since, whenever my fortune shj^ll 
Kceed his, you were pleased to intimate your pas- 
Ion would increase accordingly. 

The world has seen me shamefully lose that 
;me to please a fickle woman, which might have 
ecu employed much more to my credit and ad- 
uitage in other pursuits. I shall therefore take 
le liberty to acquaint you, however harsh it may 
3und in a lady's ears, that though your love -fit 
[lould happen to return, unless you could con- 
ive a way to make your recantation as wejl 
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known to the public as they are already apprised 
of the manner with which you have treated me, 
you shall never more see 

Philander/ 

AMORliT TO PHILANDER. 

*SIR, 

' Upon reflection, I find the injury I have 
done both to you and myself to be so great, that, 
though the part I now act may appear contrary to 
that decorum usually observed by our sex, yet I 
purposely break through all miles, that my re- 
pentance may in some measure equal my crime. 
I assure you, that in my present hopes of recover* 
ing you^ I look upon Antenor's estate with con* 
tempt. The fop was here yesterday in a gilt cha- 
riot and new liveries, but I refused to see him. 
Though I dread to meet your eyes ; after what 
has passed, I flatter myself, that, amidst all their 
confusion, you will discover such a tenderness 
in mine, as none can imitate but those who love. 
I shall be all this month at lady D 's in tho 
country ; but the woods, the fields, and gardens* 
without Philander, aflbrd no pleasures to the un- 
happy 

Amo&bt. 

* I must desire you, dear Mr. Spectator* t» 
publish this my letter to Philander as soon as 
possible, and to assure him that 1 know nothing at. 
all of the death of his rich uncle in Gloucester- 
shire.' X. 
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ipse sibi tracUt Spectator.- 

HoR. An Poet. 1. 181^ 

Sent by the Spectator to himself. 

Were I to publish all the advertisements I re- 
ceWe from different hands, and persons of differ- 
cnt circumstances and quality, the very mention 
of them, without reflections on the several sub- 
jects, would raise all the passions which can be 
felt by human minds. As instances of this, I shall 
give you two or three letters ; the writers of 
which can have no recourse to any legal power for 
redress, and seem to have written rather to vent 
their sorrow than to receive consolation. 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* I AM 2^ young woman of beauty and quali- 
ty, and suitably married to a gentleman who doats 
on me. But this person of mine is the object of 
an unjust passion in a nobleman who is very inti- 
mate with my husband. This friendship gives 
him very easy access, and frequent opportunities 
of entertaining me apart. My heart is in the ut- 
most anguish, and my face is covered over with 
confusion, when I impart to you another circum- 
stance, \yhich is, that my mother, the most mer- 
cenary of all women, is gained by this false friend 
of my husband's to solicit me for him. I am fre- 
quently chid by the poor believing man my hus- 
band, for showing an impatience of his friend's 
company; and I am never alone with my mother, 
but she tells me stories of the discretionary part 
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of the world, and such a one, and such a one who 
are guilty of as much as she advises me to. She 
laughs at my astonishment ; and seems to hint to 
me, that as virtuous as she has always appeared 
I am not the daughter of her husband. It is pos- 
sible that printing this letter may relieve me from 
the unnatural importunity of my mother, and the 
perfidious courtship of my husband's friend. I 
have an unfeigned love of virtue, and am resolved 
to preserve my innocence. The only way I caa 
think of to avoid the fatal consequences of the 
discovery of this matter, is to fly away for everi 
which I must do to avoid my husband's fatal re- 
sentment against the man who attempts to abuse 
him, and the shame of exposing a parent to infa- 
my. The persons concerned will know these cir- 
cumstances relate to them ; and though the regard 
to virtue is dead in them, I have some hopes 
from their fear of shame upon reading this in your 
paper; which I conjure you to publish, if you 
have any compassion for injured virtue. 

Sylvia.' 

* mr. spectator, 

^ I AM the husband of a woman of merit» 
but am fallen in love, as they call it, with a lady 
of her acquaintance, who is going to be married 
to a gentleman who deserves her. I am in a trust 
relating to this lady's fortune, which makes my 
concurrence in this matter necessary ; but I have 
so irresistible a rage and envy rise in me when I 
consider his future happiness, that against all rea- 
son, equity, and common justice, I am ever play- 
ing mean tricks to suspend the nuptials. I have 
no manner of hopes for myself: Emilia, for so 111 
call her, is a woman of the most strict virtue : 
hey lover is a gentleman whom of fdl others I 
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could wish, my friend : but envy and jealousy, 
though placed so unjustly, waste my very being; 
and, with the torment and sense of a demon, I ami 
ever cursing what I cannot but approve. I wish 
it were the beginning of repentance, that I sit 
i^wn and describe my present disposition with 
so hellish an aspect: but at present the destruc- 
tion of these two excellent persons would be more 
welcome to me than their happiness. Mr. Spec- 
tator, pray let me have a paper on these terrible 
groundless sufferings, and do all you can to exor<- 
oise crowds who are in some degree possessed as 
I am. 

Canibal.* 

< mr. spectator, 

^ I HAVE no other means but this to ex* 
press my thanks to one man, and my resentment 
against another. My circumstances are as fol- 
low: I have been for five years last past courtedt 
by a gentleman of greater fortune than I ought tp 
expect, as the market for women goes. You 
must, to be sure, have observed people who live 
in that sort of way, as all their friends reckon it 
will be a match, and are marked out by all tho 
world for each other. In this view we have been 
regarded for some time, and I have above these 
three years loved him tenderly. As he is very 
careful of his fortune, I always tliought he lived 
10 a near manner, to lay up what he thought was 
iranting in my fortune to make up what he might 
expect in another. Within a few months I have 
observed his carriage very much altered, and he 
has affected a certain air of getting me alone, and 
talking with a mighty profusion of passionate 
words, how I am not to be resisted loi^ger, how 
tr^resistible his wishes arC) and the like. As long 

VOL. Vllr K 
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as I have been acquamted with him) I could not 
on such occasions say downright to him, " Yoa 
know you may make me yours when you please.* 
But the other night he with great frankness and 
impudence explained to me, that he thought of 
me only as a mistress. I answered this declaratioa 
as it deserved ; upon which he only doubled the 
terms on which he proposed my yielding. Wheo 
my anger heightened upon him he told me he was 
sorry he had made so little use of the unguarded 
hours we had been together so remote from com^ 
pany, " as indeed," continued he, " so we are at 
present." I flew from him to a neighbouring 
gentlewoman's house, and, though her husband 
was in the room, threw myself on a couch, and 
burst into a passion of tears. My friend desired 
her husband to leave the room. ** But," said he, 
*' there is something so extraordinaiy inthis, that 
I will partake in the afHiction ; and, be it what it 
will, she is so much your friend, that she knows 
she may command what services I can do her." 
The man sat down by me, and spoke so like a 
brother, that I told him my whole afHiction. He 
spoke of the injury done me with so much indig- 
i^ation, and animated me against the love he said 
he saw I had for the wretch who would have be- 
trayed me, with so much reason and humanity to 
my weakness, that I doubt not of my perseverance. 
His wife and he are my comforters, and I am un- 
der no more restraint in their company than if I 
were alone ; and I doubt not but in a small time 
contempt and hatred will take place of the remains 
of affection to a rascal. 

I am> SIR, 

Your affectionate reader^ 

DORINDA.' 
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< MR. SPECTATOR, 

I HAD the misfortune to be an uncle before I 
knew my nephews from my nieces ; and now we 
Seire grown up to better acquaintance, they deny 
ine the respect they owe. One upbraids me with 
being their familiar, another will hardly be per- 
suaded that I am an uncle, a third calls me Uttl^ 
vncle, and a fourth tells me there is no duty at 
ftll to an uncle. I have a brother-in-law whose 
son will win all my affection, unless you shall 
think this worthy of your cognizance, and will be 
pleased to prescribe some rules for our future re- 
ciprocal behaviour. It will be worthy the parti- 
cularity of your genius to lay down some rules fot 
his conduct who was, as it were, born an old maR; 
in which you will much oblige, 

SIR, 

Your most obedient servant, 
T. Cornelius Nepos.' 



No. -403. THURSDAY, JUNE 12, 1712. 



^lU morea homnum tnuUorum tdcU t 

HoR. Ars Poet v. 42. 

Of many men he saw the manners. 

When I consider this great city in its several 
i|uarters and divisions, I look upon it as an aggre- 
gate of various nations distinguished from each 
other by their respective customs, manners, and 
interests. The courts of two countries do not so 
much differ from one another, as the court and ci- 
ty, in their peculiar ways of life and conversation. 
In short, the inhabitants of St. James's notwhh- 
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standing they live under the same laws, and speak 
the same language, are a distinct people from 
those of Cheapside, who are likewise remo¥ed 
fromthose of the Temple on the one side^ and 
those of Smithiield on the other, by several cli- 
mates and degrees in their way of thinking and 
conversing together. 

For this reason, when any public affair is apoo 
the anvil, I love to hear the reflections that axiae 
upon it in the several districts and parishes of 
London and Westminster, and to ramble up and 
down a whole day together, in order to make my- 
self acquainted with the opinions of my ingenions 
countrymen. By this means I know the nces of 
all the principal politicians within the bills of mor- 
tality ; and as every coffee-house has some parti- 
cular statesman belonging to it, who is the mouth 
of the street where he lives, I always take care to 
place myself near him, in order to know his judg- 
ment on the present posture of affairs. The last 
progress that I made with this intention was about 
tliree months ago, when we had a current report 
of the king of France's death. As I foresaw this 
would produce a new &ce of things in Europet 
and many curious speculations in our British cof- 
fee-houses, I was very desirous to learn the 
thou{^hts of our most eminent politicians on that 
occasion. 

That I might begin as near the fountain-head 
as possible, I first of all called in at St. James'% 
w lie re I found the whole outward room in a bus 
of politics. The speculations were but very in- 
different towards the door, but grew finer as yoa 
advanced to the upper end of the room, and were 
so very much improved by a knot of theorists, who 
sat in the inner room, within the steams of the 
coffee-pot, that I there heard the whole Spanish 
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monarchy disposed of, and all the line of Bourbon'^ 
provided for in less than a quarter of an hour. 

I afterwards called in at Giles's, where I saw a 
board of French gentlemen sitting upon the life 
and death of their grand monarque. Those among 
them who had espoused the whig interest, very 
positively affirmed, that he departed this life about 
a week since, and therefore proceeded without any 
further delay to the release of their friends in the 
gallies, and to their own re-establishment ; but, 
finding they could not agree among themselves, I 
proceeded on my intended progress. 

Upon my arrival at Jenny Man's I saw onalerte 
young fellow that cocked his hat upon a friend of 
his who entered just at the same time with myself, 
and accosted him after the following manner : 
* Well, Jack, the old prig is dead at last. Sharp's 
the word. Now or never, boy. Up to the walls 
of Paris directly.* With several other deep re- 
flections of the same nature. 

I met with very little variation in the politics 
between Charing-cross andCovent-garden. And 
upon my going into Will's, I found their dis- 
course was gone off from the death of the French 
king to that of monsieur Boileau, Racine, Cor- 
ncille, and several other poets, whom they re- 
gretted on this occasion, as persons who would 
have obliged the world with very noble elegies on 
the death of so great a prince, and so eminent a 
patron of learning. 

At a coffee-house near the Temple, I found a 
couple of young gentlemen engaged very smartly 
in a dispute on the succession to the Spanish mo- 
narchy. One of them seemed to have been ro- 
tained as advocate for the duke of Anjou, the oth- 
er for his imperial majesty. They were both for 
regulating the title to that kingdopi by tho statute 

k2 
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laws of England ; but finding them going out of 
xny depth, I passed forward to St. Paul's church- 
yard, where I listened with great attention to a 
learned man who gave the company an account of 
the deplorable state of France during the minority 
of the deceased king. 

I then turned on my right hand into Fish-streety 
where the chief politician of that quarter, upen 
hearing the news, (after having taken a pipe of to- 
bacco, and ruminated for some time) < If,' says he, 
^ the king of France is certainly dead, we shall 
have plenty of mackarel this season : our fishery 
will oot be disturbed by privateers, as it has been 
for these ten years past.' He afterwards conside- 
red how the death of this great man would affect 
our pilchards, and by several other remarks infu- 
sed a general joy into his whole audience. 

I afterwards entered a by-coffee house that 
stood at the upper end of a narrow lane, where I 
met with a nonjuror, engaged very warmly with a 
laceman who was the great support of a neigh- 
bouring conventicle. The matter in debate was, 
whether the late French king was most like Au- 
gustus Caesar or Nero. The controversy was 
carried on with great heat on both sides ; and as 
each of them looked upon mc very frequently du- 
ring the course of their debate, I was under some 
apprehension that they would appeal to me, and 
therefore laid down my penny at the bar, and 
made the best of my way to Cheapside. 

I here gazed upon the signs for some time be- 
fore I found one to my purpose. The first object 
I met in the coffee-room was a person who ex- 
pressed a great grief for the death of the French 
king ; but, upon explaining himself, I found his 
sorrow did not arise from the loss of the monarch) 
but for his having sold out of the bank about three 
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days before he heard the news of it. Upon wrhich 
a haberdasher, who was the oracle of the coffee 
house, and had his circle of admirers about him, 
called several to witness that he had declared his 
opinion above a week before, that the French 
king was certainly dead ; to which he added, that, 
considering the late advices we had received from 
France, it was impossible that it could be other- 
wise. As he was laying these together, and dic- 
tating to his hearers with great authority, there 
came in a gentleman from Garraway's, who told 
us that there were several letters from France 
jfist come in, with advice that the king: was in good 
health, and wai gone out a-hunting the very mor- 
ning the post came away : upon which the haber- 
dasher stole off his hat that hung upon a wooden 
peg by him, and retired to his shop with great 
confusion. This intelligence put a stop to my 
travels, which I had prosecuted with so much sat- 
is&ction ; not being a little pleased to hear so ma- 
ny different opinions upon so great an event, and 
to observe how naturally upon such a piece of 
news every one is apt to consider it with regard 
to his particular interest and advantage. L. 
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— — JVbw omnia possumus omnes, 

ViRC. Eel. viii. 6S, 

With different talents form'd, we variously excel. 

Nature does nothing in vain : the Creator of the 
universe has appointed every thing to a certain 
use and purpose, and determined it to a settled 
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course and sphere of action, from which if 
the least deviates, it becomes unfit to an 
those ends for which it was designed. In 
manner it is in the dispositions of society, i\ 
vil economy is formed in a chain, as well a 
natural : and in either case the breach but o 
link puts the whole in some disorder. It 
think, pretty plain, that most of the absurditi 
ridicule we meet with in the world, is gene 
owing to the impertinent affectation of exce 
in characters men arc not fit for, and for *« 
nature never designed them. 

Every man has one or more qualities m 
may make him useful both to himself and ot 
Nature never fails of pointing them out; 
while the infant continues under her guar 
ship, she brings him on in his way, and the 
I'crs herself as a guide in what remains o; 
journey; if he proceeds in that course, hi 
hardly miscarry. Nature makes good hei 
gagcments ; for, as she never promises wha 
is not able to perform, so she never fails of 
forming what she promises. But the misfoi 
is, men despise what they may be masters of 
iiffect what they arc not fit for; they reckon tl 
selves already possessed of what their genii 
c lined them to, and so bend all their ambiti< 
excel in what is out of their reach. Thus 
destroy the use of their natural talents, ii 
same manner as covetous men do their quie 
repose: they can enjoy no satisfaction in what 
have, because of the absurd inclination the 
possessed with for what they have not. 

Cleanthes has good sense, a great memory 
a constitution capable of the closest applies 
In a word, there was no profession in which 
aiithes might not have made a very good fip 
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but this won't satisfy him ; he takes up an unac- 
countable fondness for the character of a fine gen- 
tleman ; all his thoiights are bent upon this ; in- 
stead of attending a dissection, frequenting the 
courts of justice, or studying the fathers, Cle- 
anthes reads plays, dances, dresses, and spends 
his time in drawing-rooms; instead of being a 
good lawyer, divine, or physician, Cleanthes is a 
downright coxcomb, and will remain to all that 
know him a contemptible example of talents mis- 
applied. It is to this affectation the world owes 
its whole race of coxcombs. Nature in her whole 
drama mever drew such a part ; she has some- 
times made a fool, but a coxcomb is always of a 
man's own making, by applying his talents other- 
wise than Nature designed, who ever bears a high 
resentment for being put out of her course, and 
never fails of taking her revenge on those. that do 
so. Opposing her tendency in the application of 
a man's parts, has the same success as declining 
from het course in the production of vegetables, 
by the assistance of art and an hot-bed. We may 
possibly extort an unwilling plant, or an untimely 
sallad ; but how weak, how tasteless, and insipid! 
Just as insipid as the poetry of Valerio. Vale- 
rio had an universal character, was genteel, had 
learning, thought justly, spoke correctly ; it was 
believed there was nothing in which Valerio did 
not excel ; and it was so far true, that there was 
but one ; Valerio had no genius for poetry ; yet 
he is resolved to he a poet ; he writes versus, and 
takes great pains to convince the town that Va- 
lerio is not that extraordinary person he was 
taken for. 

If men would be content to graft upon Nature, 
and assist her operations, what mighty effects 
mig^t we expect 1 Tully would not stand so 
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much alone in oratory, Virgil in poetry, or Caesat 
in war. To build upon Nature, is laying a feun-! 
elation upon a rock ; erery thing disposes itself 
into order as it were of course^ and the whole 
work is half done as soon as undertaken. Cice? 
ro's genius inclined him to oratory, Virgil's to fol- 
low the train of the Muses ; they piously obeyed 
the admonition, and were rewarded. Had Virgil 
attended the bar, his modest and ingenious virtue 
would surely have made but a very indifferent 
figure ; and Tully's declamatory inclination would 
have been as useless in poetry. Nature, if left to 
herself, leads us on in the best course ; but will 
do nothing by compulsion and constraint ; and if 
we are not always satisfied to go her way, we art 
always the greatest sufferers by it. 

Wherever nature designs a production, she al^ 
ways disposes seeds proper for it, which are ai 
absolutely necessary to the formation of any mo- 
ral or intellectual excellence, as they are to tho 
being and growth of plants ; and I know not fay 
what fate and folly it is, that men are taught not 
to reckon him equally absurd that will writs 
verses in spite of Nature, with that gardener 
that should undertake to raise a jonquil or tulip 
without the help of their respective seeds. 

As there is no g^ood or bad quality that does 
not affect both sexes, so it is not to be imagined 
hut Uie fair sex must have suffered by an affecta- 
tation of this nature, at least as much as the other. 
The ill effect of it is in none so conspicuous as in 
the two opposite characters of Caelia and Iraas 
Cxlia has all the charms of person, together with 
an abundant sweetness of nature, but wants wit| 
luid has a very ill voice ; Iras is ugly and ungen- 
teeU but has wit and good sense. If Caelia would 
be silent, her beholders would adore her: if Irai 
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I talk) her hearers would admire her : but 
.'s tongue runs incessantly, while Iras gives 
If silent airs and soft languors, so that it is 
lit to persuade oneself that Caelia has 
7) and Iras wit : each neglects her own ex* 
ice, and is ambitious of the other's charac- 
Iras would be thought to have as much 
y as Caelia, and Caelia as much wit as Iras, 
e great misfortune of this affectation isy that 
not only lose a good quality, but also con- 
a bad one. They not only ate unfit for what 
were designed, but they assign themselves 
lat they are not fit for ; and, instead of mak- 
very good figure one way, make a very ri- 
ous one another. If Semanthe would have 
satisfied with her natural complexion, she- 
t still have been celebrated by the name of 
live beauty ; but Semanthe has taken up an 
ation to white and red, and is now distin- 
led by the character of the lady that paints so 
In a word, could the world be reformed to 
bcdience of that famed dictate, * Follow Na- 
' which the oracle of Delphos pronounced to 
*o, when he consulted what course of studies 
lould pursue, we should see almost every 
eis eminent in his proper sphere as TuUy 
n his, and should in a very short time find 
rtinence and affectation banished from among 
vomen, and coxcombs and false characters 
among the men. For my part, I could ne« 
consider this preposterous repugnancy to 
re. any otherwise, thanUlot only as the great- 
>lly, but also one of the mos{ heinous crimes^ 
\ it is in direct opposition to the disposition 
rovidence, and (as Tully expresses it) like 
\m of the giants, an actual rebellion against 
en. Z. 
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With hymns divine the joyous hanquet ends; 
The pieans lengthened tdl the sun descends; 
The Greeks restored the grateful notes prcdcMig; 
Apollo listens, and approves the song. 

Pope. 

I AM very sorry to find, by the opera bills for t 
day, that wg are likely to lose the g^atest p 
former in dramatic music that is now livings 
that perhaps ever appeared upon a sti^. I IM 
not acquaint my readers that I speaking; of sign 
Nicolini. The town is highly obliged to that 1 
cellent artist, for having shown us the ItaK 
music in its perfection, as well as for that gen 
ous approbation he lately gave to an opera of c 
own country, in which the composer endeavo! 
ed to do justice to the beauty of the words, 
following that noble example, which has been ! 
him by the greatest foreign miasters in that art 

I could heartily wish there was the same apf 
cation and endeavours to cultivate and imprc 
our church-music as have been lately beston 
on that of the stage. Our composers have c 
very great incitement to it. They are sure 
meet with excellent ^k>rds, and at the same til 
a wonderful variety of them. There is no passi 
that is not finely expressed in those parts of 1 
inspired writings, which are proper for divi 
songs and anthems. 

There is a certain coldness cind indifference 
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the phrases of our European languages, when 
they are compared with the oriental forms of 
speech; and it happens very luckily, that the 
Hebrew idioms run into the English tongue with 
a particular grace and beatLty« Our language has 
received innumerable elegancies and improve- 
ments, from that infusion of Hebraisms, which 
are derived to it out of the poetical passages ia 
holy writ. They give a force and energy to our 
expression, warm and animate our language, and 
eonvey our thoughts in more ardent a,nd intense 
phrases, than any that are to be met with in our 
pwn tongue. Ther/e is something so pathetic iii, 
this kind of diction, that it often sets the mind ia 
a flame, and makes our hearts burn within u^^ 
How cold and dead does a prayer appear, that is 
composed in the most elegant and polite forms of 
Bpeech, which are natural to our tongue, when it 
is not heightened by that solemnity of phrase 
which may be drawn from the sacred writings ! 
It has been said by some of the ancients, that if 
the gods were to talk with men, they would cer- 
tainly speak in Plato's style ; but I think we may 
3ay with justice, that when mortals converse wiUi 
their Creator, they cannot do it in so proper a 
•style as in that of the holy scriptures. 

If any (me would judge of the beauties of poe- 
trf that are to be met with in the divine writings, 
«lid*examine how kindly the Hebrew manners of 
speech mix and incorporate with the English 
language ; after having perused the book of 
Psalms ; let him read a literal translation of Ho- 
lace or Pindar. He will find in these two last 
such an absurdity and confusion of style, with such 
K comparative poverty of imagination^ as will 
make him very sensible of what I have beeju here 
advancing. 

▼oi,. VI*. I* 
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Since we .have therefore such a treasury of 
i^'ords, so beautiful in themselves, and so prop^ 
for the sdrs of music, I cannot but wonder that 
persons of distinction should give so little atten- 
tion and encouragement to that kind of musiC} 
which would have its foundation in reason^ and 
which would improve our virtue in proportion as 
it raises our delight. The passions that are ex* 
cited by ordinary compositions generally flow 
from such silly and absurd occasions, that a man 
is ashamed to reflect upon them seriously; but 
the fear, the love, the sorrow, the indignation, 
that are awakened hi the mind by hjrmns and an- 
thems, make the heart better, and proceed from 
such causes as are altogether reasonable and 
praise- worthy. Pleasure and duty go hand in 
hand, and the greater our satisfaction is^ the 
greater is our religion. 

Music among those who were styled the chosen 
people was a religious art. The songs of Sion» 
which we have reason to believe were in high re- 
pute among the courts of the eastern monarchs, 
were nothing else but psalms and pieces of poetry 
that adored or celebrated the Supreme Being. 
The greatest conqueror in this holy nation, after 
the manner of the old Grecian lyrics, did not only 
compose the words of his divine odes, but gener- 
ally set them to music himself: after which, hi& 
works, though they were consecrated to the ta'* 
bernacle, became the national entertainment^ as 
well as the devotion of the people. 

The first original of the drama was a religious 
worship, consisting only of a chorus, which was 
nothing else but a hymn to a deity. As luxury 
and voluptuousness prevailed over innocence and 
religion^ this form of worship degenerated into 
tragedie« ; in which however the chorus so fas 
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remembered its first office, as to brand every 
thing that was viciou^) and recommend every- 
thing that was laudable, to intercede with Heaven 
for the innocent, and to implore its vengeance on 
the criminal. 

Homer and Hesiod intimate to us how this art 
«hould be applied, when they represent the Muaes 
as surrounding Jupiter^and warbling their hymn& 
about his throne. I might show, from innumerable 
passages in ancient writers, not only that vocal 
and instrumental music were made use of in their 
religious worship, but that their most favourite 
diversions were filled with songs and hymns to 
their respective deities. Had we frequent enter- 
tainments of this nature among us, they would 
not a little purify and exalt our passions, give 
our thoughts a proper turn, and cherish those di- 
vine impulses in the soul, which every one feels 
that has not stifled them by sensual and immoral 
pleasures. 

Music, when thus applied, raises noble hints 
in the mind of the hearer, and RUs it with great 
conceptions. It strengthens devotion, and ad- 
vances praise into rapture, lengthens out every 
act of worship, and produces more lasting and 
permanent impressions in the mind, than those 
which accompany any transient form of words 
that are uttered in the ordinary method of reli- 
j;ious worship. Q^ 
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Hac etudia adoleacentiam alunt, aenectutetn ableetant, 
as rea omant, adversis solatium et perfu^um pr^tbenif 
delectant damiy non impediuntforia / pernoctant noBitcmm, 
peregrinanhir^ ruaticantur, Tull. 

These studies nourish youth ; delight old age ; Are the orna* 
ment of prosperity, the solacement and the i^oge of ad* 
versity ; they are delectahle at home, and not hturUiensome 
abroad, ; they gladden us at nights, and on our joarneys, anJ 
iu the country. 

The following letters bear a pleasing image of the 
joys and satisfactions of a private life. Tlie first 
is from a gentleman to a friend, for whom he haft 
a very great respect, and to whom he communi- 
cates the satisfaction he takes in retirement ; the 
other is a letter to me, occasioned by an ode writ* 
ten by my Lapland lover : this correspondent is 
so kind as to translate another of Schefrer*& songs 
in a very agreeable manner- I publish them to- 
gether, that the young and old may find some- 
thing in the same paper which may be suitable to 
their respective tastes in solitude ; for I know no 
fault in the description of ardent desires, provid* 
ed they are honourable. 

< DEAR SIR, 

*You have obliged me with a very kin4 
letter ; by which I find you shift the scene of your 
life from the town to the countiy, and enjoy that 
mixt state, which wise men both delight in an(|^ 
are qualified for. Methinks most of the philoso- 
phers and moralists have run too much into ex- 
tremes, in praising entirely either solitude or 
public life ; in the former, men generally grow 
Ubcless by too much rest i and, in the latter^ arc 
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•oyed by too much precipitation ; as waters 
; still putrefy and are good for nothing ; and 
ing violently on, do but the more mischief In 
' passage to others, and are swallowed up and 
the sooner themselves. Those who, like 

can make themselves useful to all states. 
Id be like gentle streams, that not only glide 
igh lonely vales and forests, amidst the flocks 
ihepherds, but visit populous towns in their 
3e, and are at once of ornament and service 
em. But there is another sort of people who 
k designed for solitude, those I mean who 
more to hide than to show. As for mv own 

I am one of those whom Seneca says, ' Tarn 
tiiiles sunty utfiutent in turbido ease quicquid 
ce est.' Some men, like pictures, are fitter 
corner than a full light ; and I believe such 
.vea natural bent to solitude are like waters, 
h may be forced into fountsuns, and exalted 

great height, may make a much nobler 
e, and a much louder noise, but after all run 
: smoothly, equally, and plentifully in their 
natural course upon tlie ground. The con- 
ation of this would make me very well con? 
d with the possession only of that quiet which 
ey calls the companion of obscurity j but 
ver has the muses too for his companions 
lever be idle enough to be uneasy. Thus, 
'ou sec I would flatter myself into a good 
on of my own way of living : Plutarch just 
old me, that it is in human life as in a game 
lies: one may wish he had the highest cast; 
Lf his chance be otherwise, he is even to 
it as well as he can, and make the best of it. 
I am, SIR, 

Your most obliged 
and most humble sei*vant.' 
L 2 
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^ The town being so well pleased withthi 
fine picture of artless love, which Nature in8|nre( 
the Laplander to psdnt in the o4o you lateh 
printed, we were in hopes that the ing^ioa: 
translator would have obliged it with the othe 
also which Scheffer has given us ; but since hi 
has not, a much inferior hand has ventured t 
send you this. 

Mt is a custom with the northern lovers to di 
vert themselves with a song, whilst they jourae 
through the fenny moors to pay a visit to thci 
mistresses. This is addressed by the lover t 
his rein-deer, which is the creature that in tlu 
country supplies the want of horses.. The ch 
cumstances which successively present then 
selves to him in his way, are, I believe you wi 
think, natui'ally interwoven. The anxiety of al 
sence, the gloominess of the roads, and his res< 
lution of frequenting only those, since those onl 
can carry him to the object of his desires ; tli 
dissatisfaction he expresses even at the greatet 
swiftness with which he is carried, and his joyfi 
surprise at an unexpected sight of his mistress { 
she is bathing, seem beautifully described in th 
original. 

* If those pretty images of rural nature are lo 
in the imitation, yet possibly you may think fit 1 
let this supply the place of a long letter, whe 
want of leisure, or indisposition for writing, wi 
not permit our being entertained by your o\i 
liand. I propose such a time, because, though 
i{i natural to have a fondness for what one do< 
rncscif, yet, I assure you, I would npt have ar 
thing of mine displace a single line of yours. 
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I. 



*' Haste, my rein-deer, and let us nimbly go 
Our am'rous journey throoeh this dreary waste ; 

Haste my rein-deer ! still, stSll thou art too slow, 
Imp<etuous love demands the lightning's haste. 

II. 

*' Around us far the rushy moors are spread : 
Soon will the sun withdraw his cheerfal ra> : 

Darkling and tir'd we shall the marshes tread. 
No lay unsung to cheat the tedious way. 

III. 

^* The wat'iy length 6f these onjoyOus moors 
Does all the flow'ry meadOws^ pride excel ; 

Through these I fly to her my soul adores ; 
Ye flow'ry meadows, empty pride, farewel. 

IV. 

''Each moment from the charmer Fm confin'd, 
y^y breast irtortor'd with impatient flres ; 

Fly, my rein-deer, fly swifter than the wind. 
Thy tardy feet wing with my fierce desires. 

V. 

<« Our pleasing toil will then be soon o'erpaid. 
And thou, in wonder lost, shalt view my fair. 

Admire each feature of the lovely maid. 
Her artless charms, her bloom, her sprightly air. 

VI. 

''But lo ! with graceful motion there she swims. 
Gently removmg each ambitious wave ; 

The crowding waves transported clasp her limbs : 
When, when, oh when shall 1 such freedoms have ! 

VII. 

. " In vain, ye envious streams, so fast ye flow. 
To hide her from her lover's ardent gaze : 
From every touch you more transparent grow. 
And all reveal'd the beauteous wanton plays." 
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abest facundis gratia dictis. 

Ovid. Met. a 

Eloquent words a gracefal manner want. 

"Most foreign writers, who have given any 
ter of the English nation, whatever vie 
ascribe to it, allow, in general, that the pc 
naturally modest. It proceeds perhaps fi 
our national virtue, that our orators are o 
to make use of less gesture or action thj 
of other countries. Our preachers stan 
still in the pulpit, and will not so much as 
finger to set off the best sermons in the 
We meet with the same speaking statuei 
bars, and in all public places of debate 
words flow from us in a smooth continued 
without those strainings of the voice, mo 
the body, ^nd majesty of the hand, whicl 
much celebrated in the orators of Gre< 
Rome. We can talk of life and death 
blood, and keep our temper, in a discoursi 
turns upon every thing that is dear tous. *] 
our zeal breaks out in the finest trof 
figures, it is not able to stir a limb about 
have heard it observed more than once, b 
who have seen Italy, that an untravelled E 
man cannot relish all the beauties of 
pictures, because the postures which are < 
sed in them are often such as are peculiar 
country. One who has not seen an Italiai 
pulpit, will not know what to make of tha 
gesture in Raphael's picture of St. Paul ] 
ing at Athens, \vhere the apostle is reprove 
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lifting up both his arms, and pouring out the 
thunder of his rhetoric amidst an audience of pa- 
gan philosophers. 

It is certain that proper gestures and vehement 
exertions of the voice cannot be too much studied 
by a public orator. They are a kind of comment 
to -what he utters, and enforce every thing he 
says^ with weak hearers, better than the strongest 
argument he can make use of. They keep the 
audience awake, and fix their attention to what is 
delivered to them, at the same time that they 
show the speaker is in earnest, and affected him- 
self with what he so passionately recommends to 
others. Violent gesture and vociferation natural- 
ly shake the hearts of the ignorant, and fill them 
with a kind of religious horror. Nothing is 
more frequent than to see women weep and 
tremble at the sight of a moving preacher, though 
he is placed quite out of their hearing ; as in 
England we very frequently see people lulled 
asleep with solid and elaborate discourses of piety, 
who would be warmed and transported out of 
themselves by the bellowing and distortions of en- 
thu^sm. 

If nonsense, when accompanied with such an 
emotion of voice and body, has such an influence 
on men's minds, what might we not expect from 
many of those admirable discourses which are 
printed in our tongue, were they delivered with 
a becoming fervour, and with the most agreeable 
graces of voice and gesture ! 

We are told that the great Latin orator very 
much impaired his health by the laterum conten* 
ft'o, the vehemence of action, with which he used 
to deliver hims,elf. The Greek orator was like- 
wise so very famous for this particular in rhetor- 
ic, that one of his antagonists, whom he had ban^- 
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ished from Athens, reading over the or 
\yhich had procured his banishment^ and sc 
his friends admire it, could not forbear as 
them, if they were so much affected by the 
reading of it, how much more they would 
been alarmed, had they heard him actually th 
ing out sueh a storm of eloquence ? 

How cold and dead a figure, in compari8< 
these two great men, does an orator often i 
at the British bar, holding up his head witl 
most insipid serenity^ and stroking the sides 
long wig that reaches down to his middle ! 
truth of.it is, there is often- nothing more ri 
lous than the gestures of an English spea 
you see some of them running their hands 
their pockets as far as ever they can thrust t 
and others looking with great attention on a ] 
of paper that has nothing written on it ; you 
see many a smart rhetorician turning his I 
his hands, moulding it into several different c 
examining sometimes the lining of it, and a 
times the button, during the whole course < 
harangue. A deaf man would think he 
cheapening a beaver, when perhaps he is tal 
of the &te of the British nation. I remer 
when I was a young man, and used to free 
Westminster-hall, there was a counsellor 
never pleaded without a piece of packthre 
his hand, which he used tq twist about a thuB 
a finger all the while he was speaking : the 
of those days used to call it ^ the thread < 
discourse,' for he was unable to utter a 
without it. One of his clients, who was 
merry than wise, stole it from him one day i 
midst of his pleading ; but he had better hai 
•it alone, for he lost his cause by his jest. 

J have all along acknowledged myself to 
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dumb mat)) and therefore may be thought a very 
improper person to give rules for oratory ; but I 
believe every one will agree with me in this> that 
we ought either to lay aside all kinds of gesture 
(vrhich seems to be very suitable to the genius of 
our nation)) or at least to make use of such only 
as are graceful and expressive. O. 
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3ecet affectua anind neque ae tiimium erig-ere, nee tubjU' 
cere, eerviUter. 

TuLL.de Finibus. 

The afieetions of the heart oaght not to be too much in- 
dulged nor senrilely depressed. 

^MR. SPECTATOR, 

' I HAVE always been a very great lover of 
your speculations, as well in re^^ard to 'the sub- 
ject as to your manner of treatmg it. Human 
nature I always thought the most useful object 
of human reason ; and to nmke the consideration 
of it pleasant and entertaining, I always- thought 
the best employment of human wit ; other parts 
.0f philosophy may perhaps make us wiser, but 
this not only answers that end, but makes us bet- 
ter too» Hence it was that the oracle pronounced 
. Socrates the wisest of all men living, because he 
judiciously made choice of human nature for the 
.object of his thoughts ; an inquiry into which as 
much exceeds all other learnings as it is of 
more consequence to adjust the true nature and 
measures of right and wrong, than to settle the 
distances of the planets, and compute the time of 
of their circuQiYolutions^ 
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< One good effect that will immedia 
from a near observation of human natm 
we shall cease to wonder at those actii 
men are used to reckon wholly unacc 
for, as nothing is produced wiUiout a 
by observing the nature and course o 
sions, we shall be able to trace every a< 
its first conception to its death. We 
more admire at the proceedings of C 
Tiberius, when we know the one was a< 
a cruel jealousy, the other by a furious 
for the actions of men follow their passi 
tur^liy as light does heat, or as any o1 
flows from its c^use : reason must be en 
adjusting the passions, but they must 
jxiain the principles of action. 

* The strange and absurd variety tha 
parent in men's actions, shows plainly 
never proceed immediately from reason 
tL fountain emits no such troubled watei 
must necessarily arise from the passionsj 
to the mind as the winds to a ship ; the; 
pove it, and they too often destroy it ; 
gentle, they guide it into the harbou 
trary and furious, they overset it in t 
In the same manner is the mind assis 
dangered by the passions ; reason must 
the place of pilot, and can never fail of 
her charge if she be not wanting to her 
strength of the passions will never be 
as an excuse for complying with tb 
were designed for subjection ; and if a 
fers them tp get the upper hand, he th( 
the liberty of his own soul. 

* As Nature has framed the several 
beings as it were in a chain, so man se 
placed as the middle link between a 
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brutes. Hence he participates both of flesh and 
spirit by an admirable tie, which in him occasions 
perpetual war of passions ; and as a man inclines 
to the angelic or brut6 part of his constitution, he 
is then denominated good or bad, virtuous or 
wicked ; if love, mercy, and good-nature prevail, 
they speak him of the angel : if hatred, cruelty, 
and envy predominate, they decl;are his kindred 
to the brute. Hence it was that some of the an- 
cients imagined, that as men in this lite inclined 
more to the angel or the brute, so after their 
death they should transmigrate into the one or 
the other ; and it would be no unpleasant notion 
to consider the several species of brutes, into 
which we may imagine that tyrants, misers, the 
proud, malicious, and ill-natured, might be 
changed. 

' As a consequence of this original, all pas- 
sions are in all men, but appear not in all : con- 
stitution, education, custom of the country, rea- 
son, and the like causes, may improve or abate 
the strength of them ; but still the seeds remain, 
which are ever ready to sprout forth upon the 
least encouragement. I have heard a story of a 
good religious man, who, having been bred with 
the milk of a goat, was very modest in public by 
a careful reflection he made on his actions ; but 
he frequently had an hour in secret, wherein he 
had his frisks and capers; and if we had an oppor- 
tunity of examining the retirement of the strict- 
est philosophers, no doubt but we should find 
perpetual returns of those passions they so art- 
fully conceal from the public. 1 remember, Ma- 
chiavel observes, that every state should enter- 
tain a perpetual jealousy of its neighbours, that 
so it should never be unprovided when an emer- 
gency happens ; in Uke manner, should the rea- 

VOL. VXI. M 
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son be perpetually on its guard agi 
sions, and never suffer them to cai 
sig^ that may be destructive of its 
at the same time it must be careful 
so far break their strength as to 
contemptible^ and consequently itse 

< The undertanding being of itseli 
lazy to ^xert itself into acdon, it i 
should be put in motion by the g 
the passions, which may preserve 
nating and corruption ; for they arc 
the health of the mind, as the circ 
animal spirits is to the health of tl 
keep it in life, and strength, and v 
it possible for the mind to perfoi 
without their assistance. These 
given us with our being ; they arc 
that are born and die with us ; to s 
mild, easy, and gentle ; to others, 
unruly, yet never too strong for the 
son and the guidance of judgment. 

* We may generally observe a pr 
pordon between the strength of re 
sion ; the greatest geniuses have c 
strongest affections, as, on the oth 
weaker understandings have general 
passions; and it is fit the fuiy of 
should not be too great for the st 
charioteer. Young men, whose pa: 
a little unruly, give small hopes of 
ing considerable ; the fire of youth 
abate, and is a fault, if it be a faul 
every day ; but surely, unless a n. 
his youth, he can hardly have warm 
We must therefore be very cautioi 
we think to regulate the passion 
quite extinguish them, which is pi 
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light of the soul ; for to be without passion, or to 
be hurried away with it, makes a man equally 
blind. The extraordinary severity used in most 
of our schools has this fatal effect, it breaks the 
spring of the mind, and most certainly destroys 
more good geniuses than it can possibly improve. 
And surely it is a mighty mistake that the pas- 
sions should be so entirely subdued : for little ir- 
regularities are sometimes not only to be borne 
-with, but to be cultivated too, since they are fre- 
quently attended with the greatest perfections. 
All great geniuses have faults mixed with their 
virtues, and resemble the flaming bush which has 
thorns amongst lights. 

< Since therefore the passions are the princi- 
ples of human actions, we must endeavour to ma- 
nage them so as to retain their vigour, yet keep 
them under strict command; we must govern 
them rather like free subjects than slaves, lest, 
while we intend to make them obedient, they 
^come abject, and unfit for those great purposes 
to which they were designed. For my part I 
must confess I could never have any regard to 
that sect of philosophers who so much insisted 
upon an absolute indifference and vacancy from 
all passion; for it seems to me a thing very incon- 
sistent, for a man to divest himself of humanity 
in order to acquire tranquillity of mind ; and to 
eradicate the very principles of action, because it 
is possible they may produce ill effects. 

I am, SIR, 
Your affectionate admirer, 

Z. T. B.' 
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M usao contingere cuncta lepore, 

LucR.i. 933. 

To grace each subject with ealiv'ning wit 

Gratian very often recommends fine taste as tl 
utmost perfection of an accomplished man. ' 

As this word arises very often in convcrsatio 
I shall endeavour to give some account of it, ai 
to Ij^y down rules how we may know whether n 
are possessed of it, and how we may acquire th 
fine taste of writing which is so much talked < 
among the polite world. 

Most languages make use of this metaphor, i 
express that faculty of the mind which distil 
guishes all the most concealed faults and nice 
perfections in writing. We may be sure th 
metaphor would not be so general in all tongue 
had there not been a very great conformity b 
tween that mental taste, which is the subject • 
this paper, and that sensitive taste, which givi 
us a relish of every different flavour tliat affec 
the palate. Accordingly we find there arc a 
m.iny degrees of refinement in the intellectu 
faculty as in the sense which is marked out t 
this common denomination. 

I knew a person who possessed the one in s 
great a perfection, that, after having tasted tc 
different kinds of tea, he would distinguish, witl 
out seeing the colour of it, the particular so: 
which was offered him ; and not only so, but an 
two sorts of them that were mixed together i 
an equal proportion ; nay, he has carried the ej 
periment so far, as, upon tasting the compositio 
of three different sorts, to name the parcels froi 
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hence the three several ingredients were taken, 
man of a fine taste in writing will discern, after 
e same manner, not only the general beauties 
td imperfections of an author, but discover the 
:veral ways of thinking and expressing himself, 
hich diversify him from all other authors, with 
e several foreign infusions of thought and Ian- 
lage, and the particular authors from whom 
ey were borrowed. 

After having thus fur explained what is gene- 
Uy meant by a fine taste in writing, and showA 
e propriety of the metaphor which is used on 
is occasion, I think I may define it to be < that 
culty of the soul, which discerns the beauties of 
I author with pleasure, and the imperfections 
ith dislike.'^ If a man would know whether he 
possessed of this faculty, t would hav€ him 
ad over the celebrated works of antiquity, 
bioh have stood the test of so many different 
;es and countries, or those works among the 
odems which have the sanction of the politer 
irt of our contemporaries. If, upon the perusal 
such writings, he does not find himself delight- 
[ in as extraordinary manner, or if, upon reading 
e admired passages in such authors, he finds a 
>ldness and indifference in his thoughts, he 
ight to conclude, not (as is too usual among 
steless readers (that the author wants those per- 
ctions which have been admired in him, but that 
J himself wants the faculty of discovering them. 
He should, in the second place, be very careful 
observe, whether he tastes the distinguisliing 
jrfectioDs, or, if I may be allowed to call them so, 
e specific qualities of the author whom heperu- 
s ; whether he is particularly pleased with Livy 
r his manner of telling a story, with Sallust for 
itering into those internal principles of actign 
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which arise from the characters and manners of 
the person he describes, or with Tacitus for dis- 
playing those outward motives of safety and inter- 
est which gave birth to the whole series of trans- 
actions which he relates. 

tie may likewise consider, how differently he is 
affected by the same thought which presents it- 
self in a great writer, from what he is when he 
finds it delivered by a person of an ordinary gen- 
ius; for there is as much difference in apprehen- 
ding a thought clothed in Cicero's language, and 
that of a common author, as in seeing an object 
by the light of a taper, or by the light of the sun. 
It is very diffictflt to lay down rules for the ac- 
quirement of such a taste as that I am here speak- 
ing of. The faculty must in some degree be 
born with us ; and it very often happens, that 
those who have other qualities in perfection are 
wholly void of this. One of the most eminent 
mathematicians of the age has assured me, that 
the greatest pleasure he took in reading Virgil 
was in examining ^Eneas his voyage by the map ; 
as I question not but many a modern compiler of 
history would be delighted with little more in 
that divine author than the bare matters of fact. 

But, notwithstanding this feculty must in some 
measure be born with us, there are several meth- 
ods for cultivating and improving it, and without 
which it will be very uncertain, and of little use 
to the person that possesses it. The most natu- 
ral method for this purpose is to be conversant 
among the writings of the most polite author. A 
man who has any relish for fine writing, either 
discovers new beauties, or receives stronger im- 
pressions, from the masterly strokes of a great 
author every time he peruses him ; besides that 
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he naturally wears himself into the same manner 
of speaking and thinking. 

Conversation with men of a polite genius is ano- 
ther method for improving our natural taste. It is 
impossible for a man of the greatest parts to con- 
sider any thing in its whole extent, and in all its 
variety of lights. Every man, besides those gen- 
eral observations which are te be made ^jpon an 
author, forms several reflections that are peculiar 
to his own manner of thinking ; so that conversa- 
tion will naturally furnish us with hints which we 
did not attend to, and make us enjoy other men's 
parts and reflections as well as our own. This is 
the best reason I can give ibr the observation 
which several have made, that men of great gen- 
ius in the same way of writing seldom rise up 
singly, but at certain periods of time appear toge- 
ther, and in a body ; as they did at Rome in the 
reig^n of Augustus, and in Greece about the age 
of Socrates. I cannot think that Corneille, Racine, 
MoUere, Boiieau, La Fontaine, Bruyere, Bossu, 
or the Daciers, would have written so well as they 
have done, had they not been friends and contem- 
poraries. 

It is likewise necessary for a man who would 
form to himself a finished taste of good writing, 
to be well versed in the works of the best cHtics 
both ancient and modern. I must confess that I 
could wish there were authors of this kind, who, 
beside the mechanical rules, which a man of very 
little taste may discourse upon, would enter into 
the very spirit and soul of fine writing, and show 
us the several sources of that pleasure which ri- 
ses in the mind upon the perusal of a noble work. 
Thus, although in poetry it be absolutely necessa- 
ry that the unities of time, place, and action, with 
othfir points of the same nature, should be tho- 
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roughly explained and understood, there is sti 
something more essential to the art) somethin 
that elevates and astonishes the fancy, and g^ves 
greatness of mind to the reader, which few of tfa 
critics besides Longinus have con^dered. 

Our general taste in England is for epigran 
turns of wit, and forced conceits, which have n 
manner of influence either for the bettering or ei 
larging the mind of him who reads them, an 
have been carefully avoided by the greatest wr 
ters, both among the ancients and modems, 
have endeavoured, in several of my speculation: 
to banish this gothic taste which has taken pot 
session among us, I entertained the town for 
week together with an essay upon wit, in which 
endeavoured to detect several of those false kind 
ivhich have been admired in the different ages < 
the world, and at the same time to show where! 
the nature of true wit consists. I afterwards gav 
an instance of the great force which lies in a nal 
ural simplicity of thought to affect the mind of th 
reader, from such vulgar pieces as have little els 
besides this single qualification to recommen 
them. I have likewise examined the works of th 
greatest poet which our nation, or perhaps an 
other, has produced| and particularized most < 
those rational and manly beauties which give 
value to that divine work. I shall next Saturda 
lenter upon an essay on ' The Pleasures of the Im 
agination,' which, though it shall consider th 
subject at large, will perhaps suggest to the ref 
der what it is that gives a beauty to many passi 
ges of the finest writers both in prose and versi 
As an undertaking of this nature is entirely nev 
I question not but it will be received with cai 
dour. O. 
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'Dumforh sunt, nihil videtnr mnndius. 



JVec magla compoaitum quidquam, nee magh elegans < 
Qua, cum amatore siio cum asnant, Ugnriunt. 
Harwn tddere ingluviem, sordes, inopiam : 
Qudm inhonesta sola sint domi, at que avuLe cibi. 
Quo pacto exiure hesterno panem atrum vorent • 
JSTosse omnia hoc, aalus est adofescentulis. 

Tek. Eun. Act V. So. 4. 

When they are abroad, nothing so clean and nicely dressed; 
and when at supper with a gallant, they do but piddle, 
and pick the choicest bits : but to see their nastiness and 

K)verty at home, their gluttony, and how they devour 
ack crusts dipped in yesterday's broth, is a perfect an- 
tidote agsunst wenching. 

Will Honeycomb, who disguises his present de- 
cay by visiting the wenches oY the town only by 
way of humour, told us, that the last rainy night 
he, with Sir Rogerde Coverley, was driven into the 
Temple cloister, whither had escaped also a lady 
roost exactly dressed from head to foot. Will 
made no scruple to acquaint us, that she saluted 
him very familiarly by his name, and turning im- 
mediately to the knight, she said, she supposed 
that was his good friend Sir Roger de Coverley : 
upon which nothing less could follow than Sir 
Roger^s approach to salutation, with * Madam, the 
same, at your service.' She was dressed in a 
black tabby mantua and petticoat, without ribbons ; 
her linen striped muslin, and in the whole an 
agreeable second mourning : decent dresses be- 
ing often affected by the creatures of the town, 
at once consulting cheapness and the pretension 
t© modesty. She went on with a familtar easy air, 
* Your friend, Mr. Honeycomb, is a little surprised 
to see a woman here alone apd unattended, but I 
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dismissed my coach at the gate, and tripped 
down to my counsel's chambers ; for lawyers' fee 
take up too much of a small disputed jointure t 
admit any other expenses but mere necessaries 
Mr. Honeycomb begged they might have th 
honour of setting her down, for Sir Roger's se] 
vant was gone to call a coach. In the interim tb 
footman returned with < no coach to be had ;' an 
there appeared nothing to be done but trustin 
herself with Mr. Honeycomb and his friend, t 
wait at the tavern at the gate for a coach or to b 
subjected to all the impertinence she must mec 
with in that public place. Mr. Honeycomb, bein 
a man of honour, determined the choice of the firs 
and Sir Roger, as the better man, took the lady b 
the hand, leading her through all the shower, cc 
vering her with his hat, and gallanting a ^oxiilia 
acquaintance through rows of young fellows, wh 
winked at Sukey in the state she marched o£ 
Will Honeycomb bringing up the rear. 

Much importunity prevailed upon the fair on 
to admit of a collation, where, after declaring sh< 
had no stomach, and having eaten a couple o 
chickens, devoured a truss of sallad, and drunk ; 
full bottle to her share, she sung the Old Man' 
Wish to Sir Roger. The knight left the nrao 
for some time after supper, and writ the follow 
ing billet, which he conveyed to Sukey, and Su 
key to her friend Will Honeycomb. Will ha 
given it to Sir Andrew Freeport, who read it las 
night to the club. 

^ I AM not so mere a country gentleman 
but I can guess at the law business you had at th< 
Temple. If you would go down to the country 
and leave off all your vanities but your singing 
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let me know at my lodgings in Bow-street, Co- 
vent-garden, and you shall be encouraged by 

Your humble servant, 
Roger De Coverlby.' 

My good friend could not well stand the raillc- 
vy which was rising upon him ; but to put a stop 
to it, I delivered Will Honeycomb the following 
letter, and desired him to read it to the board. 

< MR. SPECTATOR, 

* Having seen a translation of one of the 
chapters in the Canticles into English verse in- 
serted among your late papers, I have ventured 
to send yoii the 7th chapter of the Proverbs in a 
poetical dress. If you think it worthy of appear- 
ing among your speculations, it will be a sufficient 
reward for the trouble of 

Your constant reader, 

A. B.' 

'* My son, th' instruction tliat ray words iini>art. 
Grave on the iiving tablet of thy heart : 
And aH the wholesome precepts that I giTC, 
Observe With strictest reverence, and live. 

" Let all thy homage be to Wisdom paid, 
Seek her protection, and implore her aid ; 
That she may keep thy soul from harm secure. 
And turn thy footsteps from the harlot's door. 
Who with curs'd charms lures the unwary in^ 
And sooths with flattery their souls to sin. 

*' Once from my window as I cast mine eye 
Od those that passed in giddy numbers by, 
A youth among the foolish youths I spy'd, 
Wno took not sacred Wisdom for his guide. 

*' Just as the sun withdrew his cooler light. 
And evening sof>. led on the shades of nigiit. 
He stole in coyeil twilight to his fate, 
And pass'd the corner near the harlot's gate ! 
When lo, a woman comes ! 
Loose her attire, and such her glaring dress. 
As aptly did the liarlot's mind cxprebs : 
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Subtle she is, aad practis'd in the urts 
By which the wanton conquer heedless hearts : 
Stubbern and loud she is ; she hates her home ; 
Varying her place and form, she loves to roam : 
Now she's within, now in the street doth stray. 
Now at each corner stands, and waits her prey. 
The youth she seiz'd ; and laying now aside . 
All modesty, the female's justest pride. 
She said with an embrace, * Here at my house 
Peace-offerings are, this day I paid my rows.. 
I therefore came abroad to meet my dear. 
And lo, in happy hour, I find thee here. 
My chamber Fve adorn'd, and o'er my bed 
Are coverings of the richest tap'stry spread. 
With linen it is deck'd from Egypt brought. 
And carvings by the curious artist wrought : 
It wants no glad perfume Arabia yields 
In all her citron groves, and spicy fields ; 
Here all her store of richest odour meets, 
riliay thee in a wilderness of sweets ; 
Whatever to the sense can grateful be 

I have collected there 1 want but thee. 

My husband's gone a journey far away ^ 

Mucii gold he took abroad, and long will stay, i 
He named for his return a distant day.* J 

" Upon her tongue did such smooth miscliief dn 
And from her lips such welcome flatt'ry fell, 
Th' unguarded youth, in silken fetters ty'd, 
Resign'd his reason, and with ease comply'd. 
Thus does th^ox to his own slaughter go, 
A^d thus is senseless of the impending blow. 
Thus flies tlie simple bird into the snare. 
That skilful fowlers for his life prepare. 
But let my sons attend. Attend may they 
Whom youthful vigour may to sin betray ; 
TjCt them false charmei*s fly, and guard their hear 
Against the wily wanton's pleasing arts ; 
With care du*ect their steps, nor turn astray 
To tread the naths of her deceitful way ; 
Lest they too late of her fell ^ow'r complain. 
And fall, where many mightier have been slain." 
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PAPER I. ON THE PLEASURES OF THE 
IMAGINATION. 

CONTENTS. 

The x>erfection of our sight above our other senses. The plea- 
sures of the imagination arise originally from sight Tho 
pleasures of the ima^uation divided under two heads. The 
pleasures of the imagination in some resi>ects equal to those 
of the understanding. The extent of the pleasures of the 
imagioafion. The advantages a man receives from a relish 
of these pleasures. In what respect they are preferable to 
those of the understanding. 

,^via Pieridum pera§rro loca, nulliua anti, 
Trita boIq: juvat iviegros accedere fonteis, 
Atque haurir e 

LucR. i. 925. 

In wild unclear'd, to Muses a retreat, 
O'er around uotrod bef(H>e I devious roam. 
And deep-enamour'd into latent springs 
Presume to peep at coy virgin Naiads. 

Our sight is the most perfect and most delightful 
of all our senses. It fills the mind with the lar- 
gest variety of ideas, converses with its objects at 
the greatest distance, and continues the longest 
in action without being tired or satiated with its 
proper enjoyments. The sense of feeling can in- 
deed give us a notion of extension, shape, and all 
other ideas that enter at the eye, except colours ; 
but at the same time it is very much strained, and 
confined in its opemtions, to the number, l^ulk, and 
distance of its particular objects. Our sight 
seems designed to supply all these defects, and 
may be considered as a more delicate and diffusive 
kind of touch, that spreads itself over an infinite 
multitude of bodies, comprehends the largest fi- 

VOL. VII. ^ 
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gures, and britigs into our reach some of the m 
remote parts of the universe. 

It is this sense which furnishes the imaginati 
with its ideas ; so that b^ < the pleasures of 1 
imagination,' or ' fancy,' (which I shall use p 
nuscuously) I here mean such as arise from vi 
ble objects, either when we have them actually 
our view, or when we call up their ideas into i 
minds by paintings, statues, descriptions, or i 
the like occasion. We cannot indeed have a 8 
gle image in the fancy that did not make ita fi 
entrance through the sight ; but we have the pc 
er of retaining, altering, and compounding tlu 
images, which we have once received, into all 1 
varieties of picture and vision that are most agn 
able to the imagination ; for by this faculty a'ln 
in a dungeon is capable of entertaining hims 
with scenes and landscapes more beautiful tl 
any that can be found in the whole compass 
nature. 

There are few words in the English langua 
which are employed in a more loose and unc 
cumscribed sense than those of the fancy and i 
imaginaUon. I therefore thought it necessarji 
fix and determine the notion of these two wor 
as I intend to make use of them in the thread 
my following speculations, that the reader n 
conceive rightly what is the subject which I p 
ceed upon. I must therefore desire him to 
member, that by < the pleasures of the imagii 
tion,' I mean only such pleasures as arise orig 
ally from sight, and that I divide these pleasu 
into two kinds : my design being first of all tod 
course of those primaiy pleasures of the ims^i 
tion, which entirely proceed from such objects 
are before our eyes; and in the next place 
speak of those secondary pleasures of the ima 
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nation which flow from the ideas ofvisible objects, 
when the objects are not actually before the eye, 
but are called up into our memories, or formed 
into agreciible visions of things that ai*e either ab- 
sent or fictitious. 

The pleasures of the imagination, taken in the 
full extent, are not so gross as those of sense, nor 
so refined as those of the und^standing. The 
last are indeed more preferable, because they are 
founded on some new knowledge or improvement 
in the mind of man ; yet it must be confessed, that 
those of the imagination are as great and as trans- 
porting as the other. A beautiful prospect de- 
lights Uie soul as much as a demonstration ; and a 
xlescription in Homer has charmed more readers 
than a chapter in Aristotle. Besides, the plea- 
sures of the imagination have this advantage 
above those of the undei^tanding, that they are 
more obvious, and more easy to be acquired. It is 
but opening the eye, and the scene enters. The 
colours paint themselves on the fancy, with very 
little attention of thought or application of mind 
in the beholder. We are struck, we know not 
how, with the symmetry of any thing we see, and 
immediately assent to the beauty of an object, 
without inquiring into the particular causes and 
•occasions of it. 

A man of a polite imagination is let into a great 
many pleasures that the vulgar are not capable of 
receiving. He can converse with a picture, and 
find an agreeable companion in a statue. lie 
meets with a secret refreshment in a description, 
and often feels a greater satisfaction in the pros- 
.pect of fields and meadows, than another docs in 
the possession. It gives him, indeed, a kind of 
property in every thing he sees, and makes the 
most rude uncultivated parts of nature administer 
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to his pleasures : so that he looks upon the woi 
as it were in another lights and discovers in ii 
multitude of charms, that conceal themselv 
from the generality of mankind. 

There are indeed but very few who know. h< 
to be idle and innocent) or have a relish of a 
picaurcs that are not criminal; every divei^ 
they take is at the expense of some one virtue 
another, and their very first step out of busin< 
is into vice or folly. A man should endeavoi 
therefore, to make the sphere of his* innoct 
pleasures as wide as possible, that he may ret 
into them with safety, and find in them such a sat 
faction as a wise man would not blush to take, 
this nature are those of the imagination, which 
not require such a bent of thought as is necessi 
to our more serious employments, nor, at t 
same time, suffer the mind to sink into that n( 
ligence and remissness, which are apt to acco 
pany our more sensual delights, but, like a g^n 
exercise to the faculties, awaken them from sh 
and idleness, witlif>ut putting them upon any 
hour or difiiculty. 

We might here add, that the pleasures of 1 
fancy are more conducive to health than those 
the understanding, which are worked out by d 
of thinking, and attended with too violent a iabc 
of the brain. Delightful scenes, whether in i 
ture, painting, or poetry, have a kindly influei 
on the body, as well as the mind; and not o 
serve to clear and, brighten the imagination, 1 
lire able to disperse grief and melancholy, and 
sot the animal spirits in pleasing and agreca 
motions. For this reason Sir Francis Bacon, in 
Essay upon Health, has not thought it impro] 
to prescribe to his reader a poem or a prospt 
where he particularly dissuades him from kno 
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and subtle disquisitions, and advises him to pur- 
sue studies that fill the mind with splendid and 
illustrious objects, as histoiiesi febles, and con- 
templations of nature. 

I have in this paper, by way of introduction, 
settled the notion of those pleasures of the ima- 

fination which are the subject of my present un- 
ertaking, and endeavoured by several conside- 
rations, to recommend to my reader the pursuit 
of those pleasures. I shall in my next paper ex- 
amine the several sources from whence these 
pleasures are derived. O. 
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■ JHviaum, nc breve fiet optu. 

Mart. Ep. iv. 83. 

The work, divided aptly, shorter grows. 

I SHALL first consider those pleasures of the ima- 
gination which arise from the actual view and 
survey of outward objects: and these, I think, all 
proceed from the sight of what is great, unconi- 
mon^ or beautiful. There may, indeed^ be some- 

N 2 
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thing so terrible or offensive, that the horror < 
loathsomeness of an object may overbear tl 
pleasure which results from its greatness, novc 
ty, or beauty ; but still there will be such a mi: 
ture of delight in the very disgust it gives. us,; 
any of these three qualifications are most consp 
cuous and prevailing. 

By greatness 1 do not only mean the bulk of ai 
single object, but the largeness of a whole vie' 
considered as one entire piece. Such are tl 
prospects of an open champaign country, a va 
uncultivated desert, of huge heaps of mountaii 
high rocks and precipices, or a wide expanse 
water, where we are not struck with the novel 
or beauty of the sight, but with that rude kind 
magnificence which appears in many of these st 
pendous works of Nature. Our imaginati< 
loves to be filled with an object, or to grasp at ai 
thing that is too big for its capacity. We a 
Hung into a pleasing astonishment at such u 
bounded views, and feel a delightful stillness ai 
amazement in the soul at the apprehensions 
them. The mind of man naturally hates eve 
thing that looks like a restraint upon it, and is a 
to fancy itself under a sort of confinement, wh 
the sight is pent up in a narrow compass, a 
shortened on every side by the neighbourhood 
walls or mountains. On the contrary, a spacio 
honzof is an image of liberty, where the eye h 
room to range abroad, to expatiate at large 
the immensity of its views, and to lose its 
amidst the variety of objects that offer themseh 
to its observation. Such wide and undetermin 
^^^\ ccts are as pleasing to the fancy as the sj 
( uiat'ons of eternity or infinitude are to the t 
d- "«j*.anding. But if there be a beauty or unco] 
jpnonntss joined with this grandeur, as in a trc 
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bled occaii) a heaven adorned \vith stars and me- 
teors, or a spacious landscape cut out into rivers, 
"woods, rocks, and meadows, the pleasure still 
grows upon us, as it arises from niore than a sin- 
gle principle. 

Every thing that is new or uncommon raises a 
pleasure in the imagination, because it fills the 
soul with an agreeable surprise, gratifies its curi- 
osity, and gives it an idea of which it was not be- 
fore possessed. We are indeed so often conver- 
sant with one set of objects, and tired out with so 
many repeated shows of the same things, that 
whatever is new or uncommon contributes a little 
to vary human life, and to divert our minds, for a 
while, with the strangeness of its appearance. It 
serves us for a kind of refreshment, and takes off 
from that satiety we are apt to complain of, in our 
usual and ordinary entertainments. It is this that 
bestows charms on a monster, and makes even 
the imperfections of nature please us. It is this 
that recommends variety, where the mind is eve- 
ry instant called off to something new, and the at- 
tention not suffered to dwell too long, and waste 
itself on any particular object. It is this, likewise, 
that improves what is great or beautiful, and 
makes it afford the mind a double entertainment. 
Groves, fields, and meadows, are at any season of 
the year pleasant to look upon, but never so much 
as in the opening of the spring, when they are 
all new and fresh, with their first gloss upon them, 
and not yet too much accustomed and familiar to 
the eye. For this reason there is nothing that 
more enlivens a prospect than rivers, jetteaus, or 
falls of water, where the scene is perpetually 
shifting, and entertaining the sight every moment 
with something that is new. Wt are quickly 
tired with looking upon hills and valleys, where 
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every thing continues fixed and settled in tl 
same place and posture, but find our thoughts 
little agitated &nd relieved at the sight of soc 
objects as are ever in motion, and sliding aws 
from beneath the eye of the beholder. 

But there is nothing that makes its way moi 
directly to the soul than beauty, which immediat< 
ly diffuses a secret satisfaction and complacem 
through the imagination, and gives a finishing ) 
any thing that is great or uncommon. The vei 
first discovery of it strikes the mind with an ii 
ward joy, and spreads a cheerfulness and deligl 
through all its faculties. There is not perb«ii{ 
any real beauty or deformity more in one piece < 
matter than another, because we might have bee 
8o made, that whatsoever now appears loathsom 
to us might have shown itself agreeable ; but -^ 
find by experience that there are several modil 
cations of matter, which the mind, without an 
previous consideration, pronounces at first sigl 
beautiful or deformed. Thus we' see that evei 
different species of sensible creatures has its di 
ferent notions of beauty, and that each of thei 
is^most affected with the beauties of its own kin 
This is no where more remarkable than in bin 
-of the same shape and proportion, where weofte 
see the mate determined in his courtship by tl 
single grain or tincture of a feather, and nev< 
discovering any charms but in the colour of i 
•«pecies. 

* Sc^thalamo tervarc Jidemy sanctcuquc veretttr 
CormubU lege* g non ilium inpectore candor 
SoUcitat niveus / negue pravum accendit amorem 
Splendida lanu^, vel honesta in vertice crista^ 
Purpureutve nttor pennanim ; oat agmina lat^ 
I'mtninea explorat cautua, fnaculasque reqttirit 
Cognatasy paribusgue interlita corpora guttis : 
J>/tfaceret, pictia ajflvam circum undi^ue mouatri^ 
Cmjnaam aapictres vulgd partusgve btfim^efy 
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Et ffenuB amhiguum, et veneris monwnenta nefanda. 

^iHnc Merula in rdgroa se oblectat nigra marito, 
Hinc tocium laaciva petit Philomela canorum, 
^igiuucitqve pares aonituSf Idnc JVoctua tetram 
Canitiem alarum, etglaucos miratur ocellos. 
^empe nbi semper constat, crescitgite quotannie 
jModa frogemes, castos ctmjessaparentes g 
Jhtm virides inter taltiis lucosque aonoros 
Vere novo exultat, plumasque decora juventus, 
ExpUcat ad solem patriisgue coloribus ardet,* 

*■ * The feather'd husband, to his partner true. 

Preserves connubial rites inviolate. 

"With cold indifference every charm he sees. 

The milky whiteness of the stately neck. 

The shining down, proud crest, and purple wings : 

But cautions with a searching eye explores 

The female tribes, his pniper mate to find. 

With kindred eoloura mark d ; did he not so. 

The grove with painted monsters would abound, 

Th' ambiguous product of unnatural love. 

The blackbird hence selects her sooty spouse ; 

The nightingale, her musical compeer, 

Lur^d by the well-known voice : the bird of night, 

Smit with his dusky wings and greenish eyes. 

Wooes his dun paramour. The beauteous race 

Speak the chaste loves of their progenitors ; 

When, by the spring invited, they exult 

In woods and fields, and to the sun unfold 

Their plnm;es, that with paternal colours glow.' 

There is a second kind of beauty that we find in 
the several products of art and nature, which 
does not work in the imagination with that 
warmth and violence as the beauty that appears 
in our proper species, but is apt however to raise 
in us a secret delight,and a kind of fondness for the 
places or objects in which we discover it. This 
consists either in the gaiety or variety of colours, 
in the symmetry and proportion of parts, in the 
arrangement and disposition of bodies, or in a 
just mixture and concurrence of all together. 

* It would seem, from his manner of introducing them, 
that Mr. Addison was himself the author of these fine versc!|. 
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Among these several kinds of beautjr 
most delight in colours. We no 
with a more gloiious or pleasing she 
than what appears in the heavens at tl 
setting of the sun^ which is wholly 
those different «talns of light that 
selves in clouds of a different situauc 
reason we find the poets, who are al 
sing themselves to the imaginatio! 
more of their epithets from colour: 
any other topic. 

As the ^cy delights in every l 
great, strange, or beautiful, and i 
pleased the more it finds of these p 
the same object, so it is capable o: 
new satisfaction by the assistance of ai 
Thus, any continued sound, as the m 
or a fall of water awakens every 
mind of the beholder, and makes b 
tentive to the several beauties of tl 
lie before bim. Thus, if there arise 
of smells or perfumes, they height 
sures of imagination, and make evei 
' and verdure of the landscape appear 
ble ; for the ideas of both senses 
each other, and are pleasanter tc 
when they enter the mind separately 
ferent colours of a picture, when t 
disposed, set off one another, and re 
ditional beauty fjrom the advantage q- 
tioA. 
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' ' Cawa latetf vi^ eat notissimi 

Ovid. Metis. 207. 

The cause is secret, but th' effect is known 

Addison. 

Though in yesterday's paper we considered how 
very thing that is great, new, or beautiful, is apt 
3 affect the imagination with pleasure, we must 
wn that it is impossible for us to assign the ne- 
essary cause of this pleasure, because we know 
either the nature of an idea, nor the substance 
fa human soul, which might help us to discover 
he conformity or disagreeableness of the one to 
he other; and therefore, for want of such a light, 
U that we can do in speculations of this kind, is 
reflect on those operations of the soul that are 
nost agreeable, and to range, under their proper 
eads, what is pleasing or displeasing to the mind, 
dthout being able to trace out the several neces- 
ary and efficient causes from whence the pleasure 
r displeasure arises. 

Final causes lie more bare and open to our ob- 
ervation, as there are often a greater variety that 
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belong to the same effect ; and these, though 
are not altogether so satisfactory, are gene 
more useful than the other, as they give Us gn 
occasion of admiring the goodness and wisdo 
the first Contriver. 

One of the final causes of our delight ir 
thing that is great may be this. The Supi 
Author oi our being has so formed the so 
man, that nothing but himself can be its last 
quate, and proper happiness. Because, tl 
fore, a great part of our happiness must arise 
the contemplation of his being, that he n 
give our soub a just relish of such a contei 
lion, he has made them naturally delight ic 
apprehension of what is great or unlimited, 
admiration, which is a very pleasing motion c 
mind, immediately rises at the considerati< 
any object that takes up a great deal of roc 
the fancy, and, by consequence, will imj 
into the highest pitch of astonishment and < 
lion when we contemplate his nature, it 
neither circumscribed by time nor place, in 
be comprehended by the largest capacity 
created being. 

He has annexed a secret pleasure to the 
of any thing that is new or uncommon, thi 
might encourage us in the pursuit after k 
lege, and engage us to search into the woi 
of his creation ; for every new idea brings 
a pleasure along with it as rewards any i 
we have taken in its acquisition, and conseq 
ly serves as a motive to put us upon fresh 
coveries. 

He has made every thing that is beautif 
our own species pleasant, that all creatures r 
be tempted to multiply their kind, and fil 
world with inhabitants ^ for it is vcrj- remark 
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that wherever nature is crossed in the production 
•f a monster (the result of any unnatural mixture) 
the hreed is incapable of propagating its likeness, 
and of founding a new order of creatures : so that, 
unless all animals were allured by the beauty of 
their own species, generation would be at an end, 
and the earth unpeopled. 

In the last place, he has made every thing that 
is beautiful in all other objects pleasant, or rather 
has made so many objects appear beautiful, that 
he might render the whole creation more gay and 
delightful. He has given almost every thing about 
us the power of raising an agreeable idea in the 
imagination: so that it is impossible for us to 
behold his works with coldness or indifference, 
and to survey so many beauties without a secret 
satisfaction and complacency. Things would 
make but a poor appearance to the eye, if we saw 
them only in their proper figures and motions ? 
and what reason can we assijjn for their exciting^ 
in us many of those ideas which are different 
from any thing that exists in the objects them- 
selves (for such are light and colours), were it 
not to add supernumerary ornaments to the uni- 
verse, and make it more agreeable to the imagi- 
nation ? We are every where entertained with 
pleasing shows and appariiions ; we discover ima- 
ginary glories in the heavens, and in the earth, 
and see some of this visionary beauty poured out 
upon the whole creation : but what a rough un- 
sightly sketch of nature should we be entertained 
with, did all her colouring disappear, and the 
several distinctions of light and shade vanish ? 
In short, our souls are at present delightfully 
lost and bewildered in a pleasing delusion, and 
we walk about like the enchanted hero in a ro- 
mance, whg sees beautiful castles, woods, and 

VOL, VII. o 
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meadows ; and, ^t the same time, 
ling of birds, and the purling oj 
uptpn the finishing of some secrei 
tastic scene breaks up, and the disc 
finds himself on a barren heath, < 
desert. It is not improbable thkt 
this may be the state of the soul a 
paration, in respect of the images 
from matter ; though indeed the i 
are so pleasing and beautiful in tl 
that it is possible the soul will not 
them, but perhaps find them e> 
other occasional cause, as they ai 
the different impressions of the si 
the organ of sight. 

I have here supposed thatmy rcac 
-with that great modern discovery, 
aent universally acknowledged by 
into natural philosophy: namely, 
colours, as apprehended by the i 
only ideas in the mind, and not qui 
any •existence in matter. As this 
has -been proved inconte stably by- 
philosophers, and is indeed one ol 
culations in tliat science, if the 
would see the notion explained at 
find it in the eighth chapter of the 
Mr. Locke's Essay on Human Un 

The following: letter of Steele to 
firinted here from the origina 
Spectator in folio, 

^ MR. SPECTATOR, 

*I WOULD not divert the 
discourseii^ when you seem bcut u] 
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•orld with a train of thinking, which, rightly at- 
inded to, may render the life of every man who 
Bads it more easy and happy for the future. The 
leasures of the imagination are what bewilder 
fe, when reason and judgment do not interpose ; 
; is therefore a worthy action in you to look care- 
illy into tlie powers of fancy, that other men, 
rem the knowledge of them, may improve their 
3ys, and allay their griefs, by a just use of that 
iculty. I say, sir, I would not interrupt you in 
lie progress of this discourse ; but if you will do 
ic the favour of inserting this letter in your next 
aper, you will do some service to tlie public, 
liough not in so noble a way of obliging, as that of 
mproving their minds. Allow me, sir, to ac- 
uaint you with a design (of which I am partly 
uthor), though it tends to no greater a good than 
hat of getting money. I should not hope for the 
ivour of a philosopher in this matter, if it were 
lot attempted under all the restrictions which 
t>u sages put upon private acquisitions. The 
trst purpose which every good man is to propose 
o himself, is the service of his prince and coun- 
ry ; after that is done, he cannot add to himself, 
>ut he must also be beneficial to them. This 
chemc of gain is not only consistent with that 
!nd, but has its very being in subordination to it ; 
or no man can be a gainer here but at the same 
imc he himself, or some other, must succeed in 
heir dealings with the government. It is called 
The Multiplication Table,' and is so far calcu- 
ated for the immediate service of her majesty, 
hat the same person who is fortunate in the lot- 
ery of the state may receive yet further advantage 
ti this table. And I am sure nothing can be 
nore pleasing to her gracious temper than to find 
ut additional methods of increasing their good 
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fertune who adventure any thing in her service 
or laying occasions for others to become capabk 
of serving their country who are at present in toe 
low circumstances to exert themselves. The 
manner of executing the design is by giving ou^ 
receipts for half guineas received, which shall en* 
title the fortunate bearer to certain sums in the 
table, as is set forth at large in the proposak 
printed the 23d instant. There is another cir- 
cumstance in this design which gives me hc^iea 
of your favour to it, and that is what TuUy advises 
to wit, that the benefit is made as diffusive as pos- 
sible. Every one that has half a guinea is put 
into the possibility, from that small sum, to raise 
himself an easy fortune : when these little parcels 
of wealth are, as it were, thus thrown back again 
into the redonation of Providence, we are to ex- 
pect that some who live under hardships or ob- 
scurity msiy be produced to the world in the 
£gure they deserve by this means. I doubt not 
but this last argument will have force with you ; 
and I cannot add another to it, but what your se- 
verity will, I fear, very little regard, which is, that 
lam) 

Sir, 

Your greatest admirer, 

Richard Stkels.* 
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I I kMierius sic 

Altera poadi opgm res, et conjtirat amid. 

HoR. Ai's. Poet. T. 41i. 

But mutmally they need each other's help. 

Roscommon. 

iF we consider the works of nature and art as 
they arc qualified to entertain the imagination, 
we shall find the last very defective, in compari- 
son of the former ; for though they may some- 
times appear as beautiful or strange, they can 
have nothing in them of that vastness and im- 
mensity, which aflFord so great an entertainment 
to the mind of the beholder. The one may be as 
polite and delicate as the other, but can never 
show herself so august and magnificent in the 
design. There is something more bold and mas- 
terly in the rough careless strokes of nature, than 
in the nice touches and embellishments of art. 
The beauties of the most stately garden or palace 
lie in a narrow compass, the imagination imrne* 
diately runs them over, and requires something 
else to gratify her j but in the wide fields of na- 
ture, the sight wanders up and down withoujt 
confinement^ and is fed with an infinite variety of 

02 
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images^ xi^ithout any certain stint or number. Foi 
this reason we always find the poet in love wWi 
the country life, where nature appears in the 
greatest perfection, and furnishes out all those 
scenes that are most apt to delight the imagina- 
tion. 

' Scriptorum chorus omnia amat nemus, etjugit urbe9.\ 

HoR.2Ep.iL77. 

* — To grottos and to groves we run. 
To ease and silence, ev'ry muse's son.' 

Pope. 

* Hie secvrd gtuea, et nescia fallere vita, 
IHves opum variarum ; hlc latia oHa Jundisp 
Spelunca, vivique lacuss hlc frigida Tempe^ 
jbu^ttiaqite bourn, moUeaque tub arbore aomni.* 

ViRG. Georg. ii. 476. 

* Here easy ^iet, a secure retreat, 

A hartnless life that knows not how to cheats 
With home-bred plenty the rich owner blessy 
And rural pleasures crown his happiness. 
XJnvex'd with quarrels, undisturb d with noise^ 
The country king his peaceful realm enjoys : 
Cool grots, and living lakes, the flow'ry pride 
Of meads, and streams that through the valley glide i. 
And shady groves that easy sleep invite. 
And, after toilsome days, a sweet repose at night.' 

Dryden. 

But though there are several of those wil 
scenes, that are more delightful than any arti 
ficial shows, yet we find the works of nature sti 
more pleasant, the more they resemble those c 
art : for in this case our pleasure- rises from 
double principle ; from the agreeableness of th 
objects to the eye, and from their similitude t 
other objects. We are pleased as well wit 
comparing their beauties, as with surveying then 
and can represent them to our minds^ either f 
copies or originals. Hence it is that we take di 
liight in a prospect which is well laid eut^ and d 
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versified with fields and meadows, woods and riv- 
ers; in those accidental landscapes of trees, 
clouds, and cities, that are sometimes found in the 
veins of marble ; in the curious fret- work of rocks 
and grottos ; and, in a word, in any thing that 
hath such a variety or regularity as may seem 
the effect of design in what we call the works of 
chance. 

If the products of nature arise in value accord- 
ing as they more or less resemble those of art, 
we may be sure that artificial works receive a 
greater advantage from their resemblance of such 
as are natural; because here the similitude is 
not only pleasant, but the pattern more per- 
fect. The prettiest landscape I ever saw, was 
one drawn on the walls of a dark room, which 
stood opposite on one side to a navigable river, 
and on the other to a park. The experiment is 
very common in optics. Here you might disco- 
ver the waves and fluctuations of the water in 
strong and pro^jer colours, with the picture of a 
ship entering at one end, and sailing by degrees 
through the whole piece. On another there ap- 
peared the green shadows of trees, waving to and 
fro with the wind, and herds of deer among them 
in miniature, leaping about upon the wall. I must 
confess the novelty of such . a sight may be one 
occasion of its pleasantness to tlie imagination ; 
but certainly its chief reason is its nearest re- 
semblance to nature, as it does not only, like other 
pictures, give the colour and figure, but the mo- 
tions of the things it represents. 

We have before observed, that there is gene- 
rally in nature something more grand and august 
than what we meet with in the curiosities of art. 
When, therefore, we see this imitated in any 
measure^ it gives us a nobler and more exalted 
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kind of pleasure than what we receive from tl 
nicer and more accurate productions of art. C 
this account our English gardens are not so e 
tertaining to the fancy as those in France ai 
Italy, where we see a large extent of ground c 
vered over with an agreeable mixture of gardi 
and forest, whi<fh represent every where an arl 
iicial rudeness, much more charming than tfa 
neatness and elegancy which we meet with 
those of our own country. It might indeed 1 
of ill consequence to the public, as well as unpr 
ii table to private persons, to alienate so mu< 
ground from pasturage and the plough, in ma] 
parts of a country that is so well peopled, and cv 
tivated to a far greater advantage. But why nu 
not a whole estate be thrown into a kind of ga 
den by frequent plantations, that may turn 
much to the profit as the pleasure of the ownei 
A marsh overgrown with willows, or a mounta 
shaded with oaks, are not only more beautifi 
but more beneficial^ than when they lie bare at 
unadorned. Fields of corn make a pleasant pro 
pect.; and if the walks were a little taken care 
that lie between them, if the natural embroidej 
of the meadows were helped and improved 1 
some small additions of art, and the several rov 
of edges set off by trees and fiowers that the sc 
was capable of receiving, a man might make 
pretty landscape of his own possessions. 

Writers who have given us an account • 
China, tell us the inhabitants of that counti 
laugh at the plantations of our Europeans, whic 
are laid out by the rule and line ; because, the 
say, any one may place trees in equal rows ar 
uniform figures. They choose rather to show 
genius in works of this nature, and therefore a 
M'ays conceal the ait by which they direct then 
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selves. They have a word, it seems^ in their lan« 
{[uagey by which they expi*ess the particular 
beauty of a plantation that thus strikes the ima- 
l^ation at first sight, without discovering what 
it is that has so agreeable an effect. Our British 
gardeners, on the contrary, instead of humouring 
nature, love to deviate from it as much as possi- 
ble. Our trees rise in cones, globes, and pyra- 
mids. We see the marks of the scissars upon 
every plant and bush. I do not know whether I 
am smgular in my opinion, but, for my own part, 
I would rather look upon a tree in all its lux- 
uriancy and. diffusion of boughs and branches, ra- 
ther than when it is thus cut and trimmed into a 
mathematical figure ; and cannot but £uicy that 
an orchard in nower looks infinitely more de- 
lightful than all the little labyrinths of the most 
finbhed parterre. But, as our great modellers 
of gardens have their magazines of plants to dis- 
pose of, it is very natural for them to tear up all 
the beautiful plantations of fruit-trees, and con- 
trive a plan that may most turn to their own pro- 
fity in taking off their evergreens, and the like 
moveable plants, with which their shops are plen* 
iSiilly stocked.. O. 
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Of archheetiirex m it afiecU the ima^itioD. Qreatnep 
arohiteetare relates either to the bulk or to the raaBB 
GreatDera of bulk in the ancient oriental buihUnn. 1 
aneient aoeonnts of these buildion confirmed, 1. From 1 
advantagei for raiting suoh iporks in the fint acet of t 
world, and in eastern climates ; 2. From several of di 
whioh are still extant. Instances how greatneat of mani 
affects the imagination. A French author^t obierralft 
on this sulnect Whj eoneave and cooTes flgaret gi? 
greatness of manner to works of arohiteetare. Every th 
•Uiat pleases the imagination in architeetarcy ii either gn 
beautiful, or new. 

Adde tot efregia9 urbes, Qperumqut laborem. 

Vi&G. Georg. 1. 155 

Witness our cities of illustrious name. 
Their costly labour, and stupendous nrame. 

DmrpiM 

Having already shown how the fancy is aflfect 
by the works of nature and afterwards consider 
in general both the works of nature and of a 
how they mutually assist and complete each oth 
in forming such scenes and prospects as arc mc 
apt to delight the mind of the beholder, I shall 
this paper throw together some reflections > 
that particular art, which has a more immcdii 
tendency, than any other, to produce those prin 
ry pleasures of the imagination which have 1 
therto been the subject of this discourse. T 
art I mean is that of architecture, which I sh 
consider only with regard to the light in which t 
foregoing speculations have placed it, withe 
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enteiin^ into those rules and maxims ^vhich the 
great masters of architecture have laid down) and 
explained at large in numberless treatises upon 
that subject. 

Greatness in the works of architecture^ may be 
considered as relating to the bulk and body of 
the structure, or to the manner in which it is 
built. As for the first, we find the ancients, es* 
pecially among the eastern nations of the world, 
infinitely superior to the moderns. 

Not to mention the tower of Babel, of which an 
old author says, there were the foundations to be 
seen in his time, which looked like a spacious 
mountain ; what could be more noble than the 
walls of Babylon, its hanging gardens, and its 
temple to Jupiter Belus, that rose a mile high by 
eight several stories, each story a furlong in 
height, and on the top of which was the Babyloni- 
an observatory ? I might here, likewise, take no- 
tice of the huge rock that was cut into the figure of 
Semiramis, witli the smaller rocks that lay by it 
in the shape of tributary kings: the prodigious 
basin,, or artificial lake, which took in the whole 
Euphrates, till such time as anew canal was form- 
ed ibr its reception, with tlie several trenches 
through which that river was conveyed. I know 
there are persons who look upon some of these 
wonders of art as fabulous ; but I cannot find any 
ground for such a suspicion ; unless it be that we 
bave no such works among us at present. There 
were indeed many greater advantages for building 
in those times, and in that part of the world, than 
have- been met with ever since. The earth was 
extremely fruitful ; men lived generally on pas- 
turage, which requires a much smaller number 
of hands than agriculture. There were few trades 
to employ the busy port of mankind) and fewer arts 
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and sciences to give work to men o 
tempers ; and, what is more than all 
prince was absolute; so that, wher 
war, he put himself at tlie head o 
people ; as we find Semiramis leadii 
millions to the field, and yet overpoi 
number of her enemies. It is no w( 
fore, when she was at ]>eace, and 
thoughts on building, that she couh 
such great works, with such a prodi 
tude of labourers : besides that in 
there was small interruption of frosts 
%vhich make the northern workmer 
year idle. I might mention too, amo 
fits of the climate, what historians say 
that it sweated out a bitumen, or na 
mortar, which is doubtless the sai 
mentioned in holy writ, as contribi 
structure of Babel : ' Slinic they us 
mortar.* 

In Egypt we still see theii' pyra 
answer to the descriptions that hav< 
of them ; and I question not but a tn 
find out some remains of the labyrint 
cd a whole province, and had a hum 
disposed among its several quarte 
sions. 

The wall of China is one of these ei 
of magnificence, which makes a fij 
the map of the world, although an 
would have been thought fabulous, 
wall itself still extant. 

We are obliged to devotion for 
boiildings that have adorned the sev( 
of the world. It is this which has 
work on temples and public places 
not only th$it they might, by the ma 
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the building! invite the Deity to reside within it, 
but that such stupendous works might, at the same 
timey open the mind to vast conceptions, and fit 
it to converse with the divinity of the place. For 
every thing that is majestic imprints an awfulness 
and reverence on the mind of the beholder, and 
strikes in with the natural greatness of the soul. 

In the second place we are to consider great- 
ness of manner in architecture, which has such 
force upon the imagination, that a small building, 
where it appears, shall give the mind nobler ideas 
than one of twenty times the bulk, where the man- 
ner is ordinary or little. Thus, perhaps, a man 
would have been more astonished with the ma- 
jestic air that appeared in one of Lysippus's sta- 
tues of Alexander, though no bigger than the 
lifO} than he might have been with mount Athos, 
had it been cut into the figure of the hero, ac-^ 
cording to the proposal of Phidias,* with a river 
in one hand, and a city in the other. 

Let any one reflect on the disposition of mind 
he finds in himself at his first entrance into the 
Pantheon at Rome, and how the imagination is 
filled with something great and amazing; and, at 
the same time, consider how little, in proportion, 
he is affected with the inside of a gothic cathedral, 
though it be jive times larger than the other; 
which can arise from nothing else but the great- 
ness of the manner in the one, and the meanness 
in the other. 

I have seen an observation upon this subject in 
a French author, which very much pleased me. 
It is in monsieur Freart's Parallel of the ancient 
and modern Architecture. I shall give it the 
reader with the same terms of art which he had 

* DinooratcfiB. 
VOL. VII. p 
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made use of. * I am observing/ says h 
which, in my opinion, is very curious, 
proceeds, that in the same quantity of s 
the one manner seems great and magni 
the other poor and trifling^; the reas 
and uncommon. I say then, that to intr 
architecture this grandeur of manner, 
so to proceed, tlmt the division of th< 
members of the order may consist 1 
parts, that they be all great, and of a be 
pie relievo, and swelling ; and that t 
holding nothing little and mean, the ii 
may be more vigorously touched an 
with the work that stands before it. 
pie; in a cornice, if the gola or cymati 
corona, the coping, the modillions o 
make a noble show by their graceful pi 
if we see none of that ordinary confu 
is the result of those little cavities, quai 
of the astragal, and I know not how i 
intermingled particulars, which produc 
in great and massy works, and which ^ 
fitably take up place to the prejudice ( 
cipal member, it is most certain that tl 
will appear solemn and great ; as, on 
ry, that it will have but a poor and n 
where there is a redundancy of those 
naments, which divide and scattel* th 
the sight into such a multitude of ray 
sed together that the whole will appea 
fu^on.' 

Among all the figures of architect 
are none that have a greater air than t 
and the convex ; and we find in all the : 
modem architecture, as well in the re 
of China, as in countries; nearer t 
round pillars and Y&ulted roofs make j 
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of those buildings which are designed for pomp 
and magnificence. The reason I take to be, be- 
cause in these figures we generally sec more of 
the body than in those of other kinds. There are, 
indeed figures of bodies, where the eye may take 
in two-thirds of the surface ; but, as in such bodies 
the sight must split upon several angles, it docs 
not take in one uniform idea^ but several ideas of 
the same kind. Look upon the outside of a dome, 
your eye half surrounds it ; look upon the inside, 
and at one glance you have all the prospect of it ; 
the entire concavity falls into your eye at once, 
the sight being as the centre that collects and ga- 
thers into it the lines of the whole circumference : 
in a square pillar, the sight often takes in but a 
fourth part of the surface ; and in a square con- 
cave, must move up and down to the different 
sides, before it is master of all the inward surface. 
For this reason, the fancy is infinitely more struck 
with the view of the open air and skies, that pas- 
ses through an arch, than what comes through a 
square, or any other figure. The fi|;ure of the 
rainbow does not contribute less to its magnifi- 
cence than the colours to its beauty, as it is very 
poetically described by the son of Sirach : * Look 
upon the rainbow, and praise him that made it ; 
very beautiful it is in its brightness ; it encom- 
passes the heavens with a glorious circle, and the 
iiands of the Most High have bended it.' 

Having thus spoken of that greatness which af- 
fects the mind in architecture, I might next show 
the pleasure that arises in the imagination from 
what appears new and beautiful in this aril but 
as every beholder has naturally a greater taste of 
these two great perfections in every building 
which offers itself to his view, than of that which 
I have hitherto considered, I shall not trouble nly 
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readers with any reflections upon it. It is si 
cient for my present purpioso to observe, t 
there is nothing in this whole art which' plea 
the imagination) but as it is great, uncommon, 
beautiful. 
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The seeQndary pleasures of the imaginatioii. The aer 
aources of these pleasaret (statoarr, painting, descript 
and mosie) compared together. The final caoie of ooi 
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tions inparticular. The power of words over the imag 
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Quaten^s hoc simile est oculia, quod mente videmus. 

LucR. ix. 75' 

So far as what we see with our minds hears similitad< 
what we see with our eyes. 

I AT first divided the pleasures of the imaginat 
into such as arise from objects that are actua 
before our eyes, or that once entered in at c 
eyes, and are afterwards called up into the mi 
cither barely by its own operations, or on occasi 
of something without us, as statues, or descr 
tions. We have already considered the first 
vision, and shall therefore enter on the oth 
which, for distinction sake, 1 have called * T 
Secondary Pleasures of the Imagination.* Wh 
I say the ideas we receive from statues, descr 
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tions, or such-like occasions, are the same that 
irere once actually in our view, it must not be 
understood that we had once seen the very place, 
action, or person, that are carved or described. 
It is sufficient that we have seen places^ persons, 
or actions in general, which bear a resemblance, 
or at least some remote anidogy, with what we 
find represented ; since it is in the power of the 
imagination, when it is once stocked with particu- 
lar ideas, to enlarge, compound, and vary them at 
lier own pleasure. 

Among the different kinds of representation, 
statuary is the most natural, and shows us some- 
thing likeat the object that is represented. To 
make use of a common instance : let one who is 
bom blind take an image in his hands, and trace 
out with his fingers the different furrows and im- 
pressions of the chisel, and he will easily conceive 
how the shape of a man, or beast, may be repre- 
sented by it ; but should he draw his hand over a 
picture, where all is smooth and uniform, he 
would never be able to imagine how the several 
prominences and depressions of a human body 
could be shown on a plain piece of canvass, that 
has in it no unevenness or irregularity. Descrip- 
tion runs yet farther from the things it represents 
than painting; for a picture bears a real resem- 
blance to its original, which letters and syllables 
are wholly void of. Colours speak all languages, 
but words are understood only by such a people or 
nation. For this reason, though men's necessities 
quickly put them on finding out speech, writing is 
probably of a later invention than painting ; par- 
ticularly we are told thai in America, when the 
Spaniards first arrived there, expresses were sent 
to the emperor of Mexico in paint, and the news 
of his GX>UQtry delineated by the strokes of a 

p2 
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pencil, which was a more natural way th 
writing, though at the same time much i 
perfect) because it is impossible to draw 
connexions of speech, or to give the pic 
conjunction or an adverb. It would be ] 
strange to represent visible objects b; 
that have no ideas Annexed to them, and 
something like description in music. 
certain, there may be confused imperfec 
of this nature raised in the imagination b 
ficial composition of notes ; and we find t 
masters in the art are able, sometime 
their hearers in the heat and huriy of a I 
overcast their minds with melanchol 
and apprehensions of deaths and funer 
lull them into pleasing dreams of gr 
elysiums. 

In all these instances, this secondary 
of the imagination proceeds from that 
the mind which compares the ideas aris 
the oiiginal objects with the ideas wc 
from the statue, picture, description, c 
that represents them. It is impossible 
give the necessary reason why this ope 
the mind is attended with so much pleas 
have before observed on the same occas 
we find a great variety of entertainment: 
from this single principle ; for it is this 
only gives us a relish of statuary, pain' 
description, but makes us delight in all tl: 
and arts of mimicry. It is this that n 
several kinds of wit pleasant; which con 
have formerly shown, in the affinity of id 
we may add, it is this also that raises 
satisfaction we sometimes find in the 
sorts of false wit ; whether it consists in 1 
ty of letters, as an aBagi*am, acrostic ; or 
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blesy as in doggrel rhymes^ echoes ; or of words, 
as in puns, quibbles ; or of a whole sentence or 
poem, as wings and altars. The final caose, pro- 
bacy, of annexing pleasure to this operation of 
the mind, was to quicken and encourage us in our 
searches after truth, since the distinguishing one 
thing from another, and the right discerning be< 
twixt our ideas, depend wholly upon our compar- 
ing them together, and observing the congruity or 
disagreement that appears among the several 
works of nature. 

But I shall here confine myself to those plea- 
sures of the imagination which proceed from ideas 
raised by words, because most of the observations 
that agree with descriptions are equally applica- 
ble to painting and 8tatuar)\ 

Words, when well chosen, have so great a force 
in themf that a description often gives us more 
lively ideas than the sight of things themselves* 
The reader finds a scene drawn in stronger co- 
lours, and painted more to the life in his imagina- 
tion, by the help of words, than by an actual sur- 
vey of the scene which they describe. In this 
case, the poet seems to get the better of nature : 
he takes, indeed, the landscape after her, but gives 
it more vigorous touches, heightens its beauty, 
and so enlivens the whole piece, that the images 
which flow from the objects themselves appear 
weak and £ednt, in comparison of those that come 
from the expressions. The reason, probably, 
mAf be, because, in the survey of any object, wc 
have only so much of it painted on the imagina- 
tion as comes in at the eye ; but in its description, 
the poet gives us as free a view of it as he pleases, 
and discovers to us sevei*al parts, that cither we 
did not attend to, or that lay out of our sight when 
we first beheld it. As we look on any object, our 
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idea of it is^ perhaps, made up of two or ' 
pie ideas ; but when the poet represc 
may either give us a more complex idc 
only rsdse in us such ideas as are most 
feet the imagination. 

It may be here worth our while tc 
how it comes to pass that several readei 
all acquainted with the same language, 
the meaning of the words they read, sho 
theless have a different relish of the sane 
tions. We find one ti*ansported with 
which another runs over with coldness 
ference ; or finding the representation 
natural, where another can perceive : 
likeness and conformity. This diife 
must proceed either from the perfecti 
gination in one more than in another, o 
different ideas that several readers ai 
same words. For, to have a true relisl 
a right judgment of a description, a n: 
be bom with a good imagination, and i 
"well weighed the force and energy tha 
several words of a language, so as to be i 
tinguish which are mo^t significant and i 
of their proper ideas, and what additions 
and beauty they are capable of recei 
conjunction with others. The fancy 
warm, to retain the print of those ima] 
received from outward objects, and the 
discerning, to know what expression: 
proper to clothe and adorn them to th 
vantage. A man who is deficient in 
these respects, though he may receive 
ral notion of a description, can never sc 
ly all its pardcular beauties ; as a pen 
weak sight ij|w have the confused pri 
place that H^tlbefore him without en 
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its several parts or discerning the variety of its 
colours in their full glory and perfection. 

O. 



No. 41 r. SATURDAY, JUNE 28, 1712. 

PAPER VII. 

Oir TII15 PLEASURES OF THE IMAOIKATIOK. 

CONTENTS, 

How ft whole set of ideas )iang together, &c. A natural 
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yrery perfect in ail these three respects. 

Quern tu, Melpomene^ semel 
^aacentem pladdo lumine videria, 

JVbn ilbim lahor lathmius 
Clarabit pugiletn, nan equuoa imbiger^ ^c. 
Sed qua Twtr aqua fertile perjiutmt^ 

Et a^ate nemorum comp 
JFingtnt %^oUo carmine notnlem. 

HoR. 4. Od.iii, 1.^ 

He on whose birth the lyric queen 
Of numbers smil'd, shall never grace 
The Isthmian gauntlet, or be seen 
First in thefam'd Olympic race. 

But him the streams that warbling flow 
Rich Tiber's fertile meads alon^. 
And shady groves, his haunts, shall know 
The master of th' ^olian son|;. 

Atterburv. 

We may observe, that any single circumstance qi 
vhat wc have formerly seen often raises up a 
whole scene of imagery, and awakens numberless 
vitZA that before slept in the imagination ; such a 



when the tancy thus reflects on the i 
have passed in it formerly, those whi 
first pleasant to behold appear more i 
flection, and that the memory heighte 
lightfulness of the original. A Carte 
account for both these instances in th« 
manner : 

The set of ideas which we received 
a prospect or garden, having entered t 
the same time, have a set of traces b< 
them in the brain, bordering very nea 
another : when, therefore, any one of 
arises in the imagination, and conseq 
patches a flow of animal spirits to its pi 
these spirits, in the violence of their t 
not only into the trace to which they 
particularly directed, but into sever 
that lie about it. By this means th 
other ideas of the same set, which ii 
determine a new dispatch of spirits, 
same manner open other neighbouring 
at last the whole set of them is bloi 
the whole prospect or garden flouris 



f 



Ka417. SPECTATOa^ m 

npf and rendered, incapable of receiving any ani- 
inal spirits, and consequently of exciting any un* 
pleasant ideas in the memory. 

It would be in vain to inquire vtrhether the power 
of imagining things strongly proceeds from any 
greater perfection in the soul, or from any nicer 
texture m the brain of one man than of another. 
But this is certain, that a noble writer should be 
lK>m with this faculty in its full strength and vig- 
our, so as to be able to receive lively ideas from 
0Utward objects, to retain them long, and to range 
them together, upon occasion, in such figures and 
representations, as are most likely to hit the fancy 
of the reader. A poet should take as much pains 
in forming his imagination, as a philosopher in 
L cultivating his understanding. He must gain a 
due relish of the works of nature, and be 
thoroughly conv€;rsant in the various scenery of a 
country life. 

When he is stored with country images, if he 
would go beyond pastoral, and the lower kinds of 
poetry^ he ought to acquaint himself with the 
pomp and magnificence of courts. He should be 
very well versed in every thing that is noble and 
■ stately in the productions of art, whether it ap- 
pear in painting or statuary, in the great works of 
aixhitecture which are in their present glory ; or 
in the ruins of those which flourished in former 
iges. 
' Such advantages as these help to open a man's 
thoughts, and to enlarge his imagination, and will 
therefore have their influence on all kinds of 
writing, if the author knows how to make right 
use of them. And among those of the learned 
languages who excel in this talent, the most per- 
fect in their several kinds are perhaps Homer, 
Virgil} and Oyid. The first strikes the imaguia'- 
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fcion wonderfully with what is gre 
with what is beautiful) and the las 
strange. Reading the Iliad, is 
through a country uninhabited, w: 
is entertained with a thousand sa^ 
of vast deserts, wide uncultivated ; 
Ibrests, misshapen rocks and preci 
contrary, the ^neid is like a well-o 
where it is impossible to find ou 
adorned, or to cast our eyes upon 
that does not produce some bea 
flower. But when we ai-e in the M 
we are walking on enchanted gi 
nothing but scenes of magic lying 
Homer is in his province, when 
ing a battle or a multitude, a hero < 
gil is never better pleased than wl 
clysium, or copying out an entert 
Homer's epithets generally mar! 
great ; Virgil's what is agreeable. 
be more magnificent than the 
makes in the first Iliad ; nor more 
fliat of Venus in the first j^neid. 

"H, x»l xvoLnna-iy i^r* o^^vcn hevo-s K^ 
'AfJo^oatui o oc^oc ^uiroci InrBpguo'ocvro 
K^TOi aTT* aOayfitTOio* ^syay ^ eXeA^J 

* He spoke, and awful beiids his sabi 
Shakes his ambrosial carls, and gives tl 
The stamp of fate, and suDction of tlie 
High heav Q with trembling the dread : 
And all Olympus to the centre shook.' 

] 

* IHxit : et avertens rosed cervice ref 
Ambroaaque cotnm divinum vertire odi 
Sifirav^re : pedes veatis defiuxit ad it 
JEt vera inetiw >«f nil dem . * 



No. 4ir. SPECTATOR. 173 

* Tfaw huTing taidy the tttro'd Rn4 made appear 
Her neek refulgent, and disheTeI'd hair ; 
Whieh, flowing fix)m her shoulders, reach'd the ground^ 
And widely spread ambrosial scents around : 
In length of train descends her sweeping gown. 
And by her graceful walk the queen oflove is known.' 

Dryden. 

lomer's persons are most of them godlike and 
errible : Virgil has scarce admitted any into his 
loem who are not beautiful, and iias taken parti^* 
:ular care to make his hero so. 



'Lumetufue juvenine 



Purpureuniy et hetos ocuhs ajlarat honorea.^ 

ViRG. ^n. i. 5«^4> 

' And gave his rolling eyes a sparkling grace. 
And breath'd a yeutliful tigour on his face.' 

Dryden. 

n a word, Homer fills his readers with sublime 
deas, and, I believe, has raised the imagination 
>f all the good poets that have come after him. £ 
ihall only instance Horace, who immediately 
akes fire at the first hint of any passage in the 
!Uad or Odyssey, and always rises above himself 
vhen he has Homer in his view. Virgil has drawn 
ogether, into his iEneid, all the pleasing scenes 
lis subject his capable of admitting, and in his 
jreorgics has given us a collection Vof^b^ f99^Jt 
lelightful landscapes that can be m||^'^^t of 
ields and woods, herds of cattle, and smarms of 
>ees. 

Ovid, in his Metamorphoses, has sho^iin ushow 
he imagination may be affected by. w,hat is 
itrange. He describes a miracle in every story, 
md always gives us the sight of some new crea- 
urc at the end of it. His art consists chiefly in 
veil-timing his description, before the first shape 
s quite worn off, and the new one perfectly 
inished ; so that he every where entertains us 

VOL. VII. q 
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with something we never saw befc 
ws monster after monster to the e 
tamorphoses. 

If I were to name a poet that is 
ter in all these arts of working oi 
tion^ I think Milton may pass for ( 
Paradise Lost Mis srhort of the ^i 
this respect, it proceeds rather frc 
the language in which it is written, 
defect of genius in the author. Bo 
in English, is like a stately palace 
where one may see architecture in 
fection as one of marble, though 
iue of a coarser nature. But to cc 
as it regards our present subject: 
conceived greater than the battle 
majesty of Messiah, the stature an* 
Satan and his peers ? What more 
Pandasmonium, Paradise, Heaven, 2 
and Eve ? What more strange tha 
of the world, the several metumoi 
&llen angels, and the surprising ad 
leader meets with in his search aJ 
No other subject could have fun 
with scenes so proper to strike th^ 
as no other poet could have panted 
ia more strong and lively colours. 
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■ J erat et rubua asper amomutn. 

ViRG. Eel. iii..S9. 

The rugged thorn shall bear the fragrant rose. 

Thb pleasures of these secondary views of the 
imagination are of a wider and more universal 
nature than those it has when joined with sig^ht ; 
for not only what is great, strange, or beautiful, 
but any thing that is disagreeable when looked 
upon, pleases us in an apt description. Here, 
therefore, we must inquire after a new principle 
of pleasure, which is nothing else but the action 
of the mind, which compares the ideas that arise 
from words with the ideas that arise from ob- 
jects themselves ; and why this operation of the 
mind is attended with so much pleasure, we have 
before considered. For this reason, therefore, 
the description of a dunghill is pleasing io the 
imagination, if the image be represented^^to our 
minds by suitable expressions ; though, perhaps, 
this may be more properly called the pleasure of 



not only delighted with comparing th* 
tation with the original, but are higl 
with the original itself. Most readers 
are more charmed with Milton's dej 
paradise, than of hell : they are botl 
equally perfect in their kind ; but in i 
brimstone and sulphur are not so re 
the imagination, as the beds of flow 
wildei^ness of sweets in the other. 

There is yet another circumstance 
commends a description more than al 
and that is, if it represents to us such 
are apt to raise a secret ferment in tl 
the reader, and to work with violcnc 
passions* For, in this case, we ai 
warmed and enlightened, so that the pi 
comes more universal, and is several 
lified to entertain us. Thus in paii 
pleasant to look on the picture of any 
the resemblance is hit; but the pi 
creases if it be the picture of a face tl 
tiful ; and is still greater, if the beai] 
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It is not strange, that we should take delight in 
such passages as are apt to produce hope, joy, ad- 
miration, love, or the like emotions, in us, be- 
cause they never rise in the mind without an in- 
ward pleasure which attends them. But how 
comes it to pass, that we should take delight in 
being terrified or dejected by a description, when 
we find so much uneasiness in the fear or grief 
which we receive from any other occasion ? 

If we consider, therefore, the nature of this 
pleasure, we shall find that it does not arise so 
properly from the description of what is terrible, 
as-from the reflection we make on ourselves at 
the time of reading^ it. When we look on such 
hideous objects, we are not a little pleased to 
think we are in no danger of them.* We con- 
sider them, at the same time, as dreadful sCnd 
harmless ; so that, the more frightful appear- 
ances they mstke, the greater is the pleasure we 
receive from the sense of our own safety. In 
short, we look upon the terrors of a description 
with the same curiosity and satisfaction that we 
survey a dead monster. 



•Informe cadaver 



JProtrahitur : nequeunt expleri corda tnendo 
TerrUnleB oculoa, vuUum vUlosaqiie setis 
Ppctura eenuferi atque exHnctoa Jaudbtis igiies? 

ViRC. iEn. viii. 1264. 



-They drag him from his den. 



The wond'ring neighbourhood, with glad surprise. 
Behold his shagged breast, his giant size. 
His mouth that flames no more, and his extinguish'd 
eyes.' Dryden. 

It is for the same reason that we are delighted 
witti the reflecting upon dangers that are past, or 

• ' Sudve marc dulci turbantibus teguora ventis^ &c. 

q2 
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in looking apon a precipice at a dist 
"would fill us with a different kind of 1 
saw it hanging over our heads. 

In the like manner, when we read 
-woutids, deaths, and the like dism 
our pleasure does not flow so prope 
grief which such melancholy descript 
as from the secret comparison which 
'tween ourselves and the person ^ 
Such representations teach us to set 
upon our own condition, and make 
good fortune, which exempts us fron 
lamities. This is, however, such a 
sure as wc are not capable of receivi 
see a person actually lying under the 
■we meet with in a description ; bee; 
case, the object presses too close up 
ses, and bears so hard upon us, that 
give us time or leisure to reflect c 
Our thoughts are so intent upon the 
the sufferer, that we cannot turn the 
own happiness. Whereas, on the 
consider the misfortunes we read in 1 
etry, either as past, or as fictitious ; 
reflection upon ourselves rises in u 
and overbears the sorrow we concci) 
ferings of the afllicted. 

But because the mind of man re 
thing more perfect in matter than 
there, and can never meet with any 
ture which sufliciently answers its 1 
of pleasantness ; or, in other words, 
imagination can fancy to itself thing: 
strange, or beautiful, than the eye e 
is still sensible of some defect in whs 
on this account it is the part of a poi 
the imaginalion in our own notions 



f 
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and perfecting nature where he describes a reali- 
tVy and by adding greater beauties than are put 
together in nature, where he describes a fiction. 

He is not obliged to attend her in the slow ad« 
vances which she makes from one season to ano« 
ther, or to observe her conduct in the successive 
production of plants and flowers. He may draw 
into his description all the beauties of the spring 
g^ and autumn, and make the whole year contribute 
something to render it the more agreeable. His 
rose-trees, wood-bines, and jessamines, may flo'tv- 
er together, and his beds be covered at the same 
time with lilies, violets, and amaranths. His soil 
is not restrained to any particular set of plants, but 
is proper either for oaks or mynles, and adapts 
itself to the products of every climate. Oranges 
may grow wild in it ; myrrh may be met with in 
every hedge ; and if he thinks it proper to have a 
grove of spices, he can quickly command sua 
enough to raise it. If all this will not furnish out 
an agreeable scene, he can make several new spe- 
cies of flowers, with richer scents and higher co- 
lours than any that grow in the gardens of nature. 
His concerts of birds may be as full and haimoni- 
ous, and his woods as thick and gloomy as he plea- 
ses. He is at no more expense in a long vista 
tlian a short one, and can as es^ily throw his cas- 
cades from a precipice of half a mile high, as from 
one of twenty yards. He has his choice of the 
winds, and can turn the course of his rivers in ail 
the variety of meanders that are most delightfiU 
to the restder's imagination. In a word, he hat, 
the modelling of nature in his own hands, ant 
may give her what charms he pleases, provide! 
he does not reform her too niuch, and run into ab- 
surdities by endeavouring to excel. O. 
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r nentia grathntmu error. 

HoR. 3. £p. 11.140. 

The sweet delusion of a raptur'd mind. 

There is a kind of writings 'wherein the poei 
quite loses sight of nature^and entertains his rea< 
cler*s imagination with the characters and action! 
uf such persons as have many of them no exis* 
tence but what he bestows on them. Such arc 
fairies, witches, magicians, demons, and departed 
spirits. This Mr. Drydcn calls ' the fairy way ol 
writing,' which is indeed more difficult than an) 
other that depends on the poet's fancy, because he 
has no pattern to follow in it, and must work altO' 
gether out of his own invention. 

There is a very odd turn of thought required foi 
this^ sort of writing; and it is impossible for a po- 
et to succeed in it, who has not a particular cast 
of fancy, and an imagination naturally fruitful and 
superstitious. Besides this, he ought to be ver) 
well versed in legends and fables, antiquated ro^ 
mances, and the traditions of nurses and old wO' 
men, that he xpay fall in with our natur^ prejudi« 
ces, and humour those notions which we have im- 
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d in our infancy. For otherwise he will be apt 
take his fidries talk like people of his own spe- 
) and not like other sets of beings, who con- 
e with different objects, and think in adiffer- 
manner from that of mankind. 

Sylvit deducti caveant, me judicetfaimi, 
W velutinnati trvoUa, acpeniforentea, 
iui nimi^m teneria juvenentur veraibu a * 

HoR. An Poet v. S44. 

Let not the wood-born satyr fondly- sport 
Vhh am'rous verses^ as if bred at ooart' 

Francis. 

not say, with Mr. Bays in the Rehearsal, that 
ts must not be confined to speak sense : but 
certain their sense ought to be a little disco- 
id, that it may seem particular, and proper 
e person and condition of the speaker, 
hese descriptions raise a pleasing kind of hor« 
nthe mind of the reader, and amuse his ima- 
tion with the strangeness and novelty of the 
ons who are represented in them. They 
^ up into our memory the stories we have 
d in our childhood, and favour those secret 
»rB and apprehensions to which the mind of 
is naturally subject. We are pleased with 
eying the different habits and behaviours of 
ign countries: how much more must we be 
j^hted and surprised when we are led, as it 
:, into a new creation, and see the persons and 
ners of another species ! Men of cold fancies, 
philosophical dispositions, object to this kind 
jetry, that it has not probability enough to af- 
the imagination. But to this it may be an- 
•ed, that we are sure, in general, there are ma- 
ntellectual beings in the world besides our- 
:s, and several species of spirits, who are sub* 
to different laws and economies from those of 
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mankind : when we see, tl 
represented naturally, we 
representation as altoget 
many are prepossest with 
dispose them to believe t 
sions ; at least we have all ; 
relations in favour of there 
for seeing through the fal 
give ourselves up to so agi 

The ancients have not 
among them ; for, indeed, 
stance of it owes its origin 
superstition of later ages, \ 
made use of to amuse manli 
into a sense of their duty. < 
upon nature with more rev 
fore the world was enligJ 
philosophy; and loved tc 
with the apprehensions ol 
charms, and inchantments. 
lage in England that had r 
churchyards were all haunt 
mon had a circle of fairies 
there was scarce a shephei 
had not seen a spirit. 

Among all the poets of 
are much the best, by w 
whether it be that we abo 
of this nature, or that the g 
fitter for this sort of poetry 
naturally fanciful, and very 
gloominess and melancho 
so frequent in our nation, 
and visions, to which other 

Among the English, S! 
parably excelled all others. 
i;ance of fancy, which he h 
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m, thoroughly qualified him to touch this weak 
perstitious part of his reader's* imagination ; 
d made him capable of succeeding, where he 
id nothing to support him besides the strength 
his own genius. There is something so wild, 
d yet so solemn, in the speeches of his ghosts, 
iries, witches, and the like imaginary persons, 
at we cannot forbear thinking them natural, 
ough we have no rule by which to judge of 
em, and must confess, if there are such beings 
the world, it looks highly probable they should 
k.and act as he has represented them. 
There is another sort of imaginary beings, that 
5 sometimes meet with among the poets, when 
e author represents any passion, appetite, vir- 
e or vice, under a visible shape, and makes it a 
rson or an actor in his poem. Of this nature 
B the descriptions of Hunger and Envy in 
dd, of Fame in Virgil, and of Sin and Death in 
ilton. We find a whole creation of the Jikc 
adowy persons in Spenser, who had an admira- 
3 talent in representations of this kind. I have 
icoursed of these emblematical persons in for- 
jr papers^ and shall therefore only mention 
em in this place. Thus we see how many ways 
etry addresses itself to the imagination, as it 
s not only the whole circle of nature for its 
ovince, but makes new worlds of its own, 
ows us persons who are not to be found in be- 
Xj and represents even the faculties of the soul, 
til the several virtues and vices, in a sensible 
ipe and character. 

I shall, in my two following papers, consider, m 
neral, how other kinds of writing are qualified 
please the imagination j with which I intend 
conclude this essay. O. 
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'"^'^QMdcunque volunt mentem ttuditorU 04 

HoR. Ars Poe 

And raise men's passions to what height the 

Kosci 



As the writers in poetry and fiction borr 
several materials from outward objects, 
them together at their own pleasure, t 
others who are obliged to follow natii 
closely, and to take entire scenes out 
Such are historians, natural philosophers 
lers, geographers, and, in a word, all who 
visible objects of a real existence. 

It is the most agreeable talent of an his 
be able to draw up his armies and fight h 
in proper expressions, to set before our 
divisions, cabals, and jealousies of great 
lead us step by step into the several act 
events of his history. We love to see th< 
unfolding itself by just degrees, and break 
us insensibly, that so we may be kept in a 
suspense, and have time given us to rais< 
pectations, and to side with one of the par 
cemed in the relation. I confess thi 
more the art than the veracity of the h 
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but I am only to speak of him as he is qualified 
to please the imagination. And in this respect 
Livy haS) perhaps, excelled all who went before 
him, or have written since his time. He describes 
every thing in so lively a manner, that his whole 
history is an admirable picture, and touches on 
such proper circumstances in every story, that his 
reader becomes a kind of spectator, and feels 
in himself all the variety of passions which are 
correspondent to the several parts of the rela- 
tions. 

But among this set of writers there are none 
who more gratify and enlarge the imagination 
than the authors of the new philosophy, whether 
we consider their theories of the earth or heavens, 
the discoveries they have made by glasses, or any 
other of their contemplations on nature. We are 
not a little pleased to find every green leaf swarm 
with millions of animals, that at their largest 
growth are not visible to the naked eye. There 
is something very engaging to the fancy, as well 
as to our reason, in the treatises of metals, mine- 
rals, plants, and meteors. But when we survey 
the whole earth at once, and the several planets 
that lie within its neighbourhood, we are filled 
with a pleasing astonishment, to see so many' 
worlds, hanging one above another, and sliding 
round their axles in such an amazing pomp and, 
solemnity. If, after this, we contemplate thoso 
wild* fields of ^ther, that reach in height as far 
as from Saturn to the fixed stars, and run abroad 
almost to an infinitude, cur imaginatioh finds its 
capacity filled with so immense a proi^ect, and 
puts itself upon the stretch to comprehend it. 
But if we yet rise higher, and consider the fixed 

* VidQ ed. 19 fdio. 
VOL. VII-. a 
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stars as so many vast oceans of flame, that are ea 
uf them attended with a different set of planets, a 
still discover new firmaments and new lights tl 
are sunk farther in those unfathomable depths 
aether, so as not to be seen by the strongest 
our. telescopes, we are lost in such a labyrinth 
suns and worlds, and confounded with the immc 
sity and magnificence of nature. 

Nothing is more pleasant to the fancy, than 
enlarge itself by degrees, in its contemplation 
the various proportions which its several objec 
bear to each other, when it compares the body 
man to the bulk of the whole earth, the earth 
the circle it describes round the sun, that circ 
to the sphere of the fixed stars, the sphere of tl 
fixed stars to the circuit of the whole creation, tl 
whole creation itself to the infinite space that 
every where diffused about it ; or when the ira 
gination works downward, and considers thebu 
of a human body in respect of an animal a hu 
dred times less than a mite, the particular Urn 
of such an animal, the different springs that act 
ate the limbs, the spirits which set the sprin] 
a*going,and the proiK)rtionable minuteness of the 
several parts, before they have arrived at the 
full growth and perfection ; but if, after all thi 
we take the least particle of tliese animal spiril 
and consider its capacity of being wrought into 
world that shall contain within those narrow d 
xneusions a heaven and earth, stars and planet 
and every different species of living creatures, 
the same analogy and proportion they bear to eai 
other in our own universe ; such a speculation,! 
reason of its nicety, appears ridiculous to thoi 
who have not turned their thoughts that wa 
though at the same time it is founded on no ie 
than the evidence of a demonstration. Nay^ v 
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may yet carry it farther, and discover in the small- 
est particle of this little world a new inexhausted 
fund of matter, capable of being spun out into 
another universe. 

I have dwelt the longer on this subject, because 
I think it may show us the proper limits, as well 
as the defectiveness of our imagination ; how it is 
confined to a very small quantity of space, and im- 
mediately stopt inits operation, when it endeavours 
to take in any thing that is very great or very little. 
Let a man try to conceive the different bulk of an 
animal, which is twenty, from another which is an 
hundred times less than a mite, or to compare in 
his thoughts a length of a thousand diameters of 
the earth, with that of a million ; and he will quick- 
ly find that he has no different measures in his 
mind, adjusted to such cxti'aordinaiy degrees of 
grandeur or minuteness. The understanding, 
indeed, opens an infinite space on every side of 
us ; but the imagination, after a few faint efforts, 
is immediately at a stand, and finds herself swal- 
lowed up in the immensity of the void that sur- 
rounds it : our reason can pursue a particle of 
matter through an infinite variety of divisions ; 
but the fancy soon loses sight of it, and feels in 
itself a kind of chasm, that wants to be filled with 
matter of a more sensible bulk. We can neither 
widen' nor contract the faculty to the dimension 
of either extreme. The object is too big for 
our capacity, when we would comprehend the 
circumference of a world ; and dwindles into 
nothing, when we endeavour after the idea of an 
atom. 

It is possible this defect of imagination may not 
be in the soul itself, but as it acts in conjunction 
with the body. Perhaps there may not be room 
in the brain for such a variety of impressions) or - 
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the animal spirits may be incapable of figuring 
them in such a manner as is necessary to excite 
so very large or very minute ideas. However it bCf 
live may well suppose that beings of a higher na- 
ture very much excel us in this respect^ as it is 
probable the soul of man ivili be infinitely more 
perfect hereafter in this faculty, as well as in all 
the rest ; insomuch that, perhaps, the imagination 
will be able to keep pace with the understanding! 
and to form in itself distinct ideas of all the du- 
fcfrent modes and quantities of space. 

O. 
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lenotia errare lociSf ignota videre 

jPhmdna gaudebat ; studio mimunte laborem, 

Ovid. Met yi. S294. 

He sought fresh fountains in a foreign soil ; 
The pleasure lessen'd the attending toil. 

Addison. 

The pleasures of the imagination are not ivholly 
confined to such particular authors as are con« 
Ji^ersant in material objects^ but are often to be 
lajet with among the polite masters of moralit]r4 
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criticisni, and other speculations abstracted from 
natter, who, though they do not directly treat of 
the visible parts of nature, often draw from them 
their similitudes, metaphors, and allegories. By 
these allusions a truth in the understanding is, as it 
were^ reflected by the imagination ; we are able 
to see something like colour and shape in a notion, 
and to discover a scheme of thoughts traced out 
upon matter. And here the mind receives a 
great deal of satisfaction, and has two of its facul- 
ties gratified at the same time, while the ^ncy is 
busy in copying after the understanding, and tran- 
scribing ideas out of the intellectual world into the 
material* 

The great art of a writer shows itself in the 
choice of pleasing allusions, which are generally 
to be taken from the great or beautiful works of 
art or nature; for, though whatever is new or un- 
common is apt to delight the imagination, the 
chief design of an allusion being to illustrate and 
explain the passages of an author, it should be 
always borrowed from what is more known and 
common than the passages which are to be ex- 
plained. 

Allegories, when well chosen, are like «o many 
tracks of light in a discourse, that make every 
thing about them clear and beautiful. A noble 
metaphor, when it is placed to an advantage, casts 
a kind of glory round it, and darts a lustre through 
a whole sentence. These different kinds of allu- 
sion are but so many different manners of simili- 
tude ; and tliat they may please the imagination, 
the likeness ouglvt to be very exact or very 
agreeable, as we love to see a picture where the 
resemblance is just, or the posture and air grace- 
ful. But we often find eminent writers very faulty 
in this respect : great scholars are apt to fetch 

r2 
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their comptrisoDB and allosions from the teieim 
in which they art most conversaDt« so that a m§ 
may see the compass of their learning in a treatfa 
on the most indifferent subject I have read a du 
course upon lore, which none but a profea 
chynust could understand* and hurt heard many 
sermon that should only hare been preached bi 
fore a congregation of Cartesians. On the cim 
trary your men of business usually have recoun 
to such instances as are too mean and familia 
They are for drawing the reader into a game * 
chess or tennis, or for leading him from shop t 
shop, in the cant of particular trades and emplo 
ments. It is certain, there may be found an ii 
£nite variety of very agreeable allusions in bot 
these kinds; but, for the generality, the mo 
entertaining ones lie in the works of natur 
which are obvious to all capacities and more d 
lifl^htful than what is to be found in arts ac 
sciences. 

It is this talent of affecting the imagination th 
gives an embellishment to good sense, and maki 
one man's composition more agreeable than ai 
other's. It sets off all writings in general, but 
the very life and highest perfection of poctr 
where it shines in an eminent degree : it has pn 
served several poems for many ages, that hk\ 
nothing else to recommend them ; and whei 
all the other beauties arc present, the work aj 
pears dry and insipid, if this single one be wan 
iiig. It has something in it like creation. It bi 
stows a kind of existence, and draws up to tb 
reader's view several objects which are not to I 
found in ,being. It makes additions to naturt 
and gives gi*eater variety to God's works, in 
word, it is able to beautify and adorn the mot 
iKustricrus scenes in ihe universe^ or to fill U) 
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mind with more glorbus shows and apparitions 
than can be found in any part of it. 

We have now discovered the several originals 
of those pleasures that gratify the fancy; and here 
perliapsi it would not be very difficult to cast un« 
der their proper heads those contrary objects, 
which are apt to fill it with distaste and terror ; 
for the imagination is as liable to pain as pleasure. 
When the brain is hurt by any accident, or the 
mind disordered by dreams or sickness, the fancy 
is overrun with wild dismal ideas, and terrified 
with a thousand hideous monsters of its own 
framing. 

* Ettmenidttm veluti dement videt agTtdna Pentheus, 
JSt 99lem gemnum^ et duf licet ae oatendere Thebaa .- 
Jlut ^gamemnotttua acerua agitatua Oreatea, 
^Armatam facibua matrem et aerpentibua atria 
Cikm Jugit, ultriceaqite aedent in limine dira.* 

ViRG. iEa. Iv. 469. 

< Liktt Pentheas, -when distraoted with hii fear. 
He saw two tuns, and double Thebes appear : 
Or mad Orestes, w^ien his mother's ghost. 
Fall in his face infernal torches tost. 
And shook her snakj looks : he shuns the sip^ht, y 

Flies o'er the stage, surpris'd with mortal fright ; C 
The furies guard the door, aod intercept his flight.' ) 

Dryden. 

There is not a sight in nature so mortifying as 
that of a distracted person, when his imagination 
is troubled, and his whole soul disordered and con- 
fused. Babylon in ruins is not so melancholy a 
spectacle. But to quit so disagreeable a subject, 
I shall only consider,* by way of conclusion, what 
an infinite advantage this faculty gives an al- 
mighty Being over the soul of man, and how 
great a measure of happiness or misery we arc 
capable of receiving from the imagination only. 

We have already seen the infiuence that one has 
dver the fancy of another} and with what ease he 
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conveys into it a variety of imagery : how great i 
power then may we suppose lodged in him, whi 
knows all the ways of afPecting the imaginatkn 
who can infuse what ideas he pleases, and fil 
those ideas with terror and delight to what degro 
he thinks fit ! He can excite images in the miiM 
without the help of words, and make scenes nan 
up before us, and seem present to the eye, with 
out the assistance of bodies or exterior objects 
He can transport the imagination with such bean 
tifal and glorious visions as cannot possibly entei 
into our present conceptions, or haunt it witl 
such ghastly spectres and apparitions as woul< 
make us hope for annihilation, and think existenci 
no better than a curse. In short, he can so exqui 
sitely ravish or torture the soul through thii 
single faculty, as might sufiice to make the wbok 
heaven or hell of any finite being. 

[This essay on the Pleasures of the Imagina 
tion having been published in separate papers, ] 
shall conclude it with a table of the principal con 
tents of each paper.*] O. 



No. 422. FRIDAY, JULY 4, 1712. 



Uttc scripsi 7ion otU abundantid, aed amoris erga te. 

TuLL. Epist 

I have written this, not out of the abundance of ieisore, Im 
of my affection towards you. 

I DO not know any thing which gives greater dis- 
ttirbance to conversation than the false notior 

* These contents arc printed altogether in the original folio 
at the end of No. 4^1 ; but are in ' this edition arranged ti 
their proper places and placed at the beginnings of the 9e?era 
papers. 
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wbich people have of raillery. It ought^ certain- 
ly, to be the first point to be aimed at in society, to 
gain the good-will of those with whom you con- 
Terse t the way to that is, to show you are well in- 
clined towards them. What then can be more 
absurd, than to set up for being extremely sharp 
and bitinp^i as the term is, in your expressions to 
jrour familiars ? A man who has no good quality 
but courage, is in a very ill way towards making 
an agreeable figure in the world, because that 
which he has superior to other people cannot be 
exerted without raising himself an enemy. Your 
gentleman of a satirical vein is in the like condi* 
tion.s To say a thing which perplexes the heart 
of him you speak to, or brings blushes into his 
£Eice) is a degree of murder; and it is, I think, an 
unpardonable offence to show a man you do not 
care whether he is pleased or displeased. But 
won't you then take a jest ?— -Yes : but pray let it 
be a jest. It is no jest to put me, who am so un- 
happy as to have an utter aversion to speaking to 
more than one man at a time, under a necessity to 
explain myself in much company, and reducing 
me to shame and derision, except I perform what 
my infirmity of silence disables me to do. 

Callisthenes has great wit, accompanied with 
that quality without which a man can have no wit 
at all— a sound judgment. This gentleman ral« 
lies the best of any man I know : for he forms his 
ridicule upon a circumstance which you are in 
your heart not unwilling to grant him ; to wit, 
that you are guilty of an excess in something 
which is in itself laudable. He very well under- 
stands what you would be, and needs not fear 
your anger for declaring you are a little too much 
that thing. The generous will bear being re- 
proached as lavish, and the valiant as rash, with* 
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out being provoked to resentment against tl 
monitor. What has been said to be a marki 
good writer will fall in with the character o 
good companion. The good writer makes 
reader better pleased with himself, and 
agreeable, man makes his friends enjoy thi 
selves, rather than him, while he is in their cc 
pany. Callisthenes does this with inimita 
pleasantry. He whispered a friend the other i 
so as to be overheard by a young officer v 
gave symptoms of cocking upon the compa 
^ That g^tleman has very much the air of a ! 
neral officer.' The youth immediately put o 
composed behaviour, and behaved himself su 
bly to the conceptions he believed the comp: 
had of him. It is to be allowed that Callisthe 
will make a man run into impertinent relati< 
to his own advantage, and express the satisfact 
he has in his own dear self, till he is very ridi 
lous ; but in this case the man is made a fool 
his own consent, and not exposed as such w 
ther he will or no. I take it therefore, thatj 
make raillery agreeable, a man must either : 
know he is rallied, or think'never the worse of hi 
self if he sees he is. 

Acetus is of a quite contrary genius, and 
more generally admired than Callisthenes, 1 
not with justice. Acetus has no regard to l 
modesty or weakness of the person he rallies ; 1 
if his quality or humility gives him any sup( 
ority to the man he would fall upon, he has 
mercy in making the onset. He can be pleai 
to see his best friends out of countenance, wh 
the laugh is loud in his own applause. His n 
lery always puts the company into little divisi< 
and separate interests, while that of Callisthci 
cements it, and makes every man not only bet 
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pleased with himself, but also M^ith all the rest in 
the conversation. 

To rally well, it is absolutely necessary that 
kindness must run through all you say ; and you 
must ever preserve the character of a friend to 
support your pretensions to be free with a man. 
Acetus ought to be banished human society, be- 
cause he raises his mirth upon giving pain to the 
person upon whom he is pleasant. Nothing but 
the malevolence which is too general towards 
those who excel could make his company tolera- 
ted; but they with whom he converses arc sure to 
see some man sacrificed wherever he is admitted ; 
and all the credit he has for wit, is owing to the 
gratification it gives to other men's ill nature. 

Minutius has a wit that conciliates a man's love, 
at the same time that it is exerted against his 
faults. He has an art of keeping the person he 
rallies in countenance, by insinuating that he 
himself is guilty of the same imperfection. This 
he does with so much address, that he seems ra- 
ther to bewail himself, than fall upon his friend. 

It is really monstrous to see how unaccounta- 
bly it prevails among men, to take the liberty of 
displeasing each other. One would think some- 
times that the contention is, who shall be most 
disagreeable. Allusions to past follies, hints 
which revive what a man has a mind to forget for 
ever, and desires that all the rest of the world 
should, are commonly brought forth even in com- 
pany of men of distinction. They do not thrust 
with the skill of fencers, but cut up witli the bar- 
barity of butchers. It is, metliinks, below the 
character of men of humanity and good -manners 
to be capable of mirth while there is any of the 
company in pain and disorder. They who have 
the true taste of true conversation, enjoy them- 
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aelTes in communication of each olher^ 4 
cies, and not in a triumph over the^ i 
tiona. . Fortius would have been reckon 
if Aero had never been a fool in the vi 
wants not foils to be a beauty, but has thi 

Sleasure in observing perfection in otk 
is own &ults are overlooked out of gra 
all his acquaintance. 

After these several characters of men 
eeed or&il in raillery^ it may not be am 
fleet a Utile further what one takes to be 
agreeable kind of it; and that to me 
when the satire is directed against ^ce 
air of cootempt of the fault, but no ill vi 
criminaL Mr. Congreve's Doris is ] 
piece in this kind. It is the character of 
utterly abandoned ; but her imprudenc 
finest piece of raillery, is made only gen 

* Peeidiar tiierefore is her vrhj. 

Whether by nature taught 
I jBhaU not undertake to say. 
Or hy esperienee bought ; 

' For vho o^er night obtain'd her graee] 

She oan next day disown* 
And stare upon the strange man's faee,. 

Aa one she ne'er had known. 

* So well she ean the truth disguisej 

Sueh artful wonder frame. 
The lover or distrusts his eyes* 
Or think* 'twas all a dream. 

' Some eensure this as lewd or loir;| 

Who are to bounty blind ; 
But to forget wliat we bestow 

llespeaka a aoble miad.' 



Jfyh 488. STEGTATOK. 1§7 

No. 423. SATURDAY, JULY 5, 1712. 



■ JSPuper id<meu9. 

HoR. 3 Od. xx?i. 1. 
Onoe fit myself. 

I LOOK Upon myself as a kind of guardian to the 
ikir, and am always watchful to observe any thing 
^hich concerns their interest. The present pa- 
pep shall be employed in the service of a very 
fine young woman; and the admonitions^ I give, 
her miay not be unuseful to the rest of her sex. 
Gloriana shall be the name of the heroine in to- 
dlay's entertainment ; and when I have told you 
that she is rich, witty, young, and beautiful, you 
will believe she does not want admirers. She has 
had since she came to town, about twenty-five of 
those lovers whojuade their addresses by way of 
jointure and settlement : these come and go with 
great indifference on both sides ; and as beautiful 
as she is, a line in a deed has had exception 
enough against it, to outweigh the lusture of her 
eyes, the readiness of her understanding, and the 
merit of her general character. But among the 
crowd of such cool adorers, she has two who are 
verv assiduous in their attendance. There is 

m 

something so extraordinary and artful in their 
manner of application, that I think it but com- 
mon justice to alarm her in it. I have done it in 
the following letter : 

^ MADAM, 

' I HAVE for some time taken notice of two 
gentlemen who attend you in all public places, 
both of whom have also easy access to you at 

VOL. VII. s 
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yoiir ow n house. The matter is adjus 
them ; and DamoU) who so passionate 
you, has no design upon you ; but Sti 
seems to be indifferent to you, is the 
as they have settled it, to have you 
was laid over a bottle of wine : an 
when he first thought of you, propose 
to be his rival. The manner of his b 
to him, I was so placed at the tavern, 
not avoid hearing. ^' Damon/' said 
deep sigh, ^' I have long languished 
racle of beauty, Gloriana; and if 
very stead&stly my rival, I shall cer 
her. Do not,** continued he, "be 
this overture ; for 1 go upon the ki 
the temper of the women, rather th 
if that I should profit by any opposi 
pretensions to those of your hum 
Gloriana has very good sense, a qu 
the satisfactions of life, and will not 
as the crowd of women do, to the ai 
to whom she is indifferent. As she 
women, expressions of rapture and a 
not move her neither : but he that h 
be the objectof her desire, not her pit 
to this end I take to be, that a man's 
duct should be agreeable, without a 
particular to the woman he loves. ] 
you will be so kind as to sigh and die 
I will carry it with great I'espect towa 
seem void of any thoughts as a lov 
means I shall be in the most amia 
which I am capable; I. shall be r( 
freedom, you with reserve." Dann 
himself no designs of marriage at al 
into the scheme ; and you may obscrvi 
ever you are, Damon appears also. 
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carries on an unaffected exactness in his dress 
and manner^ and strives always to be the very 
contrary of Strcphon. They have already suc- 
ceeded so far, that your eyes are ever in search of 
Strephon, and turn themselves of course from 
Damon. They meet and compare notes upon 
your carria{;e ; and the letter which was brought 
to you the other day was a contrivance to remark 
your resentment. When you saw the billet sub- 
scribed Damon> and turned away with a scornful 
air, and cried, <^ impertinence 1*' you gave hopes to 
him that shuns you, without mortifying him that 
languishes for you. 

^ What I am concerned for, madam, is, that in 
the disposal of your heart you should know what 
you are doing, and examine it before it is lost. 
Strephon contradicts you in discourse with the 
civility of one who has a value for you, but gives 
up nothing like one that loves you. This seem- 
ing unconcern gives his behaviour the advantage 
of sincerity, and insensibly obtains your good 
opinion by appearing disinterested in the pur- 
chase of it. If you watch these correspondents 
hereafter, you will find that Strephon makes his 
visit of civility immediately after Damon has 
tired you with one of love. Though you are very 
discreet, you will find it no easy matter to escape 
the toils so well laid ; as, when one studies to be 
disagi'eeable in passion, the other to be pleasing 
witliout it. All the turns of your temper arc 
carefully watched, and their quick and faithful 
intelligence gives your lovers irresistible advan- 
tage. You will please, madam, to be upon your 
guard, and take all the necessary precautions 
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against one who is amiable to you before yoa 
know he is enamoured. 

I am. Madam, 

Your most obedient senrant.' 

Strephon makes great progress in this lady's 
good graces ; for most women being actuated by 
some little spirit of pride and contradiction, he 
has the good effects of both those motives by this 
covert-way of courtship. He received a message 
yesterday from Damon in the following wordn 
superscribed * With speed/ 

* All goes well ; she is very angry at me, 
and I dare say hates me in earnest. It is a good 
time to visit. 

Yours.* 

The comparison of Strephon's gayety to Da- 
mon's languishment strikes her imagination with 
a prospect of very agreeable hours with such a 
man as the former, and abhorrence of the insipid 
prospect with one like the latter. To know when 
a lady is displeased with another, is to know the 
best time of advancing yourself. This method of 
two persons playing into each other's hand is se 
dangerous, that I cannot tell how a woman could 
be able to withstand such a siege. The condition 
of Gloriana I am afraid is irretrievable ; for Strc» 
phon has had so many opportunities of pleasing 
without suspicion, that all which is left for her to 
do is to bring him, n6w she is advised, to an ex- 
planation of his passion, and beginning again, if 
she can conquer the kind sentiments she has con- 
ceived for him. When one shows himself a 
creature to be avoided, the other proper to be 
lied to for succour, they have the whole woman 
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between theni) and can occasionally rebound her 
lore and hatred from one to the either, in such a 
manner as to keep her at a distance from all the 
rest of the world, and cast lots for the conquest. 

N. B. I have many other secrets which con- 
cern the empire of love ; but I consider, that, 
while I alarm my women, I instruct my men. 

T. 
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£8t Uhibri99 animus H te non deficit aquug, 

HoR. 1 £p. xi. 30. 

'Tib not tlie plaee diigast or pleasure brings ; 
From oar own mind our satisutetion wrings. 

< MR. SPECTATOR, LondoD, June 24, 

< A MAW who has it in his power to choose 
his own company, would certainly be much to 
blame, should he not, to the best of his judg- 
ment, take stich as are of a temper most suitable 
to his own ; and where that choice is wanting, or 
where a man is mistaken in his choice, and yet 
under a necessity of continuing in the same com- 
pany, it will certainly be his interest to carry 
himself as easily as possible. 

* In this I am sensible I do but repeat what has 
been said a thousand times, at which however I 
think nobody has any title to take exception, but 
they who never failed to put this in practice.— 
Not to use any longer preface, this being the sea- 
son of the year in which great numbers of all sorts 
of people retire from this place of business and 

s2 
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pleasure to country solitude, I think it not impro- 
per to advise them to take with them as great t 
stock of good-humour as they can ; for though t 
country life is described as the most pleasant oC 
all others, and though it may in truth be so, yet it 
is only so to those who know how to enjoy leisure 
and retirement. 

^As for those who cannot live without the 
constant helps of business or company, let them 
consider, that in the country there is no Exchange, 
there are no playhouses, no variety of coffee- 
houses, nor many of those other amusements 
which serve here as so many reliefs from the re- 
peated occurifences in their own families; bnt 
that there the greatest part of the time must be 
spent within themselves, and consequently it be- 
hoves them to consider how agreeable it will be 
to them before they leave this dear town. 

' I remember, Mr. Spectator, we were very well 
entertained last year, with the advices you gave 
us from Sir Roger's country seat ; which I the 
rather mention, because it is almost impossible 
not to live pleasantly, where the master of the fa- 
mily is such a one as you there desciibe your 
friend, who cannot therefore, (I mean as to his 
domestic character) be too often recommended to 
the imitation of others. How amiable is that a&- 
bility and benevolence with which he treats bb 
neighbours, and every one, even the meanest of 
his own family ! and yet how seldom imitated! 
Instead of which we commonly meet with iU-nft* 
tured expostulations, noise, and chidingSd— And 
this I hinted, because the humour and disposition 
of the head is what chiefly influences all the other 
parts of a family. 

' An agreement and kind correspondence be- 
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tween friends and acquaintance is the greatest 
pleasure of life. This is an undoubted truth ; and 
yet any man who judges from the practice of the 
world will be almost persuaded to believe the 
contrary; for how can we suppose people should 
lie so industrious to make themselves uneasy ? 
IVhat can engage them to entertain and foment jea- 
lousies of one another upon every the least occa- 
sion ? Yet so it is, there are people who (as it should 
leern^ delight in being troublesome and vexatious, 
who (as Tully speaks) mird sunt alacritate ad liti- 
Xandum^ ^ have a certain cheerfulness in wrangling/ 
^ind thus it happens, that there are very few fami- 
ies in which there are not feuds and animosities, 
hough it is every one's interest, there more par- 
icularly, to avoid them, because there (as I would 
willingly hope) no one gives another uneasiness 
vitheut feeling some share of it. But I am gone 
leyond what I designed, and had almost forgot 
irhat I chiefly proposed : which was, barely to 
;ell you how hardly we, who pass most of our 
ime in town, dispense with a long vacation in the 
Mjuntry, how uneasy we grow to ourselves, and 
;o one another, when our conversation is confin- 
ed ; insomuch that, by Michaelmas, it is odds but 
ire come to downright squabbling, and make as 
free with one another to our faces as we do with 
iie rest of the world behind their backs. After I 
liaye told you this, I am to desire that you would 
low and then give us a lesson of good-humour, 
i family-piece, which, since we are all very 
bnd of you, I hope may have some influence 
ipon us. 

< After these plain observations, give me leave 
:o give you an hint of what a set of company of my 
icquaintance, who are now gone into the country, 
ind have the use of an absent nobleman's seat, 
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have settled among themselvet) to avoid tlie it- 
conveniences above mentioned. They are a col' 
lection of ten or twelve, of the same good incli-^ 
nation towards each other, but of very different 
talents and inclinations ; from hence they hope 
that the variety of ^heir tempers will only create 
variety of pleasures. But as there always wilt 
arise, among the same people, either for want of 
diversity of objects, or the like causes, a certain 
satiety, which may grow into ill-humour or dis- 
content, there is a large wing of the house which 
they design to employ in the nature of an infirma- 
ry. Whoever says a peevish thing,, or acts anf 
thing which betrays a sourness or indisposition 
to company, is immediately to be conveyed to his 
chambers in the infirmary ; from whence he is not 
to be relieved, till by his manner of submission, 
and the sentiments expressed in his petition for 
that purpose, he appears to the majority of the 
company to be again fit for society. You are to 
understand, that all ill-natured words, or uneasy 
gestures are sufficient cause for banishment; 
speaking impatiently to servants, making a man 
repeat what he says, or any thing that betrays in- 
attention or dishumour, are also criminal without 
reprieve. But it is provided, that whoever ob- 
serves the ill-natured fit coming upon himself, and 
voluntarily retires, shall be received at his return 
from the infinnary with the highest marks of es- 
teem. By these and other wholesome methods^ 
it is expected that if they cannot cure one anotherf 
yet at least they have taken care that the ill-hu- 
mour of one shall not be troublesome to the rest of 
the company. There are many other rules which 
the society have established for the preservation 
of their ease aad tranquillity, the effects of which, 
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th the incidents that arise among them, shall be 
mmunicateil to you from time to time, for the 
iblic good, by, 

SIR, 

Your most humble servant, 
T. R. O/ 
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Frigora miieacunt Zephyria ; ver proterit astas 

Jmteritura, aimul 
J^andfsr autumnua frugea effuderit; et mox 

JBruma recuiTit inera. 

HoR.4. Od.'vii. 2. 

The cold grows soft with western gales^ 
The summer over spring prevails, 

But yields to autumn's fruitful rain. 
As this to winter storms and hails ; 

Bach loss the hasting moon repairs again. 

Sir W. Temple. 



' MR. SPECTATOR, 

'There is hardly any thmg gives me a 
►re sensible delight than the enjoyment of a 
>1 still evening after the uneasiness of a hot 
tiy day. Such a one I passed not long ago, 
ich made me rejoice when the hour was come 
the sun to set, that I might enjoy the fresh- 
3S of the evening in my garden, which then af- 
ds me the pleasantest hours I pass in the whole 
ir and twenty. I immediately rose from my 
ich, and went down into it. You descend at 
it by twelve stone steps into a large square di- 
ed into four grass-plots, in each of which is a 
tue of white marble. This is separated from 
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a larg;e parterre by a low wall ; and froi 
through a pair of iron gates, you are 1 
long broad walk of the finest turf, set oo < 
with tall yews, and on either hand bon 
axanal, which on the right divides the w 
a wilderness parted into a variety of al 
arbours, and on the left form a kind of ai 
atre, which is the receptacle of a great 
of oranges and myrtles. The moon shon 
and seemed then most agreeably to su 
place of the sun, obliging me with as mi 
as was necessary to discover a thousand 
objects, and at the same time divested of s 
of heat. The reflection of it in the w 
fimning of the wind rustling on the les 
singing of the thrush and nightingale, 
coolness of the walks, all conspired to i 
lay aside all displeasing thoughts, and 
me into such a tranquillity of mind, as 
lieve, the next happiness to that of herea 
this sweet retirement I naturally fell int 
petition of some lines out of a poem of '. 
which he entitles II Penseroso, the ideas 
were exquisitely suited to my present wa 
•f thought. 

** Sweet bird ! tliat thun'st the Doise of follj 
Most mosioal ! most melaneholy ! 
Thee, chantressy oft, the woods among, 
I woo to hear thy evening song : 
And missing thee I walk unseen 
On the dry smooth-shaven green, 
To behold the wand'ring moon, 
Kiding near her highest noon, 
liike one that hath been led astray. 
Through the heaven's wide pathless way. 
And oft, as if her head she bow'd, 
Stooping throagh a fleecy cloud. 

''Then let some 8tran|;e roysteriom drcta 
Wave with its wings in airy stream 
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Of Itvfily portraiture display'd 
SofUy OQ tny eyelids laid : 
And OS I wake, sweet music bfeathe 
Above, about, or underneath. 
Sent by «pirit« to roortels' good» 
Or the unseen genius of the wood." 

^ I reflected then upon the sweet vicissitudes of 
l^ht and day, on the charming disposition of the 
msons, and their return again in a perpetual 
rde : and oh ! said I, that I could from these 
f declining years return again to my first spring 
youth and vigour ; but that, alas 1 is impossi- 
e : all that remains within my power is to soften 
e inconveniences I feel, with an easy contented 
ind, and the enjoyment of such delights as this 
litude affords me. In this thought I sat me 
»wn on a bank of flowers, and dropt into slum- 
r, which, whether it were the effect of fumes 
d vapours, or my present thoughts, I know 
it; but methought the genius of the garden 
xkI before me, and introduced into the walk 
lere I lay this drama and different scenes of the 
volution of the year, which whilst I then saw, 
en in my dream, I resolved to write down, and 
nd to the Spectator. 

* The first person whom I saw advancing to- 
irds me was a youth of a most beautiful air and 
ape, though he seemed not yet arrived at that 
act proportion and symmetry of parts which a 
tie more time would have given him ; but, bow- 
er, there was such a bloom in his countenance, 
ch satisfaction tuid joy, tliat I thought it the 
3st desirable form that I had ever seen. He 
LS clothed in a flowing mantle of green silk, in- 
rwoven with flowers ; he had a chaplet of roses 
his head, and a narcissus in his hand ; prim- 
sea and violets sprang up under his feet« and all 
ture was cheeredi at his approach. Flora was 
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on one hand, and Vcrtumnus on the others in ^ 
robe of changeable silk. After this I was.iur' 
prised to see the moon-beams reflected with astid* 
den glare from armour, and to see a man com- 
pletely armed, advancing with his sword drawn* 
I was soon infoi*med by the genius it was Man, 
who had long usurped a place among the attend- 
ants of the Spring. He made way for a softer ap- 
pearance. It was Venus, without any ornament 
but her own beauties, not so much as her own 
cestus, with which she had encompassed a globe, 
which she held in her right hand, 'and in her l^ft 
hand she had a sceptre of gold. After her fol- 
lowed the Graces, with arms entwined within cne 
another : their girdles were loosed, and they 
moved to the sound of soft music, striking the 
ground alternately with their feet. Then came 
up the three Months which belong to this season. 
As March advanced towards me, there was me- 
thought in his look a louring roughness, wluch 
ill-befitted a month which was ranked in so soft 
a season ; but as he came forwards, his features 
became insensibly more mild and gentle ; he 
smoothed his brow, and looked with so sweet a 
countenance, that I could not but lament his de- 
part ure, though he made way for April. He ap- 
peared in the greatest gayety imaginable, and had 
a thousand pleasures to attend him ; his look was 
frequently clouded, but immediately returned to 
its first composure, and remained fixed in a smile. 
Then came May, attended by Cupid, with his bow 
strung, and in a posture to let fly an arrow : as he 
passed by, methought I heard a confused noise of 
soft complaints, gentle ecstasies, and tender s^hs 
of lovers ; vows of constancy, and as many com- 
plainings of perfidiousness ; all which the winds 
wafiod away as soon as they had reached my hear- 
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. After these I saw a man advance in the full 
ne and vigour of his age ; his complexion was 
^uine and ruddy, his hair black, and fell down 
>eautiful ringlets beneath his shoulders; a 
itle of hair-coloured silk hung loosely upon 
i: he advanced with a hasty step after the 
ing, and sought out the shade and cool foun- 
8 which played in the garden. He was parti- 
iriy well pleased when a troop of Zephyrs 
led him with their wings. He had two com* 
ions who walked on each side, that made hiii^ 
ear the most s^reeable ; tlie one was Aurora 
1 fingers of roses, and her feet dewy, attired 
Tcy ; the other was Vesper, in a robe of azure 
Bt with drops of gold, whose breath he caught 
le it passed over a bundle of honeysuckles and 
sroses which he held in his hand. Pan and 
■es followed them with four reapers, who 
ced amorrice to the sound of oaten -pipes and 
ibals. Then came the attendant Months.—- 
e retained still some small likeness of the. 
ing ; but the other two seemed to st«p with a 

vigorous tread, especially August, who seem- 
imost to faint, whilst, for half the steps he took 

dog-star levelled his rays full at his head. 
ly passed on, and made way for a person that 
cned to bend a little under the weight of years; 
beard and hair, which were full grown, were 
iposed of an equal number of black and grey ; 
wore a robe which he had girt round him, of a 
owish cast, not unlike the colour of fallen 
res, which he walked upon. I thought he 
ily made amends for expelling the foregoing 
ne by the large quantity of frqits which ha 
e in his hands. Plenty walked by his sid6 
ti a healthy fresh countenance, pouring out 
n a horn all tiic various products of Uie yessr« 
OL, vir. T 
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Pomona followed with a glass of cyder in ber 
hand, with Bacchus in a (shariot drawn by tigeii) 
accompanied by a whole troop of satyrs, mmi) 
and sy Ivans. September, who came next, seem* 
ed in his look^ to promise a new Spring, and 
wore the livery of those months. The succeed- 
ing month was all soiled with the juice of grapes, 
as he had just come from the witie-press. No- 
vember, though he was in this dirision, yet, bf 
the many stops he made, seemed rather inclined 
to the Winter, which followed close at his heels* 
He advanced in the shape of an old man in the 
extremity of age ; the hair he had was so very 
white, it seemed a real snow ; his eyes were fed 
and piercing, and his beard hung with g^fewt 
quantity of icicles ; he was wrapt up in furs, Imt 
yet so pinched with excess of cold, that his limbs 
were all contracted, and his body bent ta the 
ground, so that he could not have supported him- 
self had it not been for Comus, the god of revels, 
and Necessity, the mother of Fate, who sustained 
him on each side. The shape and mantle of Co- 
mus was one of the things that most surprised 
me : as he advanced towards me, his countenance 
seemed the most desirable I had ever seen. Ob 
the fore part of his mantle was pictured joy, de- 
light, and satisfaction, with a thousand emblems 
of merriment, and jests with faces looking two 
ways at once ; but as he passed from me I was 
amazed at a shape so little correspondent to his 
face : his head was bald, and all the rest cf his 
limbs appeared old and deformed. On the hindet 
part of his mantle was represented Murder* with 
dlsxicvelled hsdr and a dagger all bloody. Anger 

'^ 'I'hc English 'are brftnded, perhaps unjustly^ with Mng 
criOictcd to suicide aboat thia time of the year. 
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^ i robe of scarlet, and Suspicion squinting with 
boihefes; but above all, the most conspicuous 
^Ni9 the battle of Lapithae and the Centaurs. I. 
detested so hideous a shape, and turned my eyes 
upon Saturn, who was stealing away behind him, 
with a scythe in one hand and an hour-glass in the 
others unobserved. Behind Necessity was Vesta, 
the goddess of fii*e, with a lamp which was perpe- 
tually supplied with oil, and whose flame was eter- 
naL She cheered the rugged brow of Necessity, 
and warmed her so far as almost to make her as- 
sume the features and likeness of Choice. De- 
cember, January, and February, passed on after 
the rest, all in furs ; there was little distinction 
to be made amongst them ; and they were only 
more or less displeasing, as tbey discovered 
more or less haste towards the grateful return of 
Spring.' Z. 



No. 426. WEDNESDAY, JULY 9, 1712. 



■ Qitid non mortaUa pectora cogU^ 
Auri sacra fames? 

y IRO. iBn. ill. 56. 

O eursed hunger of pernicious gold! 
IVhat bands cm faith can impious lucre hold ! 

Dryden. 

A VERY agreeable friend of mine, the other day, 
carrying me in his coach into the country to din- 
ner, fell into discourse concerning the * cure of 
parents due to their children,' and the ' piety of 
children towards their parents.* He was reflec- 
ting upon the succession of particular virtues and 
^Mialities there might be preserved from one gen- 



eration to another, if these regards were recipro- 
cally held in veneration : but as he never ^Is'tO 
mix an air of mirth and good-humour with his 
good sense and reasoning, he entered into the 
following relation. 

* I WILL not be confident in what century, or 
under what reign it happened, that this want of 
mutual confidence and right understanding be- 
tween father and son was fatal to the family of 
the Valentines in Germany. Basilius Valentinas 
was a person who had arrived at the utmost per- 
fection in the hermetic art, and initiated hit son 
Alexandrinus in the same mysteries; but, as you 
know they are not to be attained but by the pain- 
ful, the pious, the chaste, and pure of heart, Ba* 
silius did not open to -him, because of his youth* 
and the deviations too natural to it, the greatest 
secrets df which he was master, as well knowing 
that the operation would fail in the hands of a man 
SQ liable to errors in life as Alexandrinus. But 
believing, from a certain indisposition of mind as 
well as body, his dissolution was drawing nigh, 
he called Alexandrinus to him, and as he lay on 
a couch, over a|;ainst which his son was seated, 
and prepared by sending out servants one after 
another, and admonition to examine that no one 
overheard* them, he revealed the most important 
of his secrets with the solemnity and language of 
an adept. " My son,** said he " many have been 
the watchings, long the lucubrations, constant the 
labours, of thy father, not only to gain a great and 
plentiful estate to his posterity, but also to take 
care that he should have no posterity. Be not 
amazed, my child : I do. not mean that thou shalt 
be taken from me, but that I will never leave 
thee^ and consequently cannot be said to have 
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erity. Behold, my dearest AlexandrinuS) 
iffect of what was propagated in nine months. 

are not to contradict nature, bi;t to follow 
to help her; just as long as an infant is in the 
lb of its parent, so long are these medicines 
vivification in preparing. Observe this small 
I and this little gallipot — ^in this an unguent, 
e other a liquor. In these, my child, are col- 
id such powers, as shall revive the springs of 
vhen they are yet but just ceased, and give 
strength, new spirits, and, in a word, wholly 
>re all the organs and senses of the human 

to as great a duration as it had before enjoy- 
rom its birth to the day of the application of 
3 my medicines. But, my beloved son, care 
t be taken to apply them within ten hours af- 
lie breath is out of the body, while yet the clay 
irm with its late life, and yet capable of re- 
itation. I find my frame grown crazy with 
etual toil and meditation ; and I conjure you 
>on as I am dead, anoint me with this ungu- 

and when you see me begin to move, pour 
my lips this inestimable liquor, else the force 
3 ointment will be ineffectual. By this means 
tvill give me life as I gave you» and we will 

that hour mutually lay aside the authority of 
ig bestowed life on each other, live as breth- 
and prepare new medicines against such ano- 
period of time as will demand another appli- 
n of the same restoratives." In a few days 
these wonderful ingredients were delivered 
lexandrinus, Basilius departed this life. But 

was tlie pious sorrow of the son at the loss 

excellent a father, and the first transports of 

had so wholly disabled him from all manner 
siness, that he never thought of the medi- 
I till the time to which hb father had limited 

T 2 
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their efficac]^ was expired. To tell the truth, A 
exandrinus was a man of wit and pleasure^n 
considered his fiLther had lived out his natur 
time ; his life was iong and unifoi*m, suitable to H 
regularity of it; but that he himself, poor sinne 
wanted a new life, to repent of a very bad one hitl 
erto, and, in the examination of his heart, reso 
ved to go on as he did with this natural being < 
bis, but repent very faithfully, and spend very p 
ously the life to which he should be restored I 
application of these rarities, when time shoul 
come, to his own person. 

* It has been observed, that Providence fr< 
quently punishes the self-love of men who woul 
do immoderately for their own offspring, wit 
children very much below their characters ar 
qualifications ; insomuch that they only transm 
their names to be borne by those who give dsd! 
proofs of the vanity of the labour and ambition < 
their progenitors. 

^ It happened thus in the family of BasiliuB;f( 
Alexandrinus began to enjoy his ample fortune i 
all the extremities of household expense, fum 
ture, and insolent equipage ; and tliis he pursue 
till the day of his own departure began, as he grc 
sensible, to approach. As Basilius was punishc 
with a son very unlike him, Alexandrinus was vii 
ited by one of his own disposition. It is natun 
tha& ill men should be suspicious ; and Alexai 
drinus, besides that jealousy, had proofs of the v 
cious dispositon of his son Renatus, for that w: 
his name. 

< Alexandrinus, as I have observed, having n 
ly good reason for thinking it unsafe to trust tb 
real secret of his phial and gallipot to any man 1 
ving, projected to make sure work, and hope ft 
his success depending from the avarice, not tt 
bounty of his benefactor. 
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' With this thought he called Renatus to his 
bed*^de, and bespoke him in the most pathetic 
gesture and accent. ^' As much, my son, as you 
have been addicted to vanity and pleasure, as I al- 
so have been before you,* you nor I could escape 
% the -fame or the good effects of the profound 
I knowledge of our prog^enitor, the renowned Ba- 
ti siliua. His symbol is very well known in the phi- 
^ losophic world ; and I shall never forget the ven- 
^ eraUe air of his countenance, when he let me into 
the profound mysteries of the smaragdine tables 
of Hermes. " It is true,'* said he, " and far re- 
f moved from all colour of deceit ; that which is in- 
> ferior is like that which is superior, by which are 
acquired and perfected all the miracles of^ a cer- 
tain work. The father is the sun, the mother the 
moon, the wind is the womb, the earth is the nurse 
of i^ and mother of all perfection. All this must 
* be received with modesty and wisdom.*' The 
chyn^ical people carry, in all their jargon, a whim- 
sical lort of piety which is ordinary with great lo- 
vers of money, and is no more but deceiving them- 
selves, that their regularity and strictness of man- 
ners, for the ends of this world, has some affinity 
to the innocence of heart which must recom- 
mend them to the next. Renatus wondered to 
hear his father talk so like an adept, and with such 
a mixture of piety ; while Alexandrinn^, obser- 
ving his attention fixed, proceeded. ** This phi- 
al, child, and this little earthen pot, will add to thy 
estate so much as to make thee the richest man 
in the German empire. I am going to my long 
home, but shall not return to common dust." 

• The w Orel * neither' seems omitted here, though it is not 
in the original publication in folio, or in Uie edit, in 8yo. of 
1712. 
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Then lie resumed a countetiance of alacrity, a 
told him, that if vithin an hour after his death 
anointed his whole body, and poured down 1 
throat that liquor which he had from old Basilii 
the corpse would be converted into pure gold, 
will not pretend to express to you the unfeign 
tenderness that passed between these two exti 
ordinary persons ; but if the father recommend 
the care of his remains with vehemence and i 
fection, the son was not behindhand in professi 
that he would not cut the least bit off him, but u 
on the utmost extremity, or to provide for 1 
younger brothers and sisters. 

< Well, Alcxandrinus died, and the heir of] 
body (as our term is) could not forbear, in t 
wantonness of his heart, to measure the leng 
and breadth of his beloved father, and cast up t 
ensuing value of him before he proceeded to op 
ration. When he knew the immense reward 
his pains, he began >he work: butlol when 1 
had anointed the corpse all over, and began to a 
ply the liquor, the body stirred, and Renatus, in 
fright, broke the phial.* T. 



No. 427. THURSDAY, JULY 10, iri2. 



Quantum ^ rerum turpituUine abes, iantum te d veHtTi 
Ubertate tejwigat^ 

TULL. 

We should be as careful (^our words, as oar actkMis ; ai 
as ifir from speaking, as from doing ill. 

It is a certain sign of an ill heart to be incline 
to defamation. They \^'ilo are hs^rmless and l 
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nocent can have no gratification that way ; .but it 
^Ver arises from a neglect of what is laudable in 

ii= m fnanV self, and an impatience in seeing it in ano- 
ther; Else why should virtue provoke ? Why 
dicmid beauty displease in such a degree, that a 
man given to scandal never lets the mention of 

' either pass by him, without offering something 
to the dimunition of it ? A lady the other day at 

^ arisit being attacked somewhat rudely by one 
whose own character has been very rudely treat- 
edy answered a great deal of heat and intempe- 
ranee very calmly, < Grood madam, spare me, 
who am none of your match ; I speak ill of no- 
body^ and it is a new thing to me to be spoken ill 
o£' Little minds think fame consists in the num* 
her «f votes they have on their lude among the 
multitude, whereas it is really the inseparable fol- 
ll>wet of good and worthy actions. Fame is as 
natoiral a follower of merit, as a shadow is of a 
body; It is true when crowds press upon you, 
this shadow cannot be seen ; but when they se- 
parate from around you, it will again appear. 
The lazy, the idle, and the froward, are the per- 
sons who are most pleased with the little tales 
which pass about the town to the disadvantage of 
the rest of the world. Were it not for the plea- 
sure of speaking ill, there are numbers of people 
who are too lazy to go out of their own houses, 
and too -ill-natured to open their lips in conver- 
sation. It was not a little diverting the other day 
to observe a lady reading a post-letter, and at 
these words, * After all her airs, he has heard 
some story or other, and the match is broke off,' 
give orders in the midst of her reading, ' Put to 
the horses.* That a young woman of merit had 
missed an advantageous settlement, was news not 
to be delayed, lest somebody else should have 
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given her malicious acquainUnce that eintitfii 
tion before her. The imwillingaeas to vtCMi 
good tidings is a quality as inseparable bqm 
scandal-bearer, as the readiness to divulge.ha 
But) alas ! how wretchedly low and coDtemptiii 
is that state of mind, that cannot be pleased h 
by what is the subject of lamentation. Thia tea 
jper has ever been, in the highest degree, odiiH 
to gallant spirits. The Persian soldier, who wi 
heard revilu^ Alexander the Great, waa well an 
monished by his officer, < Sir, you are paid t 
fight against Alexander, and not to rail at him.' 
Cicero, in one of his pleadings, defending h 
client from general .scandal, says very ban 
somely, and with much reason, ^ There are nm 
who have particular engagements to the proae^ 
tpr ; there are many who are known to have i 
will to him for whom I appear ; there are qmm 
who are naturally addicted to defamation, andfi 
vious of any good to any man who may have coi 
tributed to spread reports of thia kind : for n 
thing is so swift as scandal, nothing is more easii 
sent abroad, nothing received with more we 
come, nothing diffuses itself so universally, 
shall not desire, that if any report to our dlsfi 
vantage has any ground for it, you would ove: 
look or extenuate it : but if there be any thio 
advanced, without a person who can say whenc 
he had it, or which is attested by one who forgi 
who told him it, or who had it from one of so u 
tie consideration that ho did not then think 
worth his notice, all such testimonies as these, 
know, you will think too sligbt to have any cred 
against tbe innocence and honour of your fellov 
citizen.' When an ill report is traced, it vei 
often vanishes among such as the orator has hei 
vccited. And how despicable a creature mu: 
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tiMit be,'wlio is in pain for what passes among so 
Mvoloiis a people ! There is a town in War- 
UrickBhire, of good note^ and formerly pretty fa- 
nous fat much animosity and dissension, the chief 
tonilies of which have now turned all their whis- 
pcT9j tiackbitingSy envies, and private malices, 
nte mirth and entertainment, by means of a pee- 
wh^h old gentlewoman, known by the title of the 
lady Blueroantle. This heroine had, for many 
l^eaf^ together, outdone the whole sisterhood of 
possipB in invention, quick utterance, and unpro- 
roked malice. This good body is of a lasting 
sotostitution, though extremely decayed in her 
ftjreS) and decrepid in her feet. The two cir- 
samMailces of being always at home, from her 
tsiaeness, and very attentive, from her blindness, 
BSike her lodgings the receptacle of all that 
[ms8C^ in town, good or bad ; but for the latter 
iii6 seems to have the better memory. There is 
[^kathet* thing to be noted of her, which is, that, 
» it is usual with old people, she has a livelier 
memory of things which passed when she was 
rc^rjr yMr^g, than of late years. Add to all this, 
tkHit she does not only not love any body, but she 
hfttes every body. The statue in Rome* does not 
Bi^rve to vent malice half so well as this old lady 
does to disperse it. She does not know the au-» 
tlior of any thing that is told her, but can readily 
liopeat the matter itself; therefore, though she 
eiq[>oses all the whole town, she offends no one 
body in it. She is so exquisitely restless and pee- 
vish, that she quarrels with all about her, and 
Mtoetimes in a freak will instantly change her 
habitation. To indulge this humour, she is led 

* A statae of Pasqoin in thai city, on which sarcastic re« 
iBirks wer« patted^ aad thence called Fas^iuaades. 
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about the grounds belonging to the sat 
she is in ; and the persons to whom she 
move, being in the plot, are ready to rec 
at her own chamber again. At stated t 
gentlewoman at whose house she suppos 
^t the time, is sent for to quarrel with, a 
to her common custom. When they ban 
to drive the jest, she is immediately 
that degree, that she will board in a iai 
which she has never yet been ; and awa) 
go this instant, and tell them all that the i 
been saying of them. By this means she 
an inhabitant of every house in the place 
stirring from the same habitation : and t 
stories which every body furnishes hei 
favour the deceit, make her the genen 
gencer of the town of all that can be sai 
woman against another. Thus ground 
ries die away, and sometimes truths ; 
thered under the general word, when t 
a mind to discountenance a thing, ^ Oh 
in my lady Bluemantle's Memoirs.' 

Whoever receives impressions to the i 
tage of others, without examination, is t 
in no other credit for intelligence than i 
lady Bluemantle, who is subjected to 1 
ears imposed upon for want of other hel] 
ter information. Add to this, that other 
bearers suspend the use of these faculti 
she has lost, rather than apply them to d 
to their neighbours : and I think, for th 
of my fldr readers, to acquaint them, tl 
is a voluntary lady Bluemantle at ever 
town. 
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Gccupet tXiremum Mcabica. 

HoR. An Poet. v. 417. 

The devil take the hindmoit ! 

[English Proverb.] 

It is an impertinent and unreasonable fs^ult in 
conversation, for one man to take up all the dis- 
course. It may possibly be objected to me my- 
self, that I am guilty in this kind, in entertaining 
the town every day, and not giving so many able 
persons, who have it more in their power, and as 
much in their inclination, an opportunity to oblige 
mankind with their thoughts. ' Besides' said one, 
whom I overheard the other day, ^ why must this 
paper turn altogether upon topics of learning and 
morality ? Why should it pretend only to wit, 
humour, or the like — things wliich are useful 
only to men of literature and superior education t 
1 would have it consist also of all things' which 
may be necessary or useful to any part of society ; 
aii4 the mechanic arts should have their place as 
well as the liberal. The ways of gain, husbandry, 
and thrift, will serve a greater number of people, 
than discourses upon what was well said or done by 
such a philosopher, hero, general, or poet.' — I no 
sooner heard this critic talk of my works, but I 
minuted what he had said, and from that instant 
resolved to enlso'ge the plan of my speculations, 
by giving notice to all persons of all orders, and 
each sex, that if they arc pleased to send me dis- 
courses, with their names and places of abode to 
them, so that I can be satisfied the writings are 
authentic, such their labours shall be faithfully in- 

VOL* VII. V 
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sertcdin this paper. It will be of much moreconse* 
quencc to a youth, in his apprenticeship, to know 
by what rules- and arts such a one became sherifl 
of the city of London, than to see the sign of one 
of his own quality with a lion's heart in eacl 
hand. The world, indeed, is enchanted with rO' 
inantic and improbable achievements, when the 
plain path to respective greatness and success, ii 
the way of life a man is in, is wholly overlooked 
Is it possible that a young man at pi'esent conic 
pass his time better than in reading the history o: 
stocks, and knowing by what secret springs the] 
have had such sudden ascents and falls in Uk 
same day ? Could he be better conducted in his 
way to wealth, which is the great article of life 
than in a treatise dated from 'Change -alley by ai 
able proficient there? Nothing certainly coulc 
be more useful, than to be well instructed in his 
hopes and fears ; to be diffident when others eX' 
ult; and with a secret joy buy when otl>crs thini 
it their interest to sell. I invite all persons whc 
have any thing to say for the profitable informa- 
lion oi the public, to take their turns in my pa- 
per : they are welcome, from the late noble in- 
ventor of the longitude, to the humble author ol 
straps for razors. If to carry ships in safety, to 
give help to a people tossed in a troubled seaj 
without knowing to what shores they bear, what 
rocks to avoid, or what coast to pray for in theii 
extremity, be a worthy labour, and an invention 
that deserves a statue ; at the same time, he who 
has found a means to let the instrument which is 
to make your visage less horrible, and your per- 
son more smug, easy in the operation, is worth| 
6f some kind of good reception. If things of high 
moment meet with renown, those of little consi- 
deration» since of any consideratioDi are not to b« 
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despised. In order that no merit may lie hid, and 
uo art unimproved, I repeat it^ that I call arti- 
ficers, as well as philosophers, to my assistance in 
the public service. It would be of great use if 
we had an exact history of the successes of every 
great shop within the city-walls, what tracts of 
land have been purchased by a constant atten- 
dance within a walk of thirty foot. If it could 
,alM> be noted in the equipage of those who are 
ascended from the successful tirade of their ances- 
tors into figure and equipage, such accounts would 
quicken industry in the pursuit of such acquisi- 
tions, and discountenance luxury in the enjoy- 
ment of them. 

To diversify these kinds of informations the in- 
dustry of the female world is not to be unobserv- 
ed. She to whose household virtues it is owing, 
that men do honour to her husband, should be re- 
corded with veneration ; she who has wasted his 
labours, with infamy. When we are come into 
domestic life' in this manner, to awaken caution 
and attendance to the main point, it would not be 
amiss to give now and then a touch of tragedy, 
and describe that most dreadful of all human con- 
ditions, the case of bankruptcy : how plenty, cre- 
dit, cheerfulness, full hopes, and easy possessions, 
are in an instant turned into penury, faint aspects, 
difiidence, sorrow, and misery; how the man, 
who with an open hand the day before could admin- 
ister to the extremities of others, is shunned to- 
day by the friend of his bosom. It would be useful 
to show how just this is on the negligent, how la- 
mentable on the industrious. A paper written 
by a merchant might give this island a true sense 
of the worth and importance of his character, it 
might be visible from what he could say, that no 
soldier entering a breach adventures more for 
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Iionour, than the trader does for wealt 
country. In both cases^ the adventure 
their own advantage ; but I know no case! 
in eveiy body else is a sharer in the succ 
It is objected by readers x>f history, 
battles in those narrations are scarce ev 
understood. This misfortune is to be asc 
the ignorance of historians in the met 
drawing up, changing the forms of a batt 
the enemy retreating from, as well as a] 
ingto, the charge. But in the discour 
the correspondents whom I now invite, 
ger wi|l be of another kind ; and it is n* 
to cautlpQ .them only s^ainst using term 
and desctj^ng things that are familiar to 
words unknown to the reader. ^ I promis< 
a great harvest of new circumstances^ 
and things, from this proposal; and i 
which many.think they are well acquaint 
discovered as wholly new. This sort ol 
gence will give a lively image of the cl 
mutual dependence of human society, 
imperdnent prejudices, enlarge the n 
, those whose views are confined to their < 
^^■i^^mstances ; and in short, if the knowing 
^IlLarts, professions, and trades, will exe 
s^Iiy, it cannot but produce a new field < 
'Sicm and instruction, more agreeable than 
appeared. 
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No. 429. SATURDAY, JULY IS, 1715. 



-Populumque fdUia dedocet uH 



Hos. 8. Od. u. 19. 

From oheats of words the crowd she brings 
To real <»timates of things. 

Cbbbgh. 

. * MR. SPECTATOR, 

< SiNCB I gave an account of an agreeable 
set of company 'which were gone down into the 
xountry, I bav^ received advices from thence, that 
the iiMititution of an infirmary for those who 
should be out of humour has had very good ef- 
fects. My letters menuon particular circumstan- 
ces of two or three persons, who had the ^ood 
sense to retire of their own accord, and notified 
that they were withdrawn, with the reasons of it 
to the company, in their respective memorials. 

*< TAe Memorial of Mra, Mary Dainty^ Sfiinatery 

<< Humbly showeth^ 

" That, conscious of her own want of 
merit accompanied with a vanity of being admir- 
ed, she had gone into exile of her own accord. 

^ She is sensible, that a vain person is the most 
insufferable creature living in a well-bred assem- 
bly. 

" That she desired, before she appeared in pub- 
lic again, she might have assurances, that though 
she might be thought handsome, there might not 
more address of compliment be paid to her than 
to the rest of the company. 

" That she conceived it a kind of superioritv, 

u 3 
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that « one person should take upon htm to 
mend another. 

^'LasUy, that she went into the infirina 
avoid a particular person, who took upon h 
profess an admiration of her. 

<< She therefore prayed, that to applaud 
due place might sbe declared an offence, at 
nished in the same manner with detracti* 
that the latter did but report persons defc 
and the former made them so. 

All which is submitted, 

* There appeared a delicacy and sincerity i 
memorial very uncommon; but my friend m 
xne, that the allegations of it were groundlc 
somuch that this declaration of an aversi 
being praised was understood to be no othe 
' a secret trap to purchase it, for which res 
lies still on the table unanswered. 

^ The humble Memorial of the Lady Lydia 1 

« 

« Showeth, 

*< That the lady Lydia is a woman o 
lity ; married to a private gentleman. 

<< That she finds herself neither well nor 

<( That her husband is a clown. 

<< That the lady Lydia caimot sae compac 

^^That she desires the infirmary may b 
apartment during her stay in the country. 

" That they would please to make merr] 
their equals. ^ 

•* That Mr. Loller might stay with them 
thought fit." 

Utwas immediately f*e solved, that lady 
was still at London. 
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The humble Memorial qf Thomas Sudden^ esq. 
of the Inner Temfile. 

« Showeth, N 

^ That Mr. Sudden is conscious thfit he 
V too much given to argumentation. 

<( That he talks loud. 

<< That he is apt to think all things matter of de- 
ate. 

" That he stayed behind in Westminster-hall, 
rhen the late shake of the roof happened, only 
ecause a counsel of the other side asserted it 
ras coming down. 

<' That he cannot for his life consent to any 
bing. 

" That he stays in the infirmary to forget him- 
elf. 

<^ That as soon as he has forgot himself, he will 
rait on the company." 

< His indisposition was allowed to be sufficient 
require a cessation from company. 

^ The Memorial of Frank Jolly. 

« Showeth, 

-" That he hath put himself into the in- 
irimary, in regard he is sensible of a certain 
iistic mirth which renders him unfit for polite 
:onversation. 

" That he intends to prepare himself, by abstin* 
»nce and thin diet, to be one of the company. 

" That at present he comes into a room ais if he 
Tcre an express from abroad. 

*' That he has chosen an apartment with a mat- 
ed antichamber, to practise motion without being 
tieard. 
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<< That he bows, talks, drinks, eats, and helpi 
himself before a glass, to learn to act with sia 
deration. 

<* That by reason of his luxuriant health he h 
oppressive to persons of composed 'behaviour. 

*< That he is endeavouring to forget the word 
^ pshaw, pshaw.* 

<< That he is also weaning himself from hia cane 

<< That when he has learnt to live without hii 
said cane, he will wait on the company, &c.' 



99 



<( The Memorial of John Rhubarb^ e%q. 

" Showeth, 

(< That your petitioner has retired to Uu 
infirmary, but that he is in perfect good health 
except that he has by iong use, and for want o^ 
discourse, contracted an habit of complaint thai 
he is sick. 

^< That he wants for nothing under the 8un,ba( 
what to say, and therefore has fallen into this un< 
happy malady of complaining that he is sick. 

^' That this custom of his makes hire, by his own 
confession, fit only for the infirmary, and there* 
fore he has not waited for being sentenced to it 

^< That he is conscious there is nothing more 
improper than such a complaint in good company, 
in that they must pity, whether they think the la- 
jnenter ill or not ; and that the complainant musl 
make a silly figure, whether he is pitied or not 

<< Your petitioner humbly prays that he roaj 
have time to know how h^ does, and he will make 
his appearance.' 



*p 



<The valetudinarian was likewise easily ex- 
cused : and the society, being resolved not only 
to make it their business to pass their tisie agrees 
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ily for the present season> but also to commence 
uch habits in thetnselves as may be of use in 
heir future conduct in general^ are very ready to 
lire into a fancied or real incapacity to join with 
heir measures^ in order to have no humourist, 
iroud man, impertinent or sufficient fellow, break 
d upon their happiness. Great evils seldom hap- 
ten to disturb company ; but indulgence in parti- 
uiarities of humour is the seed of making half 
ur time hang in suspense, or waste away under 
eal discomposures. 

* Among other things, it is carefully provided 
liat there may not be disagreeable familiarities. 
Jo one is to appear in the4)ublic rooms undres- 
ed, or enter abruptly into each other's apartment 
dthout intimation; Every one has hitherto been 

careful in his behaviour, that there has but one 
ffender, in ten days time, been sent into the iq- 
rmary, and that was for throwing away his cards 
t whist. 

< He has offered his submission in the follow- 
ig terms: 

^* The humble Petition ofJeoffry Hotspur^ esg. 

" Showeth, 

" Though the petitioner swore, stamped, and 
irew down his card^, he has all imaginable re- 
pect for the ladies, and the whole company. 

<* That he humbly desires it may be considered, 

1 the case of gaming, there are many motives 
hich provoke the disorder. 

" That the desire of gaii^, and the desire of 
ictory, are both thwarted in losing. 

" That all conversations in the world have in- 
vtlged human infirmity in this case. 
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<< Your petitioner therefore most humbly praj 
that he may be restored to the company : and I 
hopes to bear ill fortune with a good grace £br tl 
future, and to demean himself ao asto be Domoi 
than cheerful when he wins^ than grave whenl 
l«se»/* T. 
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Quicre peregrmum» ificinia rauca reclamat. 

Hob. lEp.xnL62. 



-The erowd replies. 



Go seek a stno^r to believe t|iy liea. 

Cabbqh, 

^ SIR, 

< As you are a Spectator-general, you mi 
-with authority censure whatever looks ill, and 
offensive to the sight; the worst nuisance 
which kind, methinks, is the scandalous appea 
ance of poor in all parts of this wealthy cil 
Such miserable objects affect the compassions 
beholder with dismal ideas, discompose tl 
cheerfulness of his mind, and deprive him ofd 
pleasure he might otherwise take in survejrix 
the grandeur of our metropolis. Who can wit 
out remorse see a disabled sailor, the purvey 
of our luxury, destitute of necessaries ? Who a 
behold the honest soldier, that bravely withatoi 
the enemy, prostrate and in want among li 
friends ? It were endless to mention all the v 
riety of wretchedness, and the numberless poi 
that not only singly, but in companies, implo 
your charity. Spectacles of this nature eve 
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fhere occpr; and it is unaccountable that, 
mongst the many lamentable cries that infest this 
3wn9 your comptroller-general should not take 
.otice of the most shocking^ viz. those of the 
eedy and afflicted. I can't but think he waved 
t merely out of good breeding, choosing rather 
wave his resentment than upbraid his country-' 
oen with inhumanity : however, let not charity 
»e sacrificed to popularity ; and if his ears were 
leaf to their complaint, let not your eyes over- 
ook their persons. There arc, I know, many 
mpostors among them. Lameness and blindness 
re certainly very often acted ; but can those who 
lave their sight and limbs employ them better 
ban in knowing whether they are counterfeited 
r not ? I know not which of the two misapplies 
lis senses most, he who pretends himself blind « 
move compassion, or he who beholds a mise- 
able object without pitying it. But in order to 
cmovc such impediments, I wish, Mr. Specta- 
or, you would give us a discourse upon beggars, 
hat we may not pass by true objects of charity, 
T give to impostors. I looked out of my win- 
low the other morning earlier than ordinary, and 
^w a blind beggar, an hour before the passage 
te stands in is frequented, with a needle and a 
bread thriftily mending his stockings. My as- 
Dnisbment was still greater, when I beheld a lame 
rflbw, whose legs were too big to walk within an 
lOur after, bring him a pot of ale. I will not men- 
ion the shakings, distortions, and convulsionsi^ 
rhich many of them practise to gain an alms : 
►tit sure I am they ought to be taken care of in 
his condition, either by the beadle or the magis^ 
rate. They, it seems, relieve their posts, ac- 
ording to their talents. There is the voice of 
ti old vfoman never begins to beg till nine in 
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the evening; and then she is destitue.of lodging) 
turned out for want of rent, and has the same ill 
fortune every night in the year. You should cm- 
ploy an officer to hear the distress of each beggar 
that is constant at a particular place, who Is ever 
in the same tone, and succeeds because his au- 
dience is continually changing, though he does 
not alter his lamentation. If we have nothing 
else for our money, let us have more invention to 
be cheated witli. All which is submitted to your 
spectatorial vigilance ; and 

I urn, SIR, 

Your most humble servant.' 

^SIR, 

^ I WAS last Sunday highly transported at 
our parish-church ; the gentleman in the pulpit 
pleaded movingly in behalf of the poor childreni 
and they for themselves much more forcibly bf 
signing an hymn ; and I had the happiness of be- 
ing a contributor to this little religious institution 
of innocents, and am sure I never disposed of mo- 
ney more to my satisfaction and advantage. The 
inward joy I find in myself, and the good-will I 
bear to mankind, make me heartily wish those pi- 
ous works may be encouraged, that the present 
promoters may reap delight, and posterity the 
benefit of them. But whilst we are building this 
beautiful edifice, let not the old ruins remain in 
view to sully the prospect. Whilst we are culu* 
vating and improving this young hopeful off- 
spring, let not the ancient and helpless creatures 
be shamefully neglected. The crowds of poor, or 
pretended poor, in every place, ace a great re* 
proach to us, and eclipse the glory of all other 
charity. It is the utmost reproach to society, that 
there should be a poor man uurelicyed^ or a poor 



Ko. 43(). SPECTATOR. 233 

•ogue unpunished. I hope you will think no part 
)f human life out of your consideration) but will 
Lt your 'leisure, give us the history of plenty and 
irant, and the natural gradations towards them, 
lalculated for the cities of London and West- 
ninster. 

I am, SIR, 
Your most humble servant, 

T. D.' 

< MR. SPECTATOR, 

^ I BEG you would be pleased to take no- 
ice of a very great indecency, which is extremely 
ommon, though, I think, never yet under your 
ensure. It is, sir, the strange freedoms some 
il-brcd married people take in company; the un- 
easonable fondness of some husbands, and the 
il-timed tenderness of some wives. They talk and 
ct as if modesty was only fit for mjdds and bache- 
brs, and that too before both. I was once, Mr. 
ipectator, where the fault I speak of was so very 
lagrant, that (being, you must know a very bash- 
ul fellow, and several young ladies in the room) I 
irotest I was quite out of countenance. Lucina, 
t seems, was breeding ; and she did nothing but 
ntertain the company with a discourse upon the 
ifliculty of reckoning to a day, and said she 
;new those who were certain to an hour; then 
ilia laughing at a silly inexperienced creature, 
rho was a month above her time. Upon her husr 
and's coming in, she put several questions to 
im; which he not caring to resolve, " Well," 
ries Lucina, " I shall have 'em all at night."— 
lut lest I should seem guilty of the very fault I 

VOL. vii. X 
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write against I shall only intreat Mr. 
correct such misdemeanors. 

" For higher of the genial hed by 
And with mysterioas reyerence I 

I am siR« 
Your humble ser 
Thomas M 
T. 
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I'r'^', Quid dutdut hominum generi d natura c 



ttdqtdque Uberi? 

Wkkt is there in natarc so dcai* to a man as I 

I HAVE lately been castinjj in my 
several unhappinesses of life, and c 
infelicities of old age to those of inf: 
lamities of children are due to tl 
and miscondJict of parents; those 
past life whicD led to it. I have he 
of a boy and girl to their wedding-da 
I cannot give the reader a livelier 
insipid way in which time unculti 
than by entertaining him with th 
epistles, expressing all that was i 
their lives, till the period of their lii 
tioned. The sentence at the head 
which is only a warm intcrrogati< 
there in nature so dear as a man's 
to him ?* is all the reflection I sh 
make on those who are negligent o 
education of them. 
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* MR. SPECTATOR, 

' 1 AM now entering into my one and twenti- 
eth year, and do not know that I had one day's tho- 
rough sati9faction since I came to years of any re- 
flection, till the time they say others lose their 
liberty— the day of my marriage. I am son to a 
gentleman of a very great estate, who resolved to 
keep me out of the vices of the age ; and, in or- 
der to it, never let me sec any thing that he 
thought cou'irt give mc any pleasure. At ten 
years old I was put to a grammar-school, where 
my master received orders every post to use me 
very severely, and have no regard to my having a 
great estate. At fifteen I was removed to the 
university, where I lived, out of my father's great 
discretion, in scandalous poverty and want, till I 
"was big enough to be married, and I was sent for 
to see the lady who sends you the underwritten. 
When we were put together, we both considered 
that we could not be wocse than we were in tak- 
ing one another, and, out of a desire of liberty, 
entered into wedlock. My father says I am now 
a man, and may speak t(5 him like another gentle- 
man. 

I am, SIR, 

Your most humble servant, 

Richard Rentfree.' 

* MR. SPEC, 

* I GREW tall and wild at my mother's, 
-who is a gay widow, and did not care for showing 
me, till about two years and ii half ago ; at which 
time my guardian-uncle sent me to a boarding- 
school, with orders to contradict me in nothing, 
for I had been misused enough already. I had 
not been there above a month, when, being in the 
kitchen, I saw some oatmeal on the dresser j I 
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put two or three corns in my mouth, liked it, stole 
a handful, went into my chamber, chewed it, anc 
for two months after never failed tr.king loll o 
every pennyworth of oatmeal that came into the 
house : but one day playing with a tobacco-pip< 
between my teeth, it happened to break in m] 
mouth, and the spitting out the pieces left such i 
delicious roughness on my tongue, that I couh 
not be satisfied till I had champed up the re 
maining part of the pipe. I forsook the oatmeal 
and stuck to the pipes three months, in whicl 
time I had dispensed with tliirty-seven foul pipes 
all to the bowls : they belonged to an old gentle 
man, father to my governess. He locked up tht 
clean ones. I left off eating of pipes, and fell t( 
licking of chalk. I was soon tired of this. I thei 
nibbled all the red wax of our last ball-tickets 
and three weeks after, the black wax from thi 
burying-tickets of the old gentleman. Two month 
after this I lived upon thunder-bolts, a certaii 
long round bluish stone which I found among th 
gravel in our garden. I was wonderfully delight 
ed with this ; but thunder-bolts growing scarce 
I fastened tooth and nail upon our garden-wall 
which I stuck to almost a twelvemonth, and ha< 
in that time peeled and devoured half a foot tc 
wards our neighbour's yard. I now thought m> 
self the happiest creature in the world ; and I be 
licve, in my conscience, I had eaten quite througl 
had 1 had it in my chamber ; but now I bccam 
lazy and unwilling to stir, and was obliged t 
seek food nearer home. I then took a Strang 
hankering to coals ; 1 fell to scratching 'cm, an 
hud already consumed, I am certain, as much a 
would have dressed my wedding-dinner, whe 
my uncle came for nie home. He was in the pai 
lour with my governess, when I was called dowi 
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I went in, fell on my knees, for he made me ci 
liim father ; and when I expected the blessing 
asked, the good gentleman, in a surprise, turr 
himself to my governess, and asks, whether thh 
{pointing to me) was his daughter ? " This," ad 
ded he, «* is the very picture of death. My chile 
was a plump-faced, hale, fresh -coloured girl ; but 
this looks as if she was half-starved, a mere skele- 
ton." My governess, who Is really a good wo- 
man, assured my father I had wanted for nothing ; 
and withal told him I was continually eating some 
trash or other, and that I was almost eaten up 
with the green-sickness, her orders being never 
to cross me. But this magnified but little with 
my father, who presently, in a kind of pet, paying 
for my board, took me home with him. I had 
not been long at home, but one Sunday at church 
(I shall never forget it) I saw a young neighbour- 
ing gentleman that pleased me hugely; I liked 
him of all men I ever saw in my life, and began 
to wish I could be as pleasing to him. The very 
next day he came, with his failicr, a visiting to 
our house : we were left alone together, with di- 
rections on both sides to be in love with one an- 
other; and in three weeks time we were married. 
I regained my former health and complexion, and 
am now as happy as the day is long. Now, Mr. 
Spec, I desire you would find out some name for 
these craving damsels, whether dignified or dis- 
tinguished under some or all of the following de- 
nominations; to wit, "Trash-eaters, Oatmeal- 
chewers, Pipe-champers, Chalk-lickers, Wax-nib- 
biers, Coal-scranchers, Wall-peelers, or Gravel- 
diggers :'* and good sir, do your utmost endeavour 
*o prevent (by cxposinp:) this luiaccountablc follv 

\ P. 
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SO prevailing among the young ones of our seXf 
who may not meet with such sudden good luck» 
as 

SIR9 your constant reader, 
and very humble servant, 
Sabina Green, 
T. NOW Sabina Rbntfree. 
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Inter ttrepit aruer oloret. 

ViRG.Ee1.ijL3C. 

He gabbles like a goose amidst the swan-like quire. 

Drydex. 

^ MR. SPECTATOR, Oxford, July 11. 

< According to a late invitation in one 
of your papers to every man who pleases to write, 
I have sent you the following short dissertation 
against the vice of being prejudiced. 

Your most humble servant* 

<< Man is a sociable creature, and a lover of 
glory ; whence it is, that when several persons 
are united in the same society, they are studious 
to lessen the reputation of others, in order to raise 
their own. The wise arc content to g^ide the 
springs in silence, and rejoice in secret at thdr 
regular progress. To prate and triumph is'thc 
part allotted to the trifling and superficial. The 
geese were providentially ordained to save the 
Capitol. Hence it is, that the invention of marks 
and devices to distinguish paities is owing to the 
bcaus and belles of this island. Hats, moulded 
into different cocks and pinches, have long bi<l 
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mutual defiance ; patches have been set against 
patches in battle array ; stocks have risen and 
fallen in proportion to head dresses ; and peace 
or war been expected, as the white or the red 
hood hath prevailed. These are the standard- 
bearers in our contending armies, the dwarfs and 
squires who carry the impresses of the giants or 
knights, not bom to fight themselves but to pre- 
pare the way for the ensuing combat 

*^ It is a matter of wonder to reflect how far 
men of weak understanding, and strong fancy, are 
hurried by their prejudices, even to the believ- 
ing that the whole body of the adverse party are a 
band of villains and daemons. Foreigners com- 
plain that the English are the proudest nation un- 
der heaven. Perhaps they too have their share : 
but be that as it will, general charges against bo- 
dies of men is the fault I am writing against. It 
must be owned, to our shame, that our common 
people, and most who have not travelled, have an 
irrational contempt for the language, dress, cus- 
toms, and even the shape and minds of other na- 
tions. Some men, otherwise of sense, have won- 
dered that a great genius should spring out 
of Ireland; and think you mad in affirming that 
fine odes have been written in Lapland. 

"This spirit of rivalship, which heretofore 
reigned in the two universities, is extinct, and al- 
most over betwixt college and college. In parish- 
es and schools, the thirst of glory still obtains. 
At the seasons of foot-ball and cock-fighting, these 
little republics re-assume their national hatred 
to each othpr. My tenant in the country is verily 
persuaded, that the parish of the enemy hath not 
one honest man in it. 

« I always hated satires against women, and sa- 
tires against men : I am apt to suspect a stranger 
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who laughs at the religion of the faculty : my 
spleen rises at a dull rogue, who is severe upon 
mayors and dldermen ; and I was never better 
pleased than with a piece of justice executed 
upon the body of a Templar who was very arch 
upon parsons. 

** The necessities of mankind require various 
employments ; and whoever excels in his pro- 
vince is worthy of praise. All men are not edu- 
cated after the same manner, nor have all the 
same talents. Those who are deficient deserve 
our compassion, and have a title to our assistance. 
All cannot be bred in the same place ; but in all 
places there arise at different times, such persons 
as do honour to their society, which may raise en- 
vy in little souls, but are admired and cherished 
by generous spirits. 

" It is certainly a great happiness to be educa- 
ted in societies of great and eminent men. Their 
instructions and examples are of extraordinary 
advantage. It is highly proper to instil such a 
reverence of the governing persons, and concern 
for the honour of the place, as may spur the grow- 
ing members to worthy pursuits and honest emu- 
lation ; but to swell young minds with vain 
thoughts of the dignity of their own brotherhood^ 
by debasing and vilifying all others, doth them a 
real inj ury. By this means I have found that their 
cfiForts have become languid, and their prattle irk- 
some, as thinking it sufficient praise that they arc 
children of so illustrious and ample a &nily. 
I should think it a surer as well as more generous 
method, to set before the eyes of youth such per- 
sons as have made a noble progress in fraternities 
less talked of; which seems tacitly to reproach 
their sloth who loll so heavily in the seats of 
mighty improvement. Active spirits hereby 
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ould enlarge their notions ; whereas, by a scr- 
le imitation of one, or perhaps two, admired 
icn, in their own body, they can only gain a secon- 
iry and derivative kind of fame. These copiers 
fmcn, like those of authors or painters, run in- 
► affectations of some oddncss, which perhaps 
as not disagreeable in the original, but sits un- 
racefully on the narrow-souled transcriber. 

" By such early corrections of vanity, while 
5ys are growing into men, they will gradually 
arn not to censure superficially; but imbibe 
losc principles of general kindness and humani- 

y'which alone can make them easy to themselves, 
id beloved by others. 

** Reflections of this nature have expunged all 
rejudice out of my heart,; insomuch, that though 
am a firm protestant, I hope to see the pope and 
irdinals without violent emotions ; and though I 
n naturally grave, I expect to meet good compa- 
f at Paris. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble servant." 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

< I FIND you are a general undertaker, and 
ive, by your correspondents or self, an insight 
ito most things ; which makes me apply myself 
\ you at present, in the sorest calamity that ever 
^fel man. My wife has taken something ill of 
le, and has not spoke one word good or bad, to 
»e, or any body in the family, since Friday was 
;ven-night. What must a man do in that case? 
our advice would be a great obligation to, 

SIR, 

Your most humble servant, 

Ralph Thimbletox.' 
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< MR. SPECTATOR, Jo^J ^5, 1712. 

* When you want a trifle to fill up a pa- 
per, in inserting this you will lay an obligation oa 

Your humble servant, 

" DEAR OLIVIA, 

<< It is but this moment I have had the hap- 
piness of knowing to whom I am obliged for the 
present I received the second of April. I am 
heartily sorry it did not come to hand the day be- 
fore ; for I cannot but think it very bard upon 
people to lose their je^t, that offer at one but once 
a year. I congratulate myself however upon the 
earnest given me of something further intended 
in my favour ; for I am told, that the man who is 
thought worthy by a lady to make a fool of, stands 
fair enough in her opinion to become one day her 
husband. Till such time as I have the honour of 
being sworn, I take leave to subscribe my^lfy 

Dear Olivia, 

Your fool elect, 

T. NlCODEMUNCIO.** 
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Perlepe J^Iaonio cantatas carmine ranat, 
Etfiantem nu^U solvere tUece meit. 

Mart. Epig. ebaxiiL 14. 

To Vanish anxious thought, and quiet jmud. 
Read Homer's fr(^;8, or mj more triflmg strain. 

The moral world, as consisting of males and fe- 
msiles is of a mixed nature, and filled with several 
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customs, fashions, and ceremonies, which would 
have no place in it were there but one sex. Had 
our species no females in it, men would be quite 
different creatures from what they are at present: 
their endeavours to please the opposite sex pol- 
ishes and refines them out of those manners 
which are most natural to them, and often sets 
them upon modellings themselves, not according 
to the plans which they approve in their own opin- 
ions, but according to those plans, \^hich they 
think are most agreeable to the female world. In 
a word, man would not only be an unhappy, but a 
rude unfinished creature, were he conversant with 
none but those ofhis own make. 

Women, on the other side, are apt to form 
themselves in every thing with regard to that oth- 
er half of reasonable creatures with whom they are 
here blended and confused : their thoughts are 
ever tunied upon appearing amiable to the other 
sex ; they talk, and move, and smile, with a. de- 
sign upon us ; every feature of their faces, every 
part of their dress, is filled with snares and allure- 
ments. There would be no such animals as 
prudes or coquettes in the world, were there not 
such an animal as man. In short, it is the male 
that gives charms to woipen-kind, that produces 
an air in their faces, a grace in their motions, a 
softness in their voices, and a delicacy^ in their 
complexions. 

As this mutual regard between the two sexes 
tends to the improvement of each of them, we may 
observe that men are apt to degenerate into rough 
and brutal natures, who live as if there were no 
>uch things as women in the world ; as, on the 
contrary, women who have an indifference or 
aversion for their counterparts in human nature 
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arc generally sour and unamiable, sluttish and 
censorious. 

I am led into this train of thoughts by a little 
manuscript which is lately fallen into my hands* 
and wiiich I shall communicate to the reader, as I 
have done, some other curious pieces of the same 
nature without troubling him with any inquiries 
about the author of it. It contains a summary ac- 
count of two different states which bordered upon 
one another. The one was a commonwealth of 
Amazons, or women without men ; the other was 
a republic of males, that had not a woman in their 
whole community. As these two states bordered 
upon one another, it was their way, it seems, to 
meet upon their frontiers at a certain season of 
the year, where those among the rt>en who had 
not made their choice in any former meeting as- 
sociated themselves with particular women, whom 
they were afterwards obliged to look upon as their 
wives in every one of these yearly rencounters- 
The children that sprung up from this alliance, if 
males, were sent to their respective fathers ; if 
females, continued with their mothers. By means 
of this anniversary ctirnival, which lasted about a 
we^k, the commonwealths were recruited from 
time to time, and supplied with their i^cspectivc 
subjects. 

These two states were engaged together in a 
perpetual league, oficnsivc and defensive ; so that 
if any foreign potentate oflered to attack either of 
them, both the sexes fell upon him at once, and 
quickly brought him to reason. It was remarka- 
ble that for many ages this agreement continued 
inviolable between the two states, notwithstanding 
as was said before, they were husbands and wives; 
but this will not appear so wonderful, if we consi- 
der that they did not live together above a week 
in a year. 
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In the account which my author gives of the 
male republic, there were several customs very 
remarkable. The men never shaved their beards, 
or pared their nails, above once in a twelvemonth, 
which was probably about the time of the great an- 
nual meeting upon their frontiers. I find the 
name of a minister of state in one part of their 
history, who was fined for appearing too frequent- 
ly in clean linen ; and of a certain great general, 
who was turned put of his post for efFeminacy, it 
having been proved upon him by several credible 
witnesses that he washed his face every morning. 
If any member of the commonwealth had a soft 
voice, a smooth face, or a supple behaviour, he was 
vanished into the commonwealth of females, 
where he was treated as a slave, dressed in petti- 
::oats, and set a spinning. They had no titles of 
[lonour among them, but such as denoted some 
[K>dily strength or perfection, as such an one ' the 
tall,' such an one ' the stocky,* such an one * the 
gruff.' Their public debates were generally 
managed with kicks and cuffs, insomuch that they 
Dften came from the council-table with broken 
ihins, black eyes, and bloody noses. When they 
would reproach a man Mi.the most bitter terms, 
they would tell him his teeth were white, or that 
he had a fair skin and a soft hand. The greatest 
man I meet with in their history, was one who 
could lift five hundred weight, and wore such a 
prodigious pair of whiskers as had never been 
seen in the commonwealth before his time. 
These accomplishments it seems had ren(]ered 
trim so popuhir, that if he had not died very sea- 
sonably, it is thought he might have enslaved the 
republic. Having made this short extract out of 
Jie history of the male commonwealth, I shall look 
into the history of the neighbouring state^ which 

VOL. VII. y 
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consisted of females ; and, if I find any tiling 
it, \vill not fail to communicate it to the public 

C 



No. 434. FRIDAY, JULY 18, 1712. 

Quales Thre'tcue, cUmJlumina ll^ermodoontU 
Puhant, et pictia bellantur Atnazones armit : 
Seu circum Hyppolyten, aeu cum ae JUartia cwn^u 
Pentheailea refert, magnoque ululanff tumultu, 
Faminea exmtant lUnatia agmina peltia. 

>1RC. JEn. vni.66i 

8o march'd the Tbracian Amazons of old. 
When Thermodon with bloody billows roIlM ; 
Such troops as these in shining arins were seen. 
When Theseas met in fight their maiden queen. 
Sueh to the field Penthesilea led. 
From the fierce virgin when the Grecians fled. 
With such returned triumphant from the war. 
Her maids with cries attend the lofty car : 
They clash with manly force their moony shields ? 
With female shoots resound the Pbrygian fields. 

DaY9£: 

Having carefully perused the manuscript I m( 
tioned in my yesterday's paper, so far as it rela 
to the republic of women, I find in it several p 
ticulars which may very well deserve the readc 
attention. 

The girls of quality, from six to twelve yci 
old, werp put to public schools, where they lea 
ed to box and play at cudgels, with several otl 
accomplishments of the same nature ; so that i 
thing was more usual than to see a little miss : 
tummg home at night with a broken pate, or t 
or three teeth knocked out of her head. Tt 
were afterwards taught to ade the great borsei 
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shoot, dart or sling, and listed into several com- 
panies, in order to perfect themselves in military- 
exercises. No woman was to be married till she 
had killed her man. The ladies of fashion used 
to play with young lions instead of lap-dogs ; and 
vfhen they made any parties of diversion, instead 
of entertaining themselves at ombre and piquet, 
they would wrestle and pitch the bar for a whole 
afternoon together. There was never any such 
thing as a blush seen, or a sigh heard, in the 
whole commonwealth. The women never dressed 
but to look terrible ; to which end they would 
sometimes, after a battle, paint their cheeks with 
the blood of their enemies. For this reason, like- 
-wise, the face which had the most scars \ya& look^^ 
ed upon as the most beautifial. If they found 
lace, jewels, ribands, or any ornaments in silver 
or gold, among the booty which they had taken, 
they used to dress their horses with it, but never 
entertained a thought of wearing it themselves. 
There were particular rights and privileges al- 
lowed to any member of the commonwealth who 
was a mother of three daughters. The senate 
was made up of old women ; for by the laws of 
the country, none was to be a counsellor of state 
that was not past child-bearing. They used to 
boast that their republic had continued four thou- 
sand years, which is altogether improbable, un- 
less wc may suppose, what I am very apt to think, 
that they measured their time by lunar years. ' 

There was a great revolution brought about in 
this female republic by means of a neighbouring 
king, who had made war upon them several years 
with various success, and at length overthrew 
them in a very great battle. This defeat they as- 
cribe to several causes : some say that the secre- 
iary of state, having been troubled with the va- 
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pours, had committed some fatal mistakes in 
several dispatches about that time. Others pre- 
tend that the first minister being big with child, 
could not attend the public affairs, as so great an 
exigency of state required ; but this I can give no 
manner of credit to, since it seems to contradict a 
fundamental maxim in their government which I 
have before mentioned. My author gives the most 
probable reason of this great disaster ; for he af- 
firms that the general was brought to bed, or (as 
others say) miscarried, the very night before the 
battle : however it was, this single overthrow ob- 
liged them to call in the male republic to their 
assistance ; but, notwithstanding their common 
efforts to repulse the victorious enemy, the war 
continued for many years before they could en- 
tirely bring it to a happy conclusion. 

The campaigns which both sexes passed to- 
gether made them so well acquainted with one 
another, that at the end of the war they did not 
caro for parting. In the beginning of it they 
lodged in separate cumps, but afterwards, as they 
grew more familiar, they pitched their tents pro- 
miscuously. 

From this time, the armies being checkered 
with both sexes, they polished apace. The men 
used to invite their fellow soldiers into their 
quaners, and would dress their tents with flowers 
and boughs for their reception. If they chanced 
to like one more than another, they would be cut- 
ting her name in the tabic, or chalking out her 
figure upon a wall, or talking of her in a kind of 
rapturous language, which by degrees improved 
into verse and sonnet. These were as the first 
rudiments of architecture, painting, and poetry, 
among this savage people. After any advantage 
over the enemy, both sexes used to jump togc« 
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ther, and make a clattering with their swords and 
shields, for joy, which in a few years produced 
several regular tunes and set dances. 

As the two armies romped together upon these 
occasions, the women complained of the thick 
bushy beards and long nails of their confederates, 
who thereupon took care to prune themselves in- 
to such figures as were most pleasing to their 
friends and allies. 

When they had taken any spoils from the ene- 
my, the men would make a present of every thing 
that was rich and showy to the women whom they 
most admired, and would frequently dress the 
necks, or heads, or arms, of their mistresses, with 
any thing which they thought appeared gay or 
pretty. The women observing that the men took 
delight in looking upon them when they were 
adorned with such trappings and gewgaws, set 
their heads at work to find out new inventions, 
and to outshine one another in all councils of war, 
or the like solemn meetings. On the other hand, 
the men observing how the women's hearts were 
set upon finery, begun to embellish themselves, 
and look as agreeably as they could in the eyes of 
their associates. In short, after a few years' con- 
versing together the women had learned to smile, 
and the men to ogle ; the women grew soft and 
the men lively. 

When they had thus insen^bly formed one an- 
other,-upon finishing of the war, which concluded 
with an entire conquest of their common enemy, 
the colonels in one army married the colonels in 
the other ; the captains in the same manner took 
the captains to their wives : the whole body of 
commoil soldiers were matched after the exam- 
ple of tneir leaders. By this means tlie two re- 
publics i^orporated with one another, and becamT^ 

V *> 
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the most flourishing and polite government in the U 
part of the world which they inhabited. 1) 
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JV>c duo sunt, et forma duplex, necfamina dici^ 
JVecptter utpotnnt, neutrumgue et utrumgue'videntmi. 

Ovid. Met ir. 37S. 

Both bodies in a single body mix, 
A single body with a double sex. 

Addisok. 

Most of the papers I give the public are written 
on subjects that never vary, but are for ever fixt 
and immutable. Of this kind are all my more se- 
rious essays and discourses ; but there is another 
sort of speculations, which I consider as occasion- 
al papers, that take their rise ^rom the folly, ex- 
travagance, and caprice, of the present age. For 
I look upon myself as one set to watch the man- 
ners and behaviour of my countrymen and con- 
temporaries, and to mark down every absurd 
fashion, ridiculous custom, or affected form of 
speech, that makes its appearance in the world 
durii\g the course of my speculations. The pet- 
ticoat no sooner begun to swell, but I observed its 
motions. The party-patches had not time to 
muster themselves before I detected them. I had 
intelligence of the coloured hood the very first 
lime it appeared in a public assembly. I might 
here mention several other the like contingent 
subjects, upon which I have bestowed distinct 
pRj>ers. l\y tli^r. means I have so elTectually 
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quashed those irregularities which gave occasion 
to them, that I am afraid posterity will scarce 
have a sufficieut idea of them to relish those dis- 
courses which were in no little vogue at the time 
they were written. They will be apt to think 
that the fashions and customs I attacked were 
some fantastic conceits of my own, and that their 
great grandmothers could not be so whimsical as 
I have represented them. For this reason, when 
I think on the figure my several volumes of spe- 
culations will make about a hundred years hence, 
I consider them as so many pieces of old plate, 
where the weight will be regarded, but the fashion 
lost. 

Among the several female extravagancies I 
have already taken notice of, there is one which 
still keeps its ground. I mean that of the ladies 
vrho dress themselves in a hat and feather, a rid- 
ing coat and a perriwig, or at least tie up their 
hair in a bag or ribbon, in imitation of the smart 
part of the opix)^te sex. As in my yesterday's 
paper I gave an account of the mixture of two 
sexes in one commonwealth, I shall here take 
notice of this mixture of two sexes in one person. 
I have already shown my dislike of this immodest 
rustom more than once ; but, in contempt of every 
thing I have hitherto said, I am informed that the 
highways about this great city are still very much 
infested with these female cavaliers. 

I remember when I was at my friend Sir Roger 
de Coverlcy's about this time twelvemonth, an 
equestrian lady of this order appeared upon the 
plains which lay at a distance from his house. I 
was at that time walking in the fields with my old 
friend ; and as his tenants ran out on every side 
to see so strange a sight, Sir Roger asked one of 
thcm^ who came by us, what it was ? To which 
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the country fellow replied, < 'Tis a gentlewomaot 
saving your worship's presence, in coat and hat' 
This produced a great deal of mirth at the knight's 
house, where we had a story at the same dme ol 
another of his tenants, who meeting this g^iide> 
man -like lady on the highway, was asked by her 
whether that was Coverly-hall ? The honest roan 
seeing only the male part of the querist, replied, 
' Yes, sir ;* but upon the second question, whether 
Sir Roger de Coverly was a married man ? hav- 
ing dropped his eye upon the petticoat, he<changed 
his note into ' No, madam/ 

Had one of these hermaphrodites appeared ia 
Juvenal's days, with what an indignation should 
we have seen her described by that excellent sa- 
tirist I He would have represented her in a riding 
habit as a greater monster than the centaur. He 
would have called for sacrifices of purifying wm« 
ters, to expiate the appearance of such a prodigy. 
He would have invoked the shades of Portia imd 
Lucretia, to see into what the Roman ladies had 
transformed themselves. 

For my own part, I am for treating the sex with 
greater tenderness, and have all along made use 
of tl)e most gentle methods to bring them off fieiii 
any little extravagance into which they have some- 
times unwarily fallen. I think it howe^^r abso- 
Irutely necessary to keep up the partition •between 
the two sexes, and to take notice of the smallest 
encr9achments which the one makes upon the 
other. I hope therefore I shall not hear any 
more complaints on this subject. I am sure my 
she-disciples, who peruse these my daily lecturesi 
have profited but little by them, if they are capa- 
ble of giving in to such an amphibious dress. 
This I should not have mentioned, had I not late- 
ly met one of these my female readers in Hydc^ 



X«k 4S5. SPECTATOR. 1253 

park) who looked upon me with a masculine as- 
suranccy and cocked her hat full in my face. 

For my part, I have one general key to the be- 
bayioiir of the fair sex. When I see them singu- 
lar in any part of their dress, I conclude it is not 
without some evil intention ; and therefore ques- 
tion not but the design of this strange fashion is 
to smite more effectually their male beholders. 
Now to set them right in this particular, I would 
fain have them consider with themselves, whether 
we ^e not more likely to be struck by a figure 
entirely female, than with such an one as we may 
see every day in our glasses. Or, if they please, 
let them reflect upon their own hearts, and think 
how they would be affected should they meet a 
man on horseback, in his breeches and jack-boots, 
and at the same time dressed up in a commode 
and a nightraile. 

I must observe that this fashion was first of all 
brought to us from France, a country which has 
infected all the nations of Europe with its levity. 
I speak not this in derogation of a whole people, 
having more than once found fault with those 
general reflections which strike at kingdoms or 
commonwealths in the gross — a piece of cruelty, 
which an ingenious writer of our own compares 
to that of Caligula, who wished that the Roman 
people had all but one neck, that he might behead 
them at a blow. I shall therefore only remark, 
that as liveliness and assurance are in a peculiar 
manner the qualifications of the French nation, 
the same habits and customs will not give the 
same offence to that people which they produce 
among those of our own country. Modesty is 
our distinguishing character, as vivacity is theirs : 
and when this our national virtue appears in that 
female beauty for which our Brkish ladies are ce- 
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lebrated above all others in the universe, it makes 
up the most amiable object that the eye of maa 
Can possibly behold. ' ^ 
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'Verto poUice vulgi 



Quemhbct occidunt populariter, 

Jnv.Sat.in.fiB. 

With thumbs bent baek, they popnlariy kill. 

Drydsn. 

Being a person of insatiable curiosity, I could Dot 
forbear going on Wednesday last to a place of no 
small renown for the gallantry of the lower order 
of Britons, to the Bear-garden, at Hockley in the 
Hole ; where (as a whitish brown paper, put into 
my hand in the street, informed me) there was to 
be a trial of skill exhibited between two masters 
of the noble science of defence, at two of the clock 
precisely. I was not a little charmed with the so- 
lemnity of the challenge, which ran thus : 

< I James Miller, serjeant, (lately come from 
the frontier of Portugal) master of tJie noble sci- 
ence of defence, hearing in most places where I 
have been of the great fame of Timothy Buck, of 
London, master of the said science, do invite him 
to meet me and exercise at the several weapont 
ibl lowing, viz. 

< Back sword, * Single falchion, 

< Sword and dagger, < Case of falchions, 
* Sword and buckler, * Quarter staff.* 

if the generous ardour in James Miller to dis* 
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pute the reputation of Timothy Buck had some- 
thing resembling the old heroes of romance, 
Timothy Buck returned answer in the same paper 
with the like spirit, adding a little indignation at 
being challenged, and seeming to condescend to 
fight James Miller, not in regard to Miller him- 
self, but in that as the fame went about^ he had 
fought Parkes of Coventry. The acceptance of 
the combat ran in these words : 

< I Timothy Buck, of Clare-market, master of 
the noble science of defence, hearing he did fis^ht 
Mr. Parkes* of Coventry, will not fail (God will- 
ing) to meet this fair inviter at the time and place 
appointed, desiring a clear stage and no favour. 

' Vivat Regina* 

I shall not here look back on the spectacles of 
the Greeks and Romans of this kind, bul must be- 
lieve this custom took its rise from the ages of 
•knight-errantry ; from those who loved one wo- 
■xnan so well, that they hated all men and women 
else ; from those who would fight you, whether 
you were or not of their mind ; from those who 
demanded the combat of their contemporaries, 
both for admiring their mistress or discommend- 

^ On a large tomb in the great charch-jard of Coventry xs 
the foUowing inscription : 

* To the memory of Mr. John Sparkes, a native of this ci- 
ty : he was a man of a mild disposition, a gladiator by pro- 
fetiioiiy who, after having fought 350 battles in the principal 
parts c^ Europe with honour and applause, at length quitted 
the stage, sheathed his sword, and with Christian resignation, 
submitted to gi*and victor in the 52d year of his age. 

* Anfio aalutia humana 17-33.' 

His friend, Serjeant Miller, here mentioned, a man of vast 
athletic accomplishments, was advanced afterwards to the 
rank of a eaptain in the British army, and did notable service 
in Scotland under the dake of CumberUiud in 1745. 
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ing her. I cannot therefore but lament, that the 
terrible part of the ancient fight is preserved, 
when the amorous side of it is forgotten. We 
have retained the barbarity, but lost the gallantry 
of the old combatants. I could wish, methinks, 
these gentlemen had consulted me in the pro- 
mulgation of the conflict. I was obliged by a fair 
young maid, whom I understood to be called Eli- 
zabeth Preston, daughter of the keeper of the 
garden, with a glass of water; who I imagined 
might have been for form's sake, the general re- 
presentative of the lady fought for, and from her 
beauty the proper Amar}'llis on these occasions. 
It would have run better in the challenge, *I 
James Miller, serjeunt, who have travelled parts 
abroad, and came last from the frontier of Por- 
tugal, for the love of Elizabeth Preston, do assert 
that the said Elizabeth is tlic fairest of women.' 
Then the answer; 'I Timothy Buck, who have 
staid in Great Britain, during all the war in fo- 
reign parts, for the sake of Susannah Page, do de- 
ny that Elizabeth Preston is so fair as the said 
Susannah Page. Let Susannah Page look on, 
and 1 desire of James Miller no favour.' 

This would give the battle quite anotlier turn; 
and a proper station for the ladies, whose com- 
plexion was disputed by the sword, would ani- 
mate the disputants with a more gallant incentlTC 
than the expectation of money/rom the spectators; 
though I would not have that neglected^ but 
thrown to tliat fair one whose lover was approYcd 
by the doner. 

Yet, considering the thing wants such amend- 
ments, it was carried with great order. James 
Miller came on first, preceded by two disabled 
drummers, to show, I suppose, that the prospect 
of maimed bodies did not in the least deter him. 
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Ther^e ascended vrith the daring Miller a gentle- 
maDy whose name I could not learn» with a dog- 
ged air, as unsatisfied that he was not principal. 
This^on of anger lowered at th^ whole assembly, 
and, weighing himself as he marched round from 
side to side, with a stiff knee and shoulder, he 
gave intimations of the purpose he smothered till 
he saw the issue' of the encounter. Miller had a 
blue ribbon tied round the sword arm ; which or- 
nament I conceive tp be the remain of that custom 
of wearing a mistre^ss's favour on such occasions 
of old. 

Miller is a man of six foot eight inches height, 
of a kind but bold aspect, well fashioned, and rea- 
dy of his limbs ; and such readiness as spoke his 
ease in them was obtained from a habit of motion 
in military exercise. 

The expectation of the spectators was now al* 
moat at its height ; and the crowd pressing in, se- 
veral active persons thought they were placed 
rather according to their fortune than their merit, 
and took it in their heads to prefer themselves 
from the open area or pit to the galleries. The 
dispute between desert and property brought ma- 
ny to the ground, and raised others in proportion 
to the highest seats by turns, for the space of ten 
minutes, till Timothy Buck came on, and the 
whole assembly, giving up their disputes, turned 
their eyes upon the champions. Then it was 
that every man's affection turned to one or the 
other irresistibly. A judicious gentleman near 
me said, ' I could, methinks, be Miller's second, 
but I had rather have Buck for mine.' Miller had 
an audacious look, that took the eye ; Buck, a per- 
fect composure, that engaged the judgment. 
Buck came on in a plain coat, ajid kept all his air 
till the instant of engaging ; at which time he un- 

VOL. VII. z 
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dressed to his shirt, his arm adorned vfith a ban- 
dage of red ribbon. No one can describe the 
sudden concern in the whole assembly ; the most 
tumultuous crowd in nature was as still and as 
much engaged as if all their lives depended on 
the first blow. The combatants met in the mid- 
dle of the stage, and shaking hands, as removing 
all malice, thejr retired with much grace to the 
extremities of it ; from whence they immediate- 
ly faced about, and approached each othery Miller 
with a heart full of resolution, Buck with awatch^ 
ful untroubled countenance; Buck regarding 
principally his own defence, Miller chiefly 
thoughtful of annoying his opponent. It is not 
easy to describe the many escapes and imper- 
ceptible defences between two men of quick eyes 
and ready limbs; but Miller's heat laid him open 
to the rebuke of the calm Buck, by a large cut on 
the forehead. Much effusion of blood covered his 
eyes in a nroment, and the huzzas of ihe crowd 
undoubtedly quickened the anguish. The assem- 
bly was divided into purties upon their dififercnt 
ways of fighting; while a poor nymph in one of 
the galleries apparently suffered for Miller, and 
burst into a flood of tears. As soon as his wound 
was wrapped up, he came on again with a little 
ragC) which still disabled him further. But what 
brave man can be wounded into more patienee 
and caution ? The next was a warm eager onset, 
which ended in a decisive stroke on the left leg 
of Miller. The lady in the gallery, during this 
second strife, covered her face, and for my part, 
I could not keep my thoughts from being mostly 
employed on the consideration of her unhappy 
circumstance that moment, hearing the clash of 
swords, and apprehending life or victory concern- 
ed her lover in every blow, but not daring to sa- 
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tisfy herself •on whom they fell. The wound was 
exposed to the vie^ of all who <:ould delight in it, 
and sewed 111]^ on ^he stage. The surly second of 
Miller declared at this timje, that lie would that day 
fortnight fight Mr. Buck at the same weapons, 
declaring himself the master of the renowned 
X^orman; but Buck denied him the hcHiour of 
that courageous disciple, and, asserting that he 
himself had taught thut champion, accepted the 
challenge. 

There is something in nature very unaccounta- 
ble on such /occasions, when we see the people 
take a certain .painful gratification in beholding 
these encounters. Is it cruelty that administers 
this sort of delight ? or is it a pleasure which is 
taken in the exercise of pdty ? It was, methought, 
pretty remarkable that the business of the day 
being a trial of skill, the pqpulajity did not run so 
high as one would have expected on the side of 
Buck. Is it that people's passions have their rise 
in self-love, and thought themselves (in spite of 
all the courage they had) liable to the fate of Mil- 
ler, but could not so easily think themselves qua- 
lified like Buck ? 

Tally speaks of this custom witli less honH)r 
than one would expect, though he confesses it 
was much abused in his time, and seems directly 
to approve of it under its fiiist regulations, when 
criminals only fought before the people. < Cru^ 
dele gladiatorum afiectaculum et inhumanum hotI' 
nullia videri solct^ et haud scio anno7i ita ait ut 
nunc Jit ; ciim verd sontcs Jerro dejiugnabant^ 
auribua fortaase multa^ oculia quidem nullo^ jiote" 
rat ease fortior contra dolorem ct mortem disci' 
filinaJ ' The shows of gladiators may be thought 
barbarous and inhuman, and I know not but it is 
so Tsis now practised; but in those times when only 
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criminals were combatants, the ear perh'aps 
receive many better instructions, but it is i 
sible that any thing vhich afflects our eyes f 
fortify us so well against pain and death/ 
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I 

Tunc impune hac facias ? Tunc Jdc homines adoletc 
JmperitBs rerumf eductos Uberi infraudemiUicis ? 
SoUicitando et polBcitando eorum animos laetas ? • 
mdc meretricios ofnores nuptiis confflutinas ? 

Tbr. And. Aet r 

Shall you escape with impunity; yoa who lay nu 
young men of a liberal eoueation, but unacquaiat 
the worid, and by force of importunity and promise 
them in to marry harlots } 

The other day passed by me in her charic 
dy with that pale and wan complexion whi 
sometimes see in young people who are &1 
to sorrow, and private anxiety of mind, whi 
tedate age and sickness. It is not three yea 
since she was gay, airy, and a little towards 
tine in her carriage ; but, methought, I 
forgave her that little insolence, which she 
verely pays for in her present condition. Fl 
of whom I am speaking, is married to a 
fool with wealth. Her beauty and merit ai 
upon the dolt, who is insensible of perfec 
any thing. Their hours together are eithci 
ful or insipid. The minutes she has to 1 
in his absence are not sufficient to give ^ 
her eyes, to the grief and torment of his las 
versatioa. This poor creature was sac 
(with a temper which, under the cultivatic 
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man of sense, would have made the most agreea- 
ble companion) into the arms of this loathsome 
yoke-fellow by Sempronia. Sempronia is a good 
lady, who supports herself in an affluent condi- 
tion, by contracting friehdship with rich young 
widows, and maids of plentiful fortunes at their 
own disposal, and bestowing her friends upon 
worthless indigent fellows ; on the other side, 
she ensnares inconsiderate and rash youths of 
great estates into the arms of vicious women. 
For this purpose, she is accomplished In all the 
arts which can make her acceptable at imperti- 
nent visits ; she knows all that passes in every 
quarter, and is well acquainted with all the fa- 
vourite servants, busy-bodies, dependants, and 
poor relations, of all persons of condition in the 
whole town. At the price of a good sum of mo- 
ney, Sempronia, by the instigation of Flavilla's 
mother, brought about the match for the daugh- 
ter ; and the reputation of this, which is apparent- 
ly, in point of fortune, more than Flavilla could 
e3(;pect, has gained her the visits and frequent at- 
tendance, of tlie crowd of mothers, who had ra- 
ther ace their children .miserable in great wealth, 
than the happiest of the race of mankind in a less 
conspicuous state of life. When Sempronia is so 
well acquainted with a woman's temper and cir^- 
cumstances, that she believes marriage should be 
acceptable to her, and advantageous to the man 
who shall get her, her next step is to look out for 
some one, whose condition has some secret wound 
in it, and wants a sum, yet, in the eye of the 
world, not unsuitable to her. If such is not easily 
liad, she immediately adorns a worthless fellow 
wit 1 what estate she thinks convenient, and adds 
as great a share of good humour and sobriety as 
is requisite. After this is settled, no importuni- 

z 2 
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ties, artSf and devices, are omitted to hasten the 
lady to her happiness. In the general,- mdecdi 
she is a person of so strict justice, that she mar- 
ries a poor p:allant to a rich wench, and a money- 
less girl to a man of fortune. But then ahe has 
no manner of conscience in the disparity, iHien 
she has a mind to impose a poor rogue for one of 
an estate : she has no remorse in adding to 1^ 
that he is illiterate, ignorant, and on&shioned; 
but makes these imperfections arguments of the 
truth of his wealth ; and will, on such an occauon, 
with a very grave face, charge the people erf con« 
diuon with negligence in the education of their 
children. Exception being made t'other day 
against an ignorant booby of hor own clothing, 
whom she was putting oif for a rich heir : < Ma- 
dam,' said she, ^ you know there is no making of 
children, who know they have estates, attend their 
books.' 

Sempronia, by these arts, is loaded with pre- 
sents, importuned for her acquaintance, and ad- 
mired by those who do not know the first taste of 
life, as a woman of exemplary g^d breeding. 
But sure to murder and rub are less iniquities, 
than to raise profit by abuses as irreparable ts 
taking away life ; but more grievous, as making 
it lastingly unhappy. To rob a lady at play of 
half her fortune, is not so ill as giving the wholr 
and herself to an unworthy husband. But Sem- 
pronia can administer consolation to an unhappt 
fair at home, by leading her to an agreeable gal- 
lant elsewhere. She then can preach the general 
condition of all the married world, and tell an un- 
experienced young woman the methods of aofirn- 
ing her affliction, and laugh at her simplicicy and 
want of knowledge, with an ^ Oh 1 my dear, vou 
"will know better." 
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The wickedness of Sempronia, one would 
think* should be superlative : but I cannot but 
esteem that of some parents equal to it : I mean 
such as. sacrifice the greatest endowments and 
qualifications to base bargains. A parent who 
forces a child of a liberal and ingenious* spirit 
into the arms of a clown or a blockhead, obliges 
her to a crime too odious for a name. It is in a 
degree the unnatural conjunction of rational and 
brutal beings. Yet what is there so common, as 
the bestowing an accomplished woman with such 
a disparity ? And I could name crowds who lead 
miserable lives for want of knowledge in their 
parents, of this maxim, that good sense and good 
nature always go together. That which is attri-^ 
buted to fools, and called good nature, is only an 
inability of observing what is faulty, which turns, 
in marriage, into a suspicion of every thing as 
such} fram a consciousness of that inability. 

< MR. SPECTATOR, 

* I AM entirely of your opinion with rela- 
tion to the equestrian females, who afiect both the 
masculine and feminine air at the same time ; 
and cannot forbear making a presentment against 
anotlier order of them, who grow very numerous 
and powerful ; and since our language is not very 
capable of good compound words, I must be con- 
tented to call them only ^< the nakcd-shouldcred." 
These beauties arc not contented to make lovers 
"wherever they appear, but they must make rivals 
at the same time. Were you to see Gatty walk 
the Park at high mall, you would expect those 
who followed her and those who met her would 
immediately draw their swords for her. I hope, 

• IngeuuoTW. 
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sir, you will provide for the future, that womi 
may stick to their faces for doing any further nu 
chief, and not allow any but direct traders 
beauty to expose more than the fore part of tl 
iieck, unless you please to allow this after-gan 
to those who are very defective in the charms 
the countenance. I can say, to my sorro*?^ tl 
present practice is very unfair, when to look bai 
is death ; and it may be said of our beauties, afl 
great poet did of bullets, 

" They kill and wound, like Parthians, as they fly.** 

' I submit this tu your animadversion ; and ar 
for the little while I have left. 

Your humble servant. 

The languishing 
Philanthus. 

< P. S. Suppose you mended my letter,and mac 
a simile about the " porcupine ;" but I submit th 
also.' T. 
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^rnnuim re^e, qui, nisifaret, 
Imperat Hor. 1. Ep. ii. 



63. 



■Curb thy soul, 



And check thj^rage, which must be rul'd or rule. 

Creech. 

It is a very common expression, that such a oi 
is very good natured, but very passionate. Tl 
expression, indeed, is very good-natured, to alio 
passionate people so much quarter : but I thinV 
passionate man deserves the least indulgen* 
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inable. It is said, it is soon oyer ; that is, 
he mischief he does is quickly dispatched, 
h, I think, is no great recommendation to fa- 
I have known one of those good natured 
onate men say in a mixed company, even to 
wn wife or child, such things as the most in- 
nate enemy of his fiimily would not have 
en, even in imagination. It is certain that 
c sensibility is inseparable from a ready un- 
anding ; but why should not that •good un- 
anding call to iiself all its force on such oc- 
ns, to master that sudden inclination to an- 

One of the greatest souls now in the world* 
5 most subject by nature to anger, and yet so 
us for a conquest of himself this way, that 

the known example when you talk of temper 
command of a man's self. To contain the 
t of anger, is the worthiest discipline we can 
Durselves to. When a man has made any 
ress this way, a frivolous fellow in a passion 

him as contemptible as a froward child. It 
it to be the study of every man, for his own 
1 and peace. When he stands combustible 
•eady to flame vCpon every thing that touches 

life is as uneasy to himself as it is to all 
t him. Syncropius leads, of all men living, 
nost ridiculous life ; he is ever offending, and 
:ing pardon. If his man enters the -room 
out what he was sent for—' That blockhead,' 
ns he-—' Gentlemen, I ask your pardon, but 
mts now-a-days' — . The wrong plates are 
they are thrown into the middle of the room ; 
^ife stands by in pain for him, which he sees 
;r face, and answers as if he had heard all she 
thinking : — ' Why ? what the devil 1 Why 

* Lord Somen. 
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don't you take care to give orders in th< 
things ?' His friends sit down to a tastd* 
plenty of every thing) every minute expecd 
new insults from his impertinent passions. I 
word to eat with, or visit Syncropius, is no otl 
than going to see him exercise his family, ex 
rise their patience, and his own anger. 

It is monstrous that the shame and confusion 
which this good-natured angry man must nee 
behold his friends, while he thus lays about hi 
does not give him so much reflection as to crei 
an amendment. This is the most scandalc 
disuse of reason imaginable ; sdl the harmless p 
of him is no more than that of a bull-dog, tb 
ure tame no longer than they are not offendi 
One of these goodoatured angry men shall, in 
instant, assemble together so many allusions 
secret circumstances, as are enough to dissol 
tlie peaoe of all the families and friends he is i 
quainted with, in a quarter of an hour, and yet t 
next moment be the best natured man in *t 
world. If you would see passion in its puri 
without mixture of reason, behold it represent 
in a mad hero, drawn by a mad poet. Nat L 
makes his Alexander say thus : 

' Away ! hegnnel and give a wtiirlwind room, 

')r 1 ¥ ill blow you up like dust ! Avaunt ! 

Madness but meanly represents my toil. 

Ktcmal discord! 

Fury ! rcTtnee ! disdain and indignation ! 

Tear my swm'n breast, make way for fire and tempes 

My brain is burst, debate and reason quench'd; 

The storm is up, and my hot bleeding heart 

S^tlits with Uie rack ; while passions like the wind, 

Kiso up to heaT*n, and put out all the stars.' 

r.vrr\* passionate fellow in town talks half the di 
Nviih ivs little consistency, and threatens thinp:s ; 
innrh out of his power. 
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The next disagreeable person to the outrage- 
ous gentleman, is one of a much lower order of 
anger} and he is what we commonly call a peevish 
fellow. A peevish fellow is one who has some 
reason in himself for being out of humour, or has 
a natural incapacity for delight, and therefore 
disturbs all who are happier than himself with 
pishes and pshaws, or other well-bred interjec- 
tions) at every thing that is said or done in his 
presence. There should be physic mixed in the 
food of all which these fellows eut in good com- 
pany. This degree of anger passes, forsooth, for 
a delicacy of judgment, that won't admit of being 
easily pleased ; but none above the character of 
wearing a peevish man's livery ought to bear 
with his ill manners. All things among men of 
sense and condition should pass the censure,^ and 
have the protection of the eye of reason. 

No man ought to be tolerated in an habitual 
humour, whim, or particularity of behaviour, by 
any who do not wait upon him for bread. Next to 
the peevish fellow is the snarler. This gentle- 
man deals mightily in what we call the irony; and 
as those sort of people exert themselves most 
against those below them, you see tlieir humour 
best in their talk to their servants. ' That is so 
like you ; You are a fine fellow ; Thou art the 
quickest head-piece ;' and the like. One would 
think the hectoring, the storming, the sullen, and 
all the different species and subordinations of the 
angry should be cured, by knowing they live only 
as pardoned men ; and how pitiful is the conaition 
of being only suffered ! But I am interrupted by 
the pleasantest scene of anger and the discippoint- 
ment of it that I have ever known, which hap- 
pened while I was yet writing, and I over-heard 
as I sat in the back-room at a Trench bookseller's. 
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There came into the shop a very learned n^an with 
an erect solemn air; and, though a person of 
great parts otherwise, slow in understanding any 
thing which makes against himself. The com- 
posure of the faulty man, and the whimsical per- 
plexity of him that was justly angry, is perfectly- 
new. After turning over many volumes, said the 
seller to the buyer, < Sir, you know I have long 
asked you to send me back the first volume m 
French sermons I formerly lent you.* * Sir,' said 
the chapman, < I have often looked for it, but can- 
not find it ; it is certainly lost, and I know not to 
whom I lent it, it is so many years ago.' < Then, 
sir, here is the other volume ; I'll send you home 
that, and please to pay for both.* * My friend,' re- 
plied he, ' canst thou be so senseless as not to 
know that one volume is as imperfect in my 
library as in your shop ?' ' Yes, sir, but it is you 
have lost the first volume; and, to be short, I 
will be paid.' ^ Sir,' answered the chapman, 
*' you are a young man, your book is lost ; and, 
learn by this little loss to bear much greater ad- 
versities, which you must expect to meet with/ 
^ Yes, ril bear ^vhen I must, but I have not lost 
now, for I say you have it, and shall pay me.* 
^ Friend, you grow warm ; I tell you the book is 
lost ; and I foresee, in the course even of a 
prosperous life, that you will meet afflictions to 
make you mad, if you cannot bear this trifle.* 
< Sir, there is, in this case, no need of bearing, 
for you have the book.' ^ I say, sir, I have not 
the book ; but your passion will not let you hear 
enough to be informed that I have it not. Leam 
resignation of yourself to the distresses of this 
life : nay, do not fret and fume : it is my duty to 
tell you, that you are of an impatient spirit, and 
an impatient spirit is never without woe/ * Was 
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ever any thing like this ?' < Yes, sir, there have 
been many things like this : the loss is hut a 
trifle ; but your temper is wanton, and incapable 
of the least pain ; therefore let me advise you, be 
patient ; the book is lost, but do not you for that 
reason lose yourself.' T.* 
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Hi narrataferunt alio : menauraquejicti 
Creacit; et audiita aUquid runms adjicit auctor. 

Ovid. Metam. xii. 57. 

Some tell what they have heard, or tales devise ; 
Each fiction still improv'd with added lies. 

Ovid describes the palace of Fame as situated in 
the very centre of the universe, and perforated 
with so many windows as gave her the sight of 
every thing that was done in the heavens, in the 
earth, and in the sea. The structure of it was 
contrived in so admirable a manner, that it echoed 
every word which was spoken in the whole com- 
pass of nature ; so that the palace, says the 
poet, was always filled with a confused hubbub of 
low, dying sounds, the voices being almost spent 
and worn out before they arrived at this general 
rendezvous of speeches and whispers. 

I consider courts with the same regard to the 
governments which they superintend, as Ovid's 
palace of Fame with regard to the universe. The 

• By Steele, See No. 324, adjinem. 

This scene passed in the shop of Mr. Vaillant, now of Mr. 
Jaraes Pajne, in the Strand ; and the subject of it was (for it 
h still in remembrance) a Volume of Massiilon's Sermons. 

VOL. VII. AA 
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eyes of a watchful minister run through the whole 
people. There is scarce a murmur or complaint 
that does not reach his ears. They have ncws- 
t^atherers and intelligencers distributed into their 
several walks and quarters, who bring in thcirrc- 
spective quotas, and make them acquainted with 
the discourse and conversation of the whole king- 
dom or commonwealth where they are 6mplo3red. 
The wisest of kings, alluding to these invisible 
and unsuspected spies, who are planted by kings 
and rulers over their fellow-citizens, as well as to 
those voluntary informers that are buzzing about 
the ears of a great man, and making their court by 
such secret methods of intelligence, has given us 
a very prudent caution:* 'Cursp not the king, no 
not in thy thought, and curse not the rich in thy 
bed-chamber ; for a bird of the air shall carry the 
voice, and that which hath wings shall tell the 
matter.* 

As it is absolutely necessary for rulers to make 
use of other people's eyes, they should take par- 
ticular care to do it in such a manner, that it may 
not bear too hard on the person whose life and 
conversation are inquired into. A man who is 
capable of so infamous a calling as that of a spy, 
is not very much to be relied upon. He can have 
no great tics of honour, or checks of conscience, 
to restrain him in those covert evidences, where 
the person accused has no opportunity of vindica- 
ting himself. He will be more industrious to car- 
ry that which is grateful than that which is true. 
There will be no occasion for him if he does not 
hear and see things worth discovery ; so that he 
naturally inflames every word and circumstance, 
aggravates what is faulty, perverts what is good* 

• Bed. X. 20. 
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and misrepresents what is indifferent. Nor is it 
to be doubted but that such ignominious wretch- 
es let their private passions into these their clan- 
destine infgrmations, and often wreak their partic- 
ular spite and malice against the person .whom 
they sire set to watch. It is a pleasant scene 
enough, which an Italian author describes be- 
tween a spy and a cardinal who employed him. 
The cardinal is represented as minuting down ev- 
ery thing that is told him. The spy begins with 
a low voice, ' Such an one, the advocate, whisper- 
ed to one of his friends, within my hearing, that 
your eminence was a very great poltroon ;* and, 
after having given his patron time enough to take 
it down, adds, that another called him a mercena- 
ry rascal in a public conversation. The cardinal 
replies, ' Very well,' and bids him go on. The 
spy prcKBeeds and loads him with reports of the 
same nature, till the cardinal rises in great wrath, 
calls him an impudent scoundrel^ and kicks him 
out of the room. 

It is observed of great and heroic minds, that 
they have not only shown a particular disregard 
to those unmerited reproaches which have been 
cast upon them, but have been altogether free 
from that impertinent curiosity of inquiring after 
them, or the poor revenge of resenting them. 
The histories of Alexander and Caesar are full 
of this kind of instances. Vulgar souls are of a 
quite contrary character. Dionysius, the tyrant 
of Sicily, had a dungeon which was a very curious 
piece of architecture ; and of which, as I am infor- 
med, there are still to be scon some remains In 
that island. It was called Dionysius's Ear, and 
built with several little windings and labyrinths, in 
the form of a real car. The structure of it made 
it a kind of whispering place, but such a one as 
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gathered the voice of him who spoke into a fun- 
nel which was placed at the very top of it. The 
tyrant used to lodge all his state criminals^ or 
those whom he supposed to be engaged together 
in any evil designs upon him, in this dungeon. He 
had at the same time an apartment over ity where 
he used to apply himself to the funnel, and by that 
means overheard every thing that was whispered 
in the dungeon. I believe one may venture to 
affirm, that a Caesar or an Alexander would have 
rather died by the treason than have used such dis- 
ingenuous means for the detecting of it. 

A man who in ordinary life is very inquisitive 
after every thing which is spoken ill of him, pas- 
ses his time but very indifferently. He is woun- 
ded by every arrow that is shot at him, and puts 
it in the power of every insignificant enemy to 
disquiet him. Nay, he will suffer from what has 
been said off him, when it is forgotten by those 
who said or heard it. For this reason I could ne- 
ver bear one of those officious friends, that would 
be telling every malicious report, every idle cen- 
sure, that passed upon me. The tongue of man 
is so petnlant, and his thoughts so variable, that 
one should not lay too great a stress upon any 
present speeches and opinions. Praise and oblo- 
quy proceed very frequently out of the same 
mouth upon the same person, and upon the same 
occasion. A generous enemy will sometimes 
bestow commendations, as the dearest friend can- 
not sometimes refrain from speaking ill. The man 
who is indifferent in either of these respects, gives 
his opinion at random, and praises or disapproves 
as he finds himself in humour. 

I shall conclude this essay with part of a char- 
acter, which is finely drawn by the earl of Clarcn- 
doji, in the first book of his history, which gives 
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US the lively picture of a great man teasing him- 
self with an absurd curiosity. 

< He had not that application and submission^ 
tsid reverence for the queen^ as might have been 
expected from his wisdom and breeding; and of- 
ten crossed her pretences and desires with more 
rudeness than was natural to him. Yet he was 
Impertmently solicitous to know what her majes- 
ty said of him in private, and what resentments 
she had towards him. And when by some confi- 
dentSy who had their ends upon him from those of- 
fices, he was informed of some bitter expressions 
falling from her majesty, he was so exceedingly 
afflicted and tormented with the sense of it, that 
sometimes by passionate complaints and repre- 
sentations to the king, sometimes by more dutiful 
addresses and ex,postulations with the queen in 
bewailing his misfortune, he frequently exposed 
himself, and left his condition worse than it was 
before, and the ^claircissement commonly ended 
in the discovery of the persons from which he had 
received his most secret intelligence.' C 
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Vvoere si recti neacit, dUcede peritia. 

HoR.S.Ep.a.817. 

Leanito lire well, or fairly make your will. 

Pope. 

[ HAV£ already given my reader an account of a 
iet of merry fellows who are passing their sum- 
ner together in the country, being provided of a 
a^reat house, where there is not only a convenient 

A a2 
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apartment for every particular person, but a large 
infirmary for the reception of such ofthemasare 
any way indisposed or out of humour. Having 
lately received a letter from the secrets^ry of the 
society, by order of the whole fraternity, which 
acquaints me with their behaviour, during the 
last week, I shall here make a present of it to the 
•public. 

< MR. SPECTATOR, 

* We are glad to find that you approve the 
establishment which we have here made for the 
retrieving of good manners and agreeable conver- 
sation, and shall use our best endeavours so to im- 
prove ourselves in this our summer retirement, 
that we may next winter serve as patterns to the 
town. But to the end that this our institution may 
be no less advantageous to the public than to our- 
selves, we shall communicate to you one week of 
our proceedings, desiring you at the same time, 
if you see any thing faulty in them, to favour us 
with your admonitions ; for you must know, sir, 
that it has been proposed amongst us to choose 
you for our visitor ; to which I must further add, 
that one of the college having declared last week 
he did not like the Spectator of the day, and not 
being able to assign any just reasons for such dis- 
like, he was sent to the infirmary neinine contra- 
dicente. 

' On Monday the assembly was in very good 
humour having received some recruits of French 
claret that morning ; when unluckily, towards 
the middle of the dinner, one of the company 
swore at his servant in a very rough manner for 
having put too much water in his wine. Upon 
which the president of the day, who is always thp 
mouth of the company, after having convinced 
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of the impertinence of his passion, and the 
, he had made upon the company, ordered 
an /to take him from the ^ble, and convey 
.0 the infirmaiy. There was bat one more 
way that day ; this was a gentleman, who is 
ned by some persons one of the greatest 
and by others one of the greatest boobiesy 
town. This you will say is a strange char- 
; but what makes it stranger yet, is a very 
ne, for he is perpetually the reverse of him - 
>eing always merry or dull to excess. Wc 
ht him hither to divert us, which he did 
veil upon the road, having lavished awav as 
wit and laughter upon the l)ackney-coach- 
is might have served during his whole stay 
had it bQen duly managed. He had be^ 
sh for two or three days, but was so &r cdin- 
at, in hopes of recovery, that we dispatched 
fthe briskest fellows anK>ng the brother- 
into the infirmary for having told him at ta- 
5 was not merry. But our president obser- 
that he indulged himself in this long fit of 
[ity, and construing it as a contempt of the 
:e, ordered him to retire into the place pre- 
for such companions. He was no sooner 
to it, but his wit and mirth returned upon 
1 so violent a manner, that he shook the 
infirmary with the noise of it, and had so 
an effect upon the rest of the patients, 
ie brought them all out to dinner with him 
jxt day. 

1 Tuesday we were no sooner sat down, 
le of the company complained that his head 
; upon which another asked hira, in an iii- 
manncr, M'hat he did there then ? This in- 
ly grew into some warm words; so that 
•evident, in order to keep the peace, gave 



^76 SPECTATOR, Ko. 440 

directions to take them both from the table, and 
lodge them in the infirmary. Not long after, 
another of the company telling us he knew, by a 
pain in his shoulder, that we should have some 
rain, the president ordered him to be removed, 
and placed as a weather glass in the apartment 
above mentioned* 

< On Wednesday a gentlen&an, having received 
a letter written in a woman's hand, and changing 
colour twice or thrice as he read it, desired leave 
to retire into the infirmary. The president cwi- 
sented, but denied him the use of pen, ink, and 
paper, Ull such time as he had slept upon it. One 
of the company being seated at the lower end of 
the table, and dispovering his secret discontent, 
by finding fault with every dish that was served 
up, and refusing to laugh at any thing that was 
said, the president told him, that he found he was 
in an uneasy seat, and desired him to accommo- 
date himself better in the infirmary. After din- 
ner, a very honest fellow chanced to let a pun 
fall from him ; his neighbour cried out, " To the 
infirmary^;*' at the same time pretending to be 
sick at it, as having the same natural antipathy 
to a pun which some have to a cat. This pro- 
duced a long debate. Upon the. whole, the 
punster was acquitted, and his neighbour sent off. 

' On Thursday there was but one delinquent. 
This was a gentleman of strong voice, but weak 
understanding. He had unluckily engaged him- 
self in a dispute with a man of excellent sense, 
but of a modest elocution. The man of heat re- 
plied to every answer of his antagonist, with a 
louder note than ordinary, and only raised his 
voice when he should have enforced his argu- 
ment. Finding himself at length driven to an 
absurdity, he still reasoned in a more clamorous 
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uid confused manner ; and, to make the greater 
impi'ession upon his fearers, concluded with a 
loud thump upon the table. The president im- 
nediately ordered him to be carried off, and 
lieted with water-gruel, till such time- as he 
ihould be sufficiently weakened for conversation. 

* On Friday there passed very little remark- 
ible, saving only, that several petitions were read 
)f the persons in custody, desiring to be released 
rem their confinement, and vouching for one 
mother's good behaviour for the future. 

* On Saturday we received many excuses from 
»ersons who had found themselves in an unso- 
liable temper, and had voluntarily shut them- 
elves up. The infirmary was, indeed, never so 
all as on this day, which I was at some loss to 
x:count for, till, upon my going abroad, I ob- 
served that it was an easterly wind. The retire- 
rient of hiost of my friends has given me op- 
lortunity and leisure of writinjg you this letter, 
^hich i must not conclude without assuring you, 
hat all the members of our college, as well those 
irho are under confinement as those who are at 
iberty, are your very humble servants, though 
lone more than, 
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SU Jractut iUahtOur ofbU, 
Jmpamidutn ferient rtdna. 

HoR. SOd. iii.7. 

Should the whole frame of natare round him breaky 

In ruin and confusion hurl*d, 
He, aneonofern'd, would hear the mighty eraek. 

And stand secure amidst a falling world. 

Akok. 

Man, considered in himself, is a veiy helplei 
and a very wretched being. He is subject ctcp 
moment to the greatest calamities and miifai 
tunes. He is beset with dangers on all sides 
and may become unhappy by numberless casual 
ties, which he could not foresee, nor have pn 
vented had he foreseen them. 

It is our comfort, while we are obnoxious to • 
many accidents, that we are under the care o 
One who directs contingencies, and has in hi 
hands the management of every thing that is a 
pable of annoying or offending us ; who knov 
the assistance we stand in need of, and is alwif 
ready to bestow it on those who ask it of him. 

The natural homage which such a creajkin 
bears to so infinitely wise and good a Being, is a 
firm reliance on him for the blessings and conie 
niences of life, and an habitual trust in him kn 
deliverance out of all such dangers and difficvl 
ties as may befal us. 

The man who always lives in this dispositiono 
mind, has not the same dark and melancholy mv) 
of human nature, as he who considers himself ab 
stractedly from this relation to the Supreme B» 
log. At the same time that he reflects upon la 
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own weakness and imperfection, he comfiDrts 
Mmself with the contemplation of those divine 
attributes which are employed for his safety and 
his welfare. He finds his want of foresight made 
up by the Omniscience of Him who is his sup- 
port. ,He is not sensible of his own want of 
strength} when he knows that his helper is al- 
mighty. In short, the person who has a firm 
trust on the Supreme Being is powerful in His 
power, wise by His wisdom, happy by His hap< 
piness. He reaps the benefit of every divine at- 
tribute, and loses his own insufficiency in the ful- 
Qess of infinite perfection. 

To make our lives more easy to us, we are 
commanded to put our trust in Him, who is thus 
ftble to relieve and succour us ; the divine good- 
ness having made such reliance a duty, notwith- 
standing we should have been miserable had it 
been forbidden us. 

Among several motives which might be made 
Qse of to recommend this duty to us, I shall only 
lake notice of those that follow. 

The first and strongest is, that we are. pro- 
QQiscdy He will not fail those who put their trust 
LSI Him. 

But) without considering the supernatural bles- 
sing which accompanies this duty, we may ob- 
serve, that it has a natural tendency to its own rc- 
■vard, or, in other words, that this firm trust and 
£<iDfidence in the great Disposer of all things con- 
ivibutes tery much to the getting clear of any af- 
3.iction,or to the bearing it manfully. A person 
^rho believes he has his succour at hand, and that 
:^e acts in the sight of his friend, often exerts 
himself beyond his abilities, and does wonders 
•Xiatare not to be matched by one who is not ani- 
l^Ated with such a confidence of success. I could 
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produce instances from history, of generals, 
out of belief that they were under the prote< 
of some invisible assistant, did not only encou 
their soldiers to do their utmost, but have 8 
themselves beyond what they would have • 
had they not been inspired by such a belie 
might in the same manner show how such a i 
in the assistance of an Almighty Being natu 
produces patience, hope, cheerfulness, ant 
other dispositions of mind that alleviate t 
calamities which we are not able to remove. 

The practice of this virtue administers § 
comfort to the mind of man in times of pov 
and affliction, but most of all in the hour of d( 
When the soul is hovering in the last momen 
its separation, when it is just entering on ano 
state of existence, to converse with scenes, 
objects, and companions that are altoge 
new, — what can support her under such tr€ 
lings of thought, such fear, such anxiety, sucl 
prehensions, but the casting of all our cares i 
Him who first gave her being, who has condu 
her through one stage of it, and will be al^ 
with her, to guidejand comfort her in her prog 
through eternity. 

David has very beautifully represented 
steady reliance on God Ahuighty in his twc 
third psalm, which is a kind of a pustoral h] 
and filled with those allusions which are usu 
that kind of writing. As the poetry is ver) 
quisite, I shall present my reader with the 
lowing translation of it : 

* The Lord my pasture shall prepare. 
And feed me with a shepherd's care : 
His presence shall mj wants oupply^ 
And guard me with a watchful eye ; 
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My noon-day walks he shall attend. 
And aQ my midnight hours defend. 

II. 

* When in the soltry glehe I faint. 
Or on the thirsty mountain pant ; 
To fertile vales and dewy meads 
'M.J weary, waDd'ring steps he leads ; 
Where peaceful rivers, soft, and slow* , 
And the verdant landscape flow. 

III. 

* Though in the paths oi death I tread. 
With gloomy horrors overspread. 
My steadfast heart shall fear no ill. 
For thou, O Lord, art with me still ; 
Thy friendly crook shall give me aid. 
And guide me through the dreadful shadt. 

IV. 

' * Though in a bare and rugged way. 
Through devious, lonely wilds I stray. 
Thy bounty shall my pains beguile : 
The barren wilderniess shall smile 
With sudden greens and herbage crown'd. 
And streams shall mnrmor all around.* 
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Scribimua indocti docHque* 



Hon. 2 £p. i. 117, 
-Those who cannot write, and those who aaB« 



All rhyme and scrawl, and scribble to a map. 

Pope. 



3 not know whether I ei)ough explained my- 

to the world when I invited all men to be as* 

ant to me in this my work of speculation ^ for 

OL. VII. BB 
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I have not y6t acquainted my readers that, besides 
the letters and valuable hints I have from time to 
time received from my correspondents, I have by 
me several curious and Extraordinary papers sent 
with a design (as no one win doubt when they are 
published,) that they may be printed entire, and 
without any alteration^ by way of Spectator. I 
must acknowledge also, that I myself being the 
first projector of the paper, thought I had a right 
to make them my own, by dressing them in my 
own style, by leaving; out what would not appear 
like mine, and by adding whatever might be pro- 
per to adapt them to the character and genit^s of 
my paper, with which it was almost impossible 
these could exactly correspond, it being certain 
that hardly two men think alike; and, there* 
fore, so many men, so many Spectators. Besides, 
I must own my weakness for glory is such, that, 
if I consulted that only, I might be so far swayed 
by it, as almost to wish that no one could write a 
Spectator besides myself; nor can I deny but, 
upon the first perusal of those papers, I felt some 
secret inclinations of ill-will towards the pei*sons 
who wrote them. This was the impression 1 had 
upon the first reading them ; but upon a late re- 
view (more for the sake of entertainment than 
use), regarding them with another eye than I had 
done at first (for by converting them as well^as I 
could to my own use, I thought I had utterly dis- 
abled them from ever offending me again as Spec- 
tators), I found myself moved by a pafision very 
different from that of envy; sensibly touched 
with pity, the softest and most generous of all 
passidhs, When I reflected what a cruel disap- 
pointment the neglect of those papers must needs 
have been to the writers who impatiently longed 
to see them appear in print, and who, no doubt> 
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triumphed to^themselves in the hopes of having 
a Bhare with me in the applause of the public ; a 
pleasure so great, that none but those who have 
experienced it can have a sense of it. In this 
manner of viewing those papers, I really found I 
had not done them justice, Uiere being something 
so extremely natural and peculiarly good in some 
of them, that I will appeal to the world whether 
it was possible to alter a word in them without 
•doing them a manifest hurt and violepce ; and 
whether they can ever appear rightly, and as they 
ought, but in their own native dress and colours. 
And therefore I think I should not only wrong 
them, but deprive the world of a considerable sa- 
tisfaction, should I any longer delay the making 
them public. 

After I have published a few of these Specta- 
tors, I doubt not but I shall find the success of 
them to equal, if not surpass, that of the best of 
my own. An author should take all methods to 
humble himself in the opinion he has of his own 
performances. When these papers appear to the 
vorld, I doubt not but they will be followed by 
inany others; and I shall not repine, though I 
myself shall have left me but a very few days to 
appear in public : but preferring the general weal 
and advantage to any consideration of myself, I 
am resolved for the future to publish any Specta- 
tor that deserves it entire, and without any altera- 
tion ; assuring the world (if there can be need of 
it) that it is none of mine, and if the authors think 
£t to subscribe their names, I will add them. 

I think the best way of promoting this gener- 
ous and useful design, will be by giving out sub- 
jects or themes of all kinds whatsoever, on which 
(with a preamble of the extraordinary benefit and 
ii^vantage that may accrue thereby to the public) 
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I will invite all manner of persons^ whether scho- 
lars, cidzens, courtiers, gentlemen of the town or 
country, and all beaus, rakes^ smarts, prudes, co- 
quettes, housewives, and all sorts of wits, whether 
male or female, and however distinguished, whe- 
ther they be true wits, whole or half wits, or 
whether arch, dry, natural, acquired, genuine, or 
depraved wits ; and persons of all sorts of tempers 
and complexions, whether the severe, the delight- 
ful, the impertinent, the agreeable, the thoughtful, 
the busy or careless, the. serene or cloudy, jovial 
or melancholy, untowardly or easy, the cold^ tem- 
perate, or sanguine ; and of what manners or dis- 
positions soever,whethcr the ambitious or humble- 
minded, the proud or pitiful, ingenuous or base- 
minded, good or ill-natured, public-spirited or 
selfish ; and under what fortune or circumstance 
soever, whether the contented or miserable, happy 
or unfortunate, high or low, rich or poor (whether 
so through want of money, or desire of more), 
healthy or sickly, married or single ; nay, whether 
tall or short, fat or lean ; and of what trade, occu- 
pation, profession, station, country, faction, party, 
persuasion, quality, age, or condition soever; 
who have ever made thinking a part of their busi- 
ness or diversion, and have any thing worthy to 
impart on these subjects to the world according 
to their several and respective talents or geniuses ; 
iind, as the subjects given out hit their tempers, 
humours, or circumstances, or maybe made pro- 
fitable to the public by their particular knowledge 
or experience in the matter proposed, to do their 
utmost on them by such a time, to the end they 
may receive the inexpressible and irresistible 
pleasure of seeing their essays allowed of and re- 
lished by the rest of mankind. 
I will not prepossess \]|[ie x^^dftT ^Ith too ^^at 



expectation ef tkecKtraordinaiy advantages which 
most rfedound to the public by these essays, when 
the different thoughts and observations of all sorts 
<of persons, according to their quality, age, sex, 
education, professions, humours, manners, and 
conditions, kc. shall be set out by themselves in 
the clearest and most genuine light, and as thejr 
themselves would wish to have them appear to the 
world. 

The thesis proposed for the present exercise 
of the adventurers to write Spectators, is Money; 
<m which subject- all persons are desired to send 
in their thoughts within ten days after the date 
hereof. T. 
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Suhlatam ex ^cuUa qtuBrimua invidi. 

IloR. 3 Od. xxiv. 35. 

^natoh^d from our si^ht, we eagerly pursue. 
And fondly would recall her to our view. 

CAMILLA* TO THE'SPECTATOn. 

^ MR. SPECTATOR, Venice, July 10, N. fiK 

* I TAKE it extremely ill, that you do not 
reckon conspicuous persons of your nation arc 
within your cognizanbe, though out of the domi- 
nions of Great Britain. I little thought, in the 
green years of my life, that I should ever call it 
an happiness to be out of dear England ; but as I 

• Mrt. Tofts, who played the part of CanulUlDL^XsA^^^'^^ 
of that name. 

BB 2 
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grew to woman, I 'found myself less acceptable in 
proportion to the increase of my merit, " Their 
ears in Italy are so differently formed from the 
make of yours in Eng^land, that I never come 
upon the stage, but a general satisfaction appears 
in every countenance of the whole people. When 
I dwell upon a note, I behold all the mea accompa- 
nying me with heads inclining, an^ falling of their 
persons on one sid^e, as dying away with me. The 
women too do justice to my merit, and no ill- 
natured worthless creature cries, " The vain 
thing,*' when I am rapt up in the performance of 
my part, and sensibly touched with the effect my 
voice has upon all who hear me. I live here dis- 
tinguished as one whom nature has been liberal 
to in a graceful person, and exalted mien, and 
heavenly voice. These particularities in this 
strange country are arguments for respect and 
generosity to her who is possessed of them. The 
Italians sec a thousand beauties I am sensible I 
have no pretence to, and abundantly make up to 
me the injustice I received in my own country, of 
disallowing me what I really had. The humour 
of hissing, which you have among you, I do not 
know any thing of; and their applauses are utter- 
ed in sighs, and bearing a part at the cadences 
of voice with the persons who are performing. 
I am often put in mind of those complaisant lines 
of my own countryman,* when he is calling all bis 
faculties together to hear Arabella. 

" Let all be hashed, each softest motion eeasa. 

Be ev'ry loud tumultuous thought at peace ; 

And evVy ruder gasp of breath 

Be calm, as in the arms of death : 

And thou, most fickle, most uneasy part. 

Thou restless wanderer, my heart. 
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Be still ; gently, ah ! gentiy leave^ 

Thoa hvksj, idle thing, to heave : 

Stir not a pulse ; and let my blood, 

Tkat turbulent, unruly flood, , ^ 

Be softly staid : 
Let me be lul, but my attention, deild." 

"the whole city of Venice is as still when I am 
singing a^s this polite hearer was to Mrs. Hunt. 
But \^hen they break that silenc^j did you know 
the pleasure I am in, when every man utters his 
applauses, by calling me aloud, " The Dear Crea- 
ture ! The Angel ! The Venus ! What attitudes 
^he moves with ! — Hush, she sihgs again !** We 
have no bpisterous wits who dare disturb an au- 
dience, and break the public peace merely to 
show they dare. Mr. Spectator, I write this to 
you thus in haste, to tell you 1 am so very much 
at ease here, that I know nothing but joy ; and I 
will not return, but leave you in England to hiss 
all merit of your own growth off the stage. I 
know, sir, you were always my adniirer, and there- 
fore I am yours, Camilla. 

* p. S. I am ten times better dressed than ever 
I was in England.' 

^ MR. SPECTATOR, 

* The project in yours of the 1 1th instant, 
of furthering the correspondence and knowledge 
of that considerable part of mankind, the trading 
world, cannot but be highly commendable. Good 
lectures to young traders may have very good ef- 
fects on their conduct : but beware you propagate 
no false notions of trade : let none of your corres- 
pondents impose on the world by putting forth 
base methods in a good light, and glazing them 
over with improper terms. 1 YfowVdi V\a.\^ '\sa 
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means of profit set for copies to others, but such 
as are laudable iii themseiyes. Let not noise be 
called industry, nor impudence courage. Let 
not good fortune be imposed on the world for 
good management, nor porerty b^ called folly ; 
impute not always bankruptcy to extravagance, 
«or an estate to foresight. Niggardliness is not 
good husbandry, nor generosity profusion. 

*■ Honestus is a well-meaning and judicious 
trader, hath substantial g6ods, and trades with his 
own ^tock, husbands his money to the best advan- 
tage, without taking all the advantages of the ne- 
cessities of his workmen, or grinding the &ce of 
the poor. Fortunatus is stocked with ignorance, 
and consequently with self-opinion ; the quality 
of his goods cannot but be suitable to that of his 
judgment. Honestus pleases discerning people, 
and keeps their custom by good usage ; makes 
modest profit by modest means, to the decent 
support of his family : while Fortunatus, bluster- 
ing always, pushes on, promising much and per- 
forming little ; with obsequiousness offensive to 
people of sense, strikes at all, catches much 
the greater part, and raises a considerable for- 
tune by imposition on others, to the discourage- 
ment and ruin of those who trade fair, in the same 
way. 

' I give here but loose hints, and beg you to be 
very circumspect in the province you have now 
undertaken : if you perform it successfully, it 
will be a very great good ; for nothing is more 
wanting than that mechanic industry were set 
forth with the freedom and greatness of mind 
which ought always to accompany a man of a 
liberal education. 

Your humble servant, 

Frota my aho^ nuder R, (J/ 

Ihe Koyal-Exchange 3\)\y V\. 
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* MR. SPECTATOR, J«^y 24, 1712. 

'Notwithstanding the repeated cen- 
sures that your spectatorial wisdom has passed 
upon people more remarkable for impudence than 
wit, there are yet some remaining, who pass with 
the giddy part of mankind for sufficient sharers of 
the latter, who have nothing but the former qua- 
lification to recommend them. Another timely 
animadversion is absolutely necessary : be pleased, 
therefore, onjce for all, to let these gentlemen 
know, that there is neither mirth nor good-humour 
in hooting a young fellow out of countenance ; 
nor that it wiU ever constitute a wit, to conclude 
a tart piece of buffoonery with a " What makes 
you blush ?" Pray please to inform them again, 
that to speak what they know is shocking, pro* 
ceeds from ill-nature ai^d sterility of brain ; es- 
pecially when the subject will not admit of raille- 
ry, and their discourse has no pretension to satire 
but what is in their design to disoblige. I should 
be very glad too if you would take notice, that a 
daily repetition of the same overbearing insolepce 
is yet more 'insupportable, and a confirmation 
of very extraordinary dulness. The sudden pub- 
lication of this may have an effect upon a noto- 
rious ofiender of this kind, whose reformation 
would redound very mueh to the satisfaction and 
quiet of 

Your most humble servant, 
T. F. B/ 
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Parhiriunt montea 

. Ho a. Ars Poet v. 139 
The mountain labours.* 

It gives me much despair in the design of refon 
ing the \vorld by my speculations, when I fii 
there always arise, from one generation to anoth< 
successive cheats and bubbles, as naturally 
beasts of prey, and those which are to be the 
food. There is hardly a man in the world oi 
would think, so ignorant, as not to luiow that t 
ordinary quack-doctors, who publish their gn 
abilities in little brown billets, distributed to 
that pass by, are to a man impostors and murdi 
ers ; yet such is the credulity of the vulgar, « 
the impudence of those professors, that the affi 
still goes on, and new promises, of what was nev 
done before, are made every day. What aggi 
vates the jest is that even this promise has bee 
made as long as the memory of man can trace 
yet nothing performed, and yet still prevails, i 
I was passing along to-day, a paper given in 
my hand by a fellow without a nose, tells us 
follows what good news is come to town, 
wit, that there is now a certain cure for t1 
French disease, by a gentleman just come fro 
his travcls.-i* 

< In Russcl-court, over-against the Cannon-ba 
at the Surgeon's-axms in Drury-lane, is late 

• Former raotto : 

Quid di^num tantoferet fUc premuaer hiatu. Hon. 

Great ovy and V\\.tX« \t wA. '^Ykc^\«\^vi P clq v k a b 
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come from his travels, a surgeon who hath prac- 
tised s\irgery and physic both by sea and land, 
these twenty-four years. He (by the blessing) 
cures the yellow jaundice, green-sickness, scurvy, 
dropsy, surfeits, long sea-voys^es, campaigns, and 
women^s miscarriages, lying-in, &e. as some peo- 
ple that has been lame these thirty years can tes- 
tify ; in ^ort, he cureth all diseases incident to 
men, women, or children.' 

If a man could be so indolent as to look upon 
this havoc of the human species, which is made 
by vice and ignorance, it would be a good ridicu- 
lous work to comment upon the declaration of 
this accomplished traveller. There is something 
unaccountably taking among the vulgar in those 
who come from a great way off. Ignorant people 
of quality, as many there are of such, doat exces- 
sively this way ; many instances of which every 
man will suggest to himself, without my enu- 
meration of them. The ignorants of lower order, 
who cannot, like the upper ones, be profuse of 
their money to those recommended by coming 
from a distance, are no less complaisant thiin the 
others, for they venture their lives from the same 
admiration. 

* The doctor is lately come from his travels,* 
and has < practised both by sea and land,' and there- 
fore cures ' the green-sickness, long sea- voyages, 
campaigns, and lyings-in.' Both by sea and land ! 
—I will not answer for the distempers called sea- 
voyages and campaigns : but I dare say those of 
green-sickness and lying-in might be as well taken 
care of if "the doctor staid ashore. But the art of 
managing mankind is only to make them stare a 
little, to keep up their astonishment, to let nothing 
be familiar to thexDf but ever Yvave soxci^xXslw^ m 
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their sleeve, in which they must think yoa are 
deeper than they are. There is an ingenious fel- 
low,, a barber of my acquaintance, whoy besides 
his broken fiddle and a dried sea-monster, has a 
twine-cord, strained with two nails at each end, 
over his window, and the words ^ rainy, dry, wet,' 
and so forth, written to denote the weather, ac- 
cording to the rising or falling of the cord. We 
very great scholars are not apt to wonder at this: 
but I observed a very honest fellow, a chance cus- 
tomer, who sat in the chair before me to be shav- 
ed, fix his eye upon this miraculous performance 
during the operation upon his chin and face. 
When those and his head also were cleared of all 
incumbrances and cxcrcsccnses, he looked at the 
£sh, then at the fiddle, slill grubbing in his pock- 
ets, and casting his eye ag^n at the twine, and the 
words writ on each side ; then altered his mind as 
to farthings, and gave my friend a silver sixpence. 
The business, as I said, is to keep up the amaze- 
ment ; and, if my friend had had only the skeleton 
and kit, he must have been contented with a less 
payment. But the doctor we were talking of adds 
to his long voyages the testimony of some peoplf 
* that has been thirty years lame.' When I vt 
ccived my paper, a sagacious fellow took one •' 
the same time, and read till he came to the thir 
years' confinement of his friends, and went < 
very well convinced of the doctor's sufRciem 
You have many of those prodigious persons, i« 
have had some extraordinary accident at th 
birth, or a great disaster in some part of tl 
lives. Any thing, however foreign from the 
sinessthe people want of you, will convince t; 
of your ability in that you profess. There 
doctor in Mouse -alley, near Wapping, who 
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up for curing cataracts, upon the credit of havingy 
as his bill sets forth, lost an eye in the emperor'a 
service. His patients come in upon this, and he 
shows his muster-roll, which confirms that he wa^ 
in his imperial majesty's troops ; and he puts out 
their eyes with great success. Who would be- 
lieve that a man should be a doctor for the cure o^ 
bursten children, by declaring that his father and 
^rand&ther were both bursten? But Charles 
Ingostlon, next door to the Harp, in Barbicant 
has made a pretty penny by that asseveration. 
The generality go upon their first conception* 
and think no further; all the rest is granted. 
They take it, that there is something uncommon 
in yott, and give you credit for the rest. You 
may be sure it is upon tha^I g^, when sometimes^ 
let it be to the purpose or not, I keep a Latin sen- 
tence in my front ; and I was not a little pleased^ 
when I observed one of my readers say, casting 
fais eye upon my twentieth paper, ^ More^ Latin 
still ? What a prodigious scholar is this man I' 
But as I have taken much liberty with this learn* 
ed doctor, I must take up all I have said by repeat- 
big what he seems to be in earnest in, and honest- 
ly promises to those who wiU not receive him as 
flCt^eat man — ^to wit, that from eight to twelve, 
tf&d from two to six, he attends, for the good cyf 
the public, to blee^ fbr^ three pence/ 

T. 
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No. 445, THURSDAY, JULY 51, 1712, 



Tanti non ea, ait, Sapis, Luperce. 

Mart. Epig. t US. 

Tou say, Ijupercus, what I write 

I'n*t worth so much : yoa're in the right. 

Tnis is the day on which many eminent authors 
will probably publish their last words. I am 
afraid that few of our weekly historians, who are 
men that above all others delight in war, will be 
able to subsist under the weight of a stamp*, and 
an approaching peace. A sheet of blank paper 
that must have this new imprimatur clapt upon i^ 
before it is qualified to communicate any thii^ to 
the public, will make its way in the world but 
very heavily. In short, the necessity of carrjing 
a stamp, and the improbability of nodfying a 
bloody battle, will, I am afraid, both concur to 
the sinking of those thin folios, which have every 
other day retailed to us the history of Europe for 
several years last past. A facetious friend of 
mine, who loves a pun, calls this present mortality 
among authors, < The fall of the leaf.' 

I remember, upon Mr. Baxter's death, there 
was published a sheet of very good sayings, in- 
scribed, ' The last words of Mr. Baxter.' The 
title sold so great a number of these papers, that 
about a week after there came out a second sheet, 

* Aug. Ij 1712, the sUmp-duty here aUoded to took plaoe^ 
and every single hal^ sheet paid a half-penny to the qaeen. 
* }f uve you seen the red stamp ? Mcthinks the ttamping is 
v.m-^M a half-penny. The Obscrvator is fallen : die Medleji 
ajt' iuir.blcd K^ether with the Flying-Post: the ** * " '" 
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Inscribed, * More last words of Mr. Baxter.' In 
die same manner I have reason to think, that 
several ingenious writers, who have taken their 
leave of the public, in farewell papers, will not 
give over so, but intend to appear again, though 
perhaps under another form, and with a different 
title. Be that as it will, it is my business, in this 
place, to give an account of my own intentions, 
and to acquaint my reader with the motives by 
which I act, in this great crisis of the republic of 

' letters. / 

• I have. been long debating in my own heart, 
whether I should throw up my pen, as an author 
that is cashiered by the act of parliament which is 
to operate within this four and twenty hours, oi* 
whether I should still persist in laying my specu- 
lations, from day to day, before the public. The 

- argument which prevails with me most on the 
first side of the question is, that I am informed by 
my bookseller he must raise the price of every 
single paper to two-pence; or that he shall not be 
able to pay the duty of it. Now as I am very 
desirous my readers should have their learning as 
cheap as possible, it is with great dilHculty that I 
comply with him in this particular. 

However, upon laying my reasons together in 
the balance, I find that those who plead for the con- 
tinuance of this work have much the greater 
weight. For, in the first place, in recompense for 
the expense to which this will put my readers, it 
is to be hoped they may receive from every paper 
so much instruction as will be a veiy good equiva- 
lent. And, in order to this, I would not advise 
any one to take it in, who, after the perusal of it, 
does not find himself two-pence the wiser or the 
better man for it, or who, upon examination, does 
not t>e!ieve that he has had two-petvxv^ viot^ ^^ 

mirth or instruction for his money. 
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But I must confess there is another xnotife 
which prevails with me more than the- former. .1 
consider that the tax on paper was given for tlio 
support of the government ; and, as I baye ene- 
mies who are apt to pervert every thing } do or 
saj9 1 fear they would ascribe the laying down my 
paper, on such an occasion, to a spirit of malcon- 
tentedness, which I am. resolved none shall ever 
justly upbraid me with. No, I shall glory in con- 
tributing my utmost to the public weal ; and, if 
my country receives five or six pounds a-day by 
my labours, I shall be very well pleased to find 
myself so useful a member. It is a rec^ved 
maxim, that no honest man should enrich himseU 
by methods that are prejudicial to the communis 
in which he lives ; and by the same rule I t)ii|ik 
we may pronounce the person to deserve very 
well of his countrymen, whose labours bring 
more into the public coffers than into his own 
pocket. 

Since I have mentioned the word enemies, I 
must explain myself so far as to acquaint my rea- 
der, that I mean only the insignificant party sea- 
lots on both sides; men of such poor narrow 
souls, that they are not capable of thinking on 
any thing but with an eye to whig or tory. Dur- 
ing tlie course of this paper, I have been accused 
by these despicable wretches of trimming, time- 
serving personal reflection, secret satire, and the 
like. Now, though in these my compositions it 
is visible to any reader of common sense that I 
consider nothing but my subject, which is always 
of an indifferent nature, how is it possible for me 
to write so clear of party, as not to lie open to the 
censures of those who will be applying every Kn- 
tence, and finding out persons and things in ^ 
which it has no x^gaxd \o \ 
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Several paltry scribblers and declaimers have 
done me the honour to be dull upon me in re- 
flections of this nature ; but, notwithstanding 
my name has been sometimes traduced by this 
contemptible tribe of men, I have hitherto avoid- 
ed all animadversions upon them. The truth of 
it is, I am afraid of making them appear con- 
siderable by taking notice of them; for they are 
like those imperceptible insects which are disco- 
vered by the microscope, and cannot be made the 
subject of observation without being magnified. 

Having mentioned those few who have shown 
themselves the enemies of this paper, I should 
be very ungrateful to the public, did I not at the 
same time testify my gratitude to those who are 
its friends, in which number I may reckon many 
of the most distinguished persons, of all condi- 
tions, parties, and professions, in the isle of Great 
Britain: I am not so vain as to think approbation 
is so much due to the perfoi'mance as to the de- 
sign. There is, and ever will be, justice enough 
in the world to afford patronage and protection for 
those who endeavour to advance truth and vir- 
tue, without regard to the passions and prejudi- 
ces of any particular cause or faction. If I have ' 
any other merit in me, it is that I have new 
pointed all the batteries of ridicule. They have 
belen generally planted against pi'rsons who have 
appeared serious rather than absurd : or at best, 
have aimed rather at what is unfashionable than 
what is vicious. For my own part, I have en- 
deavoured to make nothing ridiculous that is not 
in some measure criminal. I have set up the 
immoral man "as the object of deiision. In short, 
if I have not formed a new weapon against vice 
9nd irreligioD, I have at least shown how that 

(;c 2 
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weapon may be put to a n^ht use) whkh has so 
often fought the battles of unpiety and profiuie- 
ness. V C. 
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Qtijj deceat, quid mm ; gud virtUB, qud Jerat errvr. 

Hob. An Poet. ▼. 90a 

What fit* wkat not ; what exoellent, or iH. 

ROSCOXMOV. 

Since two or three writers of comedy, who are 
now living, have taken their fBurewell of the ata^, 
those who succeed them, finding themselves m- 
capable of rising up ^o their wit, humour, and good 
sense, have only imitated them in some of those 
loose unguarded strokes, in* which they com]died 
with the corrupt taste of the more vicious part of 
their audience. When persons of a low gemus 
attempt this kind of writing, they know no dif- 
ference between being merry and being lewd. 
It is with an eye to some of these degenerate 
compositions that 1 have written the foUowing 
discourse. 

Were our English stage but half so mtuoos 
as that of the Greeks or Romans, we should 
quickly see the influence of it in the behaviour of 
all the politer part of mankind. It would aoi be 
fashionable to ridicule religion, or its profeaaois; 
the man of pleasure would not be the compicto 
gentleman ; vanity would be out of countenance; 
and every quality which is ornamental ta hiunaa 
nature would meetirith that esteem wUchis due 
to it. 
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If the English stage were under the same re- 
gulations the Athenian wa^ formerly) it would 
have the same effect that had) in recommending 
the religion, the government, and public worship 
of its country. Were our plays subject to pro- 
per inspections and limitations, we might not only' 
pass away several of our vacant hours in the 
highest entertainment^, but sliould always rise 
from them wiser and better than we sat down to 
them. 

It is one of the most unaccountable things in 
our age, that the lewdness of our theatre should 
be so much complained of, so well exposed, and 
so little redressed. It is to be hoped, that some 
time or other we may be at leisure to restrain the 
licentiousness of the theatre, and make it contri- 
bute its assistance to the advancement of moral- 
ity, and to the reformation of the age. As matters 
stimd at present, multitudes are shut out from 
this noble diversion, by reason of those abuses 
and corruptions that accompany it. A father is 
often afraid that his daughter should be ruined by 
those entertainments, which were invented for 
the accomplishment and refining of human na- 
ture. The Athenian and Roman plays were writ- 
tea with such a regard to morality, that Socrates 
used to frequent the one, and Cicero the other. 

It h^>pened once, indeed, th^t Cato dropped 
, into the Roman theatre when the Floralia were 
to be represented ; and as, in that performance, 
which was a kind of religious eeremony, there 
were several indecent parts to be acted, the peo- 
ple refused to see them whilst Cato was {H'esent. 
Martial, on this hint, made the following epigram, 
which we must suppose was applied to some 
grave friend of his, that Imd been accidentally 
present at some such eaUrUioxsi^^v% 
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' JVosaet jocoia duke ci^nk sacrum Flora, 
Festoague luaua, et Ucentiam vulgi. 
Cur in theatnun, Cato severe, venisH? 
An ideo tantHtn veneras, ut exires ? 

' Why dost: thou come, g^at censor of thy age^ 
I'o seq the loose diversions of the stage \ 
With awful coantenance, and brow severe. 
What in the name of goodness dost thou here? * 
See the mixt crowd ! bow giddy, lewd, and yain! 
Didst thou come in but to go out again? 

An accident of this nature might happen once 
in an age among the Greeks and Romans ; but 
they were too wise and good to let the constant 
nightly entertainment be of such a nature^ that 
people of the most sense and virtue could not be 
at it. Whatever vices are represented upon the 
stage, they ought to be so marked and branded 
by the poet, as not to appear either laudable, or 
amiable in the person, who is tainted with them. 
But if we look into the English comedies above 
mentioned, we would think they were formed 
upon a quite contrary maxim, and that this rule, 
though it held good upon the heathen stage, was 
not to be regarded in Christian theatres. There 
is another rule likewise, which was observed bv 
authors of antiquity, and which these modem ge- 
niuses have no regard to, and that was, never to 
choose an improper subject for ridicule. Nov 
a subject is improper for ridicule, if it is apt to 
stir up horror and commiseration rather than 
laughter. For this reason, we do not find any 
comedy, in so polite an author as TcrencC) ndsed 
upon the violations of the marriage-bed. The 
falsehood of the wife or husband has given occa- 
sion to noble tragedies ; but a Scipio and Lelius 
would have looked upon incest or murder to have 
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been as proper subjects for comedy. On the con- 
trary cuckoldom is the ba^ of most of our modern 
plays. If an alderman appears upon the stage, 
you may be sure it is in order to be cuckolded. 
An husband that is a little grave or elderly ge» 
ntodly meets with the same fate. Knights and 
baronets, country squires, and justices of the 
quorum^, come up to town ifor nq other purpose. 
I have seen poor Dogg^t cuckolded in all these 
capacities. In short, our English writers are as 
frequently severe upon this innocent unhappy 
creature, commonly known by the name of a 
cuckold, as the ancient comic writers were upon 
an eating parasite, or a vain-glorious soldier. 

At the same time the poet so contrives mat- 
ters, that the two criminals are the &vourites of 
the audience. We sit still, and wish well to them 
through the whole play, are pleased when they 
m^t with proper opportunities, and o\U of hu- 
mour when they are disappointed. The truth of 
it is, the accomplished gentleman upon the Eng- 
lish stage, is the person that is familiar with 
other men's wives, and indifferent to his own ; as 
the fine woman is generally a composition of 
aprightliness and falsehood. I do not know whe- 
ther it proceeds from barrenness of invention, de- 
pravation of manners, or ignorance of mankind, 
but I have often wondered that our ordinary poets 
cannot frame to themselves the idea of a fine man 
who is not a whore-master, or a fine woman that 
is not a jilt. 

I have sometimes thought of compiling a sys- 
tem of ethics out of the writings of those corrupt 
poets under the title of Stage Morality. But I 
have been diverted from this tliought by a pro- 
ject which has been executed by an ingenious 
gentleman of ray acquaintance. H.^ >aa.^ c^s«^- 
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posed, it seems, the histoiy of a young fellow whc 
has taken all his nodons of the world from the 
stage, and who has directed himself in every cir 
cumstance of his life and conversation, by the 
maxims and examples of the fine gentleman is 
English comedies. If I can prevail upon him tc 
give me a copy of this new fashioned novel, I will 
bestow on it a place in my works, and questkn 
not but it may have as good an effect upon the 
drama as Don Quixote had upon romance. 

C. 
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Long exercise, my friend, inures the mind ; 
And what we once disUl^'d, we pleasing find. 

There is not a common sajdng which has a bet* 
ter turn of sense in it, than what we often hear ii 
the mouths of the vulgar, that ^ custom is a a& 
cond nature.' It is indeed able to form the mai 
anew, and to give him inclinations and capacitiei 
altogether different from those he was bom mth 
Dr. Plot, in his History of Staffordshire, tells at 
of an idiot that, chancing to live within the scum 
of a clock, and always amusing himself witl 
counting the hour of the day whenever the clod 
struck, the clock being spoiled by accident, Xhn 
idiot continued to strike and count the hour with< 
out the help of it, in the same manner as he hac 
done when it was entire. Though I dare ntv 
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vouch for the truth of this story, it is very certaui 
that custom has a mechanical effect upon the 
bodv at the same time that it has a very extra- 
ordmary influence upon the mind. 

I shall in this paper consider one very remark- 
able effect which custom has upon human nature^ 
and which, if rightly observed, may lead us into 
very useful rules of life. What I shall here take 
notice of in custom, is its wonderful efficacy in 
making every thing pleasant to us. A person 
who is addicted to play or gaming, though he 
took but little delight in it at first, by degrees 
contracts so strong an inclination towards it, and 
gives himself up so entirely to it, that it seems 
the only end of his being. The love of a retired 
or busy life will grow upon a man insensibly, as 
he is conversant in the one or the other, till he is 
utterly unqualified for relishing that to which he 
has been for some time disused. Nay, a'man 
may smoke, or drink, or take snuff till he is un- 
able to pass away his time without it ; not to 
mention how our delight in any particular study, 
art, or science, rises and improves, in proportion 
to the application which we bestow upon it. 
Thus, what was at first an exercise, becomes at 
length an entertainment. Our employments are 
changed into our diversions. The mind grows 
f((UDd of those actions she is accustomed to, and is 
drawn with reluctancy from those paths in which 
she has been used to walk. 

Not only such actions as were at first indiffer- 
ent to us, but even such as are painful, will by 
cuatom and practice become pleasant. Sir 
Fr^cis Bacon observes, in his natural philosophy, 
that our taste is never pleased better than with 
those things which at first created disgust in it. 
He gives particular instances, of claret, coffee, 
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and other liquors, which the palate seldom ap- 
proves u]>on the first taste ; but, when it has once 
^t a relish of them, generally retains it for life. 
The mind is constituted after the satae manner, 
and, after having habituated herself to anj par- 
ticular exercise or employment, not only loses 
her first aversion towards it, but conceives a cer- 
tmn fondness and affection for it. I have heard 
one of the greatest geniuses this age has pro- 
duced,* who had been tradned up in tdl the polite 
studies of antiquity, assure me, upon his bein; 
obliged to search into several rolls and records, 
that notwithstanding such an employment was at 
first very dry and irksome to him, he at last took 
an incredible pleasure in it, ai>d preferred it even | 
to the reading of Virgil or Cicero. The reader 
will observe, that I have not here considered cus- 
tom as it makes things easy, but as it renders 
them delightful ; and though others have often 
made the same reflections, it is possible they may 
not have drawn those uses from it, with wluch I 
intend to fill the remaining part of this paper. 

If we consider attentively this property crf'ba- i 
man mature, it may instruct us in very fine mortl- 
ities. In the first place, I would have no man (fis 
couraged with that kind of life, or series of ac 
tion, in which the choice of others, or his own ne 
cessities, may have engaged him. It may per 



haps be very disagreeable to him at first ; but use 
and application will ceitainly render it not only 
less painful, but pleasing and sads&ctory. 

In the second place, I would recommend to 
every one that admirable precept which Pychip 
goras is said to have given to his disciples9 and 
which that philosopher must have drawn from the 

* Dr, Atterbary. 
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observation I have enlarged upon, Ofitimum 
rrita genus eligito^ nam conauetudo faciei jucun* 
disaimum ; < Pitch upon that course of life virhich 
is the most excellent, and custom will render it 
the most delightful.' Men, whose circumstances 
-vrill permit them to choose their own way of life, 
are inexcusable if they do not pursue that which 
their judgment tells them is the most laudable. 
The voice of reason is more to be regarded than 
the bent of any present inclination, since, by the 
rule above mentioned, inclination will at length 
come over to reason, though we can never force 
reason to comply with inclination. 

In the third place, this observation may teach 
the most sensual and irreligious man to overlook 
those hardships and difficulties which are apt to 
discourage him from the prosecution of a virtu- 
ous life. < The gods,' said Hesiod, < have placed 
labour before virtue ; the way to her is at first 
rough and difficult, but grows more smooth and 
easy the further you advance in it.' The mati 
who proceeds in it with steadiness and resolution, 
•will in a little time find that ' her ways are ways 
of pleasantness, and that all her paths are peace.' 

To enforce this consideration, we may further 
observe, that the practice of religion will not only 
be attended with that pleasure which naturally 
accompanies those actions to which we are habi- 
tuated, but with those supernumerary joys of heart 
that rise from the consciousness of such a plea- 
sure, from the satisfaction of acting up to the dic- 
tates of reason, and from the prospect of an hap- 
py immortality. 

In the fourth place, we may learn from this ob« 
servation, which we have made on the mind of 
man, to take particular care, when we are once 
settled in a regular course of life^ how we too fre* 

VOL. VII. DD , 
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quently indulge ourselyes in any the most in- 
nocent diversions and entertainments ; since the 
mind may insensibly fall off from the relish of vir- 
tuous actions, and, by degrees, exchange that 
pleasure which it takes in the performance of its 
duty, for delights of a much more inferior and 
unprofitable nature. 

• The last use which I shall make of this remarii- 
able property in human nature, of being delighted 
with those actions to which it is accustomed, is to 
show how absolutely necessary it is for us to gam 
habits of virtue in this life, if we would enjoy the 
pleasures of the next. The state •f bliss we call 
heaven will not be capable of affecting those 
minds which are not thus qualified for it ; we must, 
in this world gain a relish of truth and virtue, if 
we would be able to taste that knowledge and 
perfection, which are to make us happy in the 
next. The seeds of those spiritual joys and rap* 
tures, which ^re to rise up and flourish in the 
soul to all eternity, must be planted in her during 
this her present state of probation. In short, 
heaven is not to be looked upon only as the re- 
ward, but as tlie natural effect of a religious life. 
On the other hand, those evil spirits, who by 
long custom, have contracted in the body habus 
of lust and sensuality, malice and revenge) and 
aversion to every thing that is good, just or lauda- 
ble, are naturally seasoned and prepared for psdn 
and misery. Their torments have already taken 
root in them ; they cannot be happy when divest- 
ed of the body, unless we may suppose, that Pro- 
vidence will in a manner create them anew, and 
work a miracle in the rectification of their faculties. 
They may, indeed, taste a kind of malignant plea- 
sure in those actions to which they are accustom- 
ed, whilst in this life ; but when thev are removed 
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from all those objects which are here apt to grati- 
fy them, they will naturally become their own tor- 
mentors, and cherish in themselves those painful 
habits of mind which are called in scripture 
phrase, ' the worm which never dies/ This no- 
tion of heaven and hell is so very conformable to 
the light of nature, that it was discovered by se- ' 
veral of the most exalted heathens. It has been 
finely improved by many eminent divines of the 
last age, as in parlicular by archbishop Tillotson 
and Dr. Sherlock : but there is none who has 
raised such noble speculations upon it as Dr. Scot, 
in the first book of his Christian Life, which is 
one of the finest and most rational schemes of di- 
rinity that is written in our tongue, or in any 
[>ther. That excellent author has shown how 
Bvery particular custom and habit of virtue will) 
m its own nature, produce the heaven, or a state 
>f happiness, in him who shall hereafter practise 
it : as on the contrary, how every ciistom or habit 
>f vice will be the natural hell of him in whom it 
subsists. C. 
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Radius hoe aUqwd quandogne audeHs. 

I Juv.Sat.ii. 82. 

In time to greater baseness you'll proceed. 

r 

The first fteps towards ill are very carefully to be 
ivoided, for men insensibly go on when they are 
>ncc entered, and do not keep up a lively abhor- 
rence of the least un worthiness. There is a cer- 
»in frivolous falsehood that people indulge them- 
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selves in, which ought to be held in greater de- 
testation than it commonly meets with. What I 
mean is a neglect of promises made on small and 
indifferent occasions, such as parties of pleasure, 
entertainments, and sometimes meetings out of 
curiosity, in men of like faculties, to be in each 
other's company. There are many causes to which 
one may assign this light infidelity. Jack Sippet 
never keeps the hour he has appointed to come 
to a friend's to dinner ; but he is an insignificant 
fellow, who does it out of vanity. He could never, 
he knows, make any figure in company, but by 
giving a little disturbance at his entry, and there- 
^re takes care to drop in when he thinks you are 
just seated. He takes his place after having <Us- 
composed every body, and desires there may be 
no ceremony ; then does he begin to call himself 
the saddest ifellow, in disappointing so miany places 
as he was invited to elsewhere. It is the fop's 
vanity to name houses of better cheer, and to ac- 
quaint you that he chose yours out of ten dinners 
which he was obliged to be at that day. The last 
time I had the fortune to eat with him, he was 
imagining how very fat he should have been had 
he eaten all he had ever been invited to. But it 
is impertinent to dwell upon the manners of such 
a wretch as obliges all whom he disappoints, 
though his circumstances constrain them to be 
civil to him. But there are those that every one 
would be glad to see, who fall into the same detes- 
table habit. It is a merciless thing that any one 
can be at ease, and suppose a set of people who 
have a kindness for him, at that moment waiting 
out of respect to him, and refusing to taste their 
food or conversation with the utmost impatience. 
One of these promisers sometimes shall make his 
Excuses for not coming at all, so late that half 
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the company have only to lament, that they have 
neglected matters bf moment to meet him whom 
they find a tiifler. They immediately repent of 
the value they had for him ; and such treatment 
repeated, makes company never depend upon his 
promises any more ; so that he often comes at the 
middle of a meal, where he is secretly slighted 
by the persons with whom he cats, and.cursed by 
the servants, whose dinner is delayed by his pro- 
longing their master's entertainment. It is'won- 
<ierTul that men guilty this way could never 
have observed, that the whiling time, and gather* 
ing together, and w^ting a little time before din- 
ner, is the most awkwardly passed away of any 
part in the four-and-twenty hours. If they did 
think at all, they would reflect upon their guilt, 
in lengthening such a suspension of agreeable 
life. The constant offending this way has in a 
degree an effect upon the honesty of his mind who 
is guilty of it, as common swearing is a kind of 
habitual perjury. It makes the soul unattentiye to 
what an oath is, even while it utters it at the lips. 
Phocion beholding a wordy orator, while he was 
making a magnificent speech to the people, fid! 
of vain promises ; < Me thinks,' said he, '/ 1 am 
now fixing my eyes upon a cypress tree ; it has all 
the pomp and beauty imaginable in its branches, 
leaves, and height : but alas ! it bears no fruit.' 

Though the expectation which is raised by im- 
pertinent promises is thus barren, their -confi- 
dence, even after failures, is so great, that they 
subsist by still promising on. I have heretofore 
discoursed of the insignificant liar, the boaster, 
and the castle-builder, and treated them as no ill- 
designing men (though they are to be placed among 
the frivolous false ones,) but persons who fall into 
tiiat way purely to recommend themselves by 

DD 2 
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leir vivacities ; but indeed I cannot let heedless 
iromisers, though in the most minute circum- 
stances, pass with so slight a censure. If a man 
ihould take a resolution to pay only sums above 
an hundred pounds, and yet contract with differ- 
ent people debts of five and ten, how long can we 
suppose he will keep his credit ? This man will 
as long support his good name in business, as he 
will in conversation, who without difficulty makes 
assignations which he is indifferent whether he 
keeps or not. 

I am the more severe upon this vice, because I 
have been so unfortunate to be a very great 
criminal myself. Sir Andrew Frecport, and all 
my other friends who ai*e scrupulous to promises 
of the meanest consideration imaginable, from an 
habit of virtue that way, have often upbraided roe 
with it. 1 take shaine upon myself for this ciime, 
and more particularly for the greatest I ever 
committed of the sort, that when as agreeable a 
company of gentlemen and ladies as ever were 
got together, and -I forsooth, Mr. Spectator, to be 
of the party with women of merit, like a booby a; 
I was, mistook the time of meeting, and came th^ 
night following. I wish every fool who is neglj 
gent in this kind, may have as great a loss as 
had in this ; for the same company will nev 
meet more, but are dispersed into various pai 
of the world, and I am left under the compur 
lion that I deserve, in so many different places 
be called a trifler. 

This fault is sometimes to be accounted 
when desirable people are fearful of appear 
precise and reserved by denials ; but they will 
the apprehension of that imputation will be 
them into a childish impotence of mind, and i 
them promise all who are so kind to ask t 
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This leads such soft -creatures into the misfor- 
tune of seeming to return overtures of good-yvill 
with gratitude. The first steps in the breach of a 
man's integrity are much more important than 
men are aware of. The man who scruples not 
breaking his word in little things, would not suf- 
fer in his own conscience so great pain for fai- 
lures of consequence, as he who thinks every lit* 
tie offence against truth and justice a disparage- 
ment. We should not make any thing we our- 
selves disapprove habitual to us, if we would be 
sure of our integrity. 

I remember a falsehood of the trivial sort, 
though not in relation to assignations, that ex- 
posed a man to a very uneasy adventure. Will 
Trap and Jack Stint were chamber-fellows in the 
Inner-Temple about twenty-five years ago. They 
one night sat in the pit together at a comedy where 
they both observed and liked the. same young w6- 
man in the boxes. Their kindness for her entered 
both hearts deeper than they imagined. Stint 
had a good faculty in writing letters of love, and 
xna^e his address privately that way ; while Trap 
proceeded in the brdinary course, by money and 
her waiting maid. The lady ^ave them both en- 
couragement, received Trap mto the utmdst fa- 
vour, and answering at the same time Stint's let- 
ters, and giving him appointments at third places. 
Trap began to suspect the epistolary correspon- 
dence of his friend, and discovered also that Stint 
opened all his letters which came to their common 
lodgings, in order to form his own assignations. 
After much anxiety and restlessness. Trap came 
to a resolution, which he thought would break off 
their commerce with one another without any 
hazardous explanation. He therefore writ a let- 
ter in a feigned hand to Mr. Trap at his chambers 
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in the Temple. Stint, according to custom, seiz- 
ed and opened it, and was not a little surprised to 
find the inside directed to himself, when with 
great perturbation of spirit he read as follows : 

< MB. STINT, 

< You have gained a slight satisfaction at 
the expense of doing a very heinous crime. At 
the price of a faithful friend you have obtained an 
inconstant mistress. I rejoice in this expedient 
I have thought of to bt*eak my mind to you, and 
tell you, you are a base fellow, by a means which 
does not expose you to the affront except you de- 
serve it. I know, sir, as criminal as you are^ you 
have still shame enough to avenge yourself 
against the hardiness of any one that should pub- 
licly tell you of it. I therefore, who have recei- 
ved so many secret hurts from you, shall take 
satisfaction with safety to myself. I call you baact 
and you must bear it, or acknowledge it ; I tri- 
umph over you that you cannot come at me ; nor 
do I think it dishonourable to come in armour to 
assault him, who was in ambuscade when he 
wounded me. 

< What need more be said to convince you of 
being guilty of the basest practice imaginable, 
than that it is such as has made you liable to be 
treated after this manner, while you yourself can- 
not in your own conscience but allow the justice 
of the upbraidings of 

Your injured friend, 

T. Ralph Trap?* 
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■ Tibi aeriptus, matrona Ubellua, 

Mart. iU. 65. 

A book tlie chastest matron may peruse. 

When I reflect upon my labours for the public, I 
cannot but observe, that part of the species, of 
which I profess myself a friend and guardian, is 
sometimes treated with severity ; that is, there 
are in my writings many descriptions given of ill 
persons, and not any direct encomium made of 
^hose who are good. When I was convinced of 
this error, I could not but immediately ciall to 
mind several of the fair sex of my acquaintance, 
whose characters deserve to be transmitted to 
posterity in writings which will long outlive mine. 
But I do not think that a reason why I should not 
give them their place in my diurnal as long as it 
will last. For the service therefore of my female 
readers, I shall single out some characters of 
maids, wives, and widows which deserve the imi- 
tation of tlie sex. She who shall lead this small 
illustrious number of heroines shall be the amia- 
ble Fidelia. 

Before I enter upon the particular parts of her 
character, it is necessary to preface, that she is 
the only child of a decrepid father, whose life is 
bound up in hers. This gentlenian has used Fi- 
delia from her cradle with all the tenderness ima- 
ginable, and has viewed her growing perfections 
with the partiality of a parent, that soon thought 
her accomplished above the children of all other 
men, but ncv^r thought she was come to the ut- 
most improvement of which she herself was ca- 
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pable. This fondness has had very happy effects 
upon his own happiness ; for she reads, she dan- 
ces, she -sings, uses her spinet and lute to the ut- 
most perfection : and the lady's use of all these 
excellencies is to divert the old man in his easy 
chair, when he is out of the pangs of a chronical 
distemper. Fidelia is now in the twenty-third 
year of her £ige ; but the application of many lo- 
vers, her vigorous time of life, her quick sense of 
all that is truly gallant and elegant m the enjoy- 
ment of a plentiful fortune, are not able to Amw 
her from the side of her g^d old father. Certain 
it is, that there is no kind of affection so pure and 
angelic as that of a father to a daughter. He be- 
holds her both with, and without regard to her sex. 
In love to our wives there is desire, to our sons 
there is ambition : but in that to our daughters, 
there is something which there are no words to 
express. Her life is designed wholly domestici 
and she is so ready a friend and companion, that 
every thing thsrt passes about a man is accompa* 
nied with the idea of her presence. Her sex al- 
so is naturally so much exposed to hazard, both 
as to fortune and innocence, that there is perhaps 
a new cause of fondness arising from that consid- 
eration also. None but fathers can have a true 
sense of these sort of /pleasures and sensations; 
but my familiarity with the &ther of Fidelia, 
makes me let drop the words which I have heard 
him speak, and observe upon his tenderness to* 
wards her. 

Fidelia, on her part, as I was going to say, as 
accomplished as she is, with all her beauty, witf 
air, and mien, employs her whole time in care and 
attendance upon her father. How have I been 
charmed to see one of the most beautiful women 
the age has produced^ on her knees^ helping on an 
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old man's slipper ! Her filial regard to him is what 
she makes her diversion, her business, and her 
glory. When she was asked by a friend of her 
deceased mother to admit of the courtship of her 
son, she answered, that she had a great respect 
and gratitude to her for the overture in behalf of 
one so c(^ar to her, but that duving her father's life 
she would admit into her heart no value for any 
thing that should interfere with her endeavour to 
inake his remains of life as happy and easy as 
could be expected in his circumstances. The la- 
dy admonished her of the prime of life with |i 
smile ; which Fidelia answered with a frankness 
that always attends unfeigned virtue : < It is true, 
madam, there are to be sure very great satisfac- 
tions to be expected in the commerce of a man of 
honour, whom one tenderly loves ; but I find so 
much satisfaction in the reflection, how much I 
mitigate a good man's pains, whose welfare de- 
pends upon my assiduity about him, that I wil- 
lingly exclude the loose gratifications of passion 
for the solid reflections of duty. I know not 
whether any man's wife would be allowed, and 
(what I still more fear) I know not whether I, a 
wife, should be willing to be so oflicious as I am 
at present about my parent.' The happy fethef 
has her declaration that she will not marry during 
his life, and the pleasure of seeing that resolution 
not uneasy to her. Were one to paint filial affec* 
lion in its utmost beauty, he could not have a more 
lively idea of it than in beholding Fidelia serving 
her &ther at his hours of rising, meals, and r^st. 
^ When the |;eneral crowd of female youth are 
consulting their glasses, preparing for balls, as- 
semblies, or plays ; for a young lady who could 
be regarded among the foremost in those places^ 
either for her person, wit, fortune or conver^a- 
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tion, and yet contemn all these entertainments, to 
sweeten the heavy hours of a decrepid pareiit, is 
a resignation truly heroic. Fidelia performs the 
duty of a nurse with all the beauty of a bride; nor 
does she neglect her person, because of her at- 
tendance on him, when he is too ill to receive 
company, to whom she may make an appearance. 

Fidelia who gives him up her youth, does not 
think it any great sacrifice lo add to it the spell- 
ing of her dress.- Her care and exactness in her 
habit convince her father of the alacrity of her 
mind ; and she has of all women the best founda- 
tion for affecting the praise of a seeming negli- 
gence. What adds to the entertainment of the 
good old man is, that Fidelia, where merit and 
fonune cannot be overlooked by epistolary lovers, 
reads over the accounts of her conquests, plays 
on her spinet the gayest airs, (and while she is do- 
ing so you would think her formed only for gal- 
lantry) to intimate to him the pleasures she de- 
spises for his sake. 

Those who think themselves the pattern of 
good-breeding and gallantry would be astonished 
to hear that, in those intervals when the old gen- 
tleman is at ease, and can bear company, there are 
at his house, in the most regular order, assem- 
blies of people of the highest merit ; where there 
is conversation without mention of the faults of 
the absent, benevolence between men and women 
without passion, and the highest subjects of mo- 
rality treated of as natural and accidental dis- 
course ; all which is owing to the genius of Fide- 
lia, who at once makes her father's way to anoth- 
er world easy, and herself capable of being an 
honour to his n«ime in this. 
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* MR. SPECTATOR, 

< 1 was the other day at the Bear-garden, 
in hopes to have seen your short face ; but not 
being so fortunate, I must tell you by way of let- 
ter, that there is a mystery among the gladiators 
"which has escaped your spectatorial penetration. 
For, being in a box at an ale-house near that re- 
nowned seat of honour above mentioned, I over- 
heard two masters of the science agreeing to 
quarrel on the next opportunity. This was to 
happen in a company of a set of the fraternity of 
basket-hilts, who w6re to meet that evening. 
When this was settled, one asked the other, 
** Will you give cuts or receive ?" The other an- 
swered, " Receive." It was replied, " Are you a 
passionate man V ** No, provided you cut no 
more nor no deeper than we agree." I thought it 
my duty to acquaint you with this, that the people 
may not pay their money for fighting, and b^ 
cheated. 

Your humble servant, 
T. Scabbard Rusty.' 
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%iarenda pecumaprim^m. 



Virtuapott nummoa. 

HoR. 1 Ep. i. 53. 



-Get money, money still. 



And then let virtue follow if she will. 
* MR. spectator, 

* All men, through different paths, make 
at the same common things money -^ wdv\.v^\S4 

VOL. VJl, I'VE, 
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her ^ve owe the politician, the merchant and th< 
lawyer ; nay, to be free with you, I believe to tha 
also we are beholden to her for our Spectator. ] 
am apt to think, that could we look into our owi 
hearts, we should see money engraved in them 9 
more lively and moving characters than self-pres 
ervation ; for who can i*efiect upon the merchan 
hoisting sail in a doubtful pursuit of her, and ai! 
inankind sacrificing their quiet to her, but mus 
perceive that the characters of self-preservatior 
(which were doubtless originally the brightest] 
are sullied, if not wholly defaced ; and that those 
of money (which at first was only valuable as i 
mean to security) are of late so biightened, tha 
the characters of self-preservation, like a less ligh 
set by a greater, are become almost impercepti 
ble ? Thus has money got the upper hand of wha^ 
all mankind formerly thought most dear, viz. se- 
curity: and I wish I could say she had here put i 
stop to h€r victories ; but, alas ! common honest) 
fell a sacrifice to her. This is the way scholastic 
men talk of the greatest good in the world ; but I 
a tradesman, shall give you another account of this 
matter in the plain narrative of my own life. ] 
think it proper, in the first place, to acquaint mj 
readers that, since my setting but in the world 
which was in the year 1660, 1 never wanted mon- 
ey ; having begun with an indifferent good stock 
in the tobacco trade, to which I was bred ; and b] 
the continual successes it has pleased Providence 
to bless my endeavours with, I am at last arrivec 
at what they call a plum.* To uphold my dis- 
course in the mannerof your wits or philosophers, 
by speaking fine things, or drawing inferences ks 
they pretend, from the nature of the subject, I ac* 

* A cant word used bv cofl(^mjerciaI people, to sifmii^ aa 
100,000/. r , b / 
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count it vain ; having never found any thing in 
the writings of such men, that did not savour 
more of the invention of the brain, or what is sty- 
led speculation, than of sound judgment or profi- 
table observation. I will readily grant indeed, 
that there is what the wits call natural in their 
talk ; which is the utmost those curious authors 
can assume to themselves, and is indeed all they 
endeavour at, for they are but lamentable teacli^ 
ers. And what, I pray, is natural ? That which is 
pleasing and easy. — And what are pleasing and 
easy ? Forsooth, a new thought, or conceit dres- 
sed up in smooth quaint language, to make you 
smile and wag your head, as being what you never 
imagined before, and yet, wonder why you had 
not ; mere frothy amusements, fit only fov boys or 
silly women to be caught with ! 

* It is not my present intention to instruct my 
readers in the methods of acquiring riches ; that 
may be the work of another essay ; but to exhibit 
the real and solid advantages I have found by 
them in my long and manifold experience ; nor 
yet all the advantages of so worthy and valuable a 
blessing, (for who does not know or imagine the 
comforts of being warm or living at ease, and 
that power and pre-eminence are their insepara- 
ble attendants ?) but only to instance the great 
supports they afford us under the severest cala- 
mities and misfortune ; to show that the love of 
them is a special antidote against immorality and 
vice ; and that the same does likewise naturally 
dispose men to actions of piety and devotion. 
^1 which I can make out by my own experience, 
who think myself no ways particular from the 
rest of mankind, nor better nor worse by nature 
than generally other men are. 
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< In the year 1665, when the sickness* was, I 
lost by it my wife and two children, which were 
all my stock. Probably I might have had more, 
considering I was married between four and five 
years ; but finding her to be a teeming woman, I 
was careful, as having then little above a brace of 
thousand pounds to carry on my trade and main- 
tain a family with. I loved them as usually men 
do their wives and children, and therefore could 
not resist the first impulses of nature on so 
wounding a loss; but I quickly roused myself, 
and found means to alleviate, and at' last conquer, 
xny affliction,' by reflecting how that she and her 
children having been no great expense to me, the 
best part of her fortune was still left ; that my 
charge being reduced to myself, a journeyman, 
and a maid, I might live far cheaper than before ; 
and that being now a childless widower, I might 
perhaps marry a no less deserving woman, anil 
with a much better fortune than she brought, 
which was but 800/. And, to convince my readers 
that such considerations as these were proper and 
apt to produce such an effect, I remember it was 
the constant observation, at that deplorable time 
when so many hundreds were swept away daily, 
that the rich ever bbre the loss of their families 
and relations far better than the poor : th^ letter, 
having little or nothing before-hand, and liTUig 
from hand to mouth, placed the whole comfort 
and satisfaction of their lives in their wives and 
children, and were therefore inconsolable. 

* The following year happened the fire ; at 
which time, by good providence, it was my for- 
tune to have converted the greatest part of my 
eflects into ready money, on the prospect of an 
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rdinary advantage which I was preparing 
hold oh. This calamity was very terrible 
:onishing, the fury of the flames being such, 
hole streets, at several distant places, were! 
yed, at one and the same time, so that (as it 

known) almost all our citizens were burnt 

what they had. But what did I then do ! 

lot stand gazing on the ruins of our noble 

polis ; I did not shake my head, wring my 

sigh and shed tears ; I considered with 
r what could this avail ; I fell a-p}odding 
d vantages might be made of the ready cask 
; and immediately bethought myself that 
rful pennyworths might be boiight of the 
that were saved out of the fire. In shortj 
bout 2000/. and a little credit, I bought ad 
tobacco as raised my estate to the value of 
/. I then '' looked on the ashes of our city, 
s misery of its late inhabitants, as an effect 
just wrath and indignation of heaven to- 
a sinful and perverse people." 
ter this I ixiarried again ; and that wife 
I took another : but both proved to be idle 
;es : the first gave me a great deal of plague 
xation by her extravagancies, and I became 
the by- words of the city. I knew it would 
\o manner of purpose to go about to curb 
icies and inclinations of women, which fly 
e more for being restrained ; but what .1 
[ did ; I watched her narrowly, and by good 
bund her in the embraces (for which I had 
tnesses with me) of a wealthy spark of the 
end of the town ; of whom I recovered 
pounds, which made me amends for what 
^d idly squandered, and put a silence to all 
ighbours, taking off my reproach by the 
ley saw I had by it. The V^i^X ^\^^ ^wiX 

££ 2 
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two years after I married her, in labour of three 
children. I conjecture they were begot by a 
country-kinsman of hers, whom^ at her recom- 
mendation, I took into my family, and gave wages 
to as a journeyman. What this creature expended 
in delicacies and high diet for her kinsman (as 
well as I could compute by the poulterers', fish- 
monger's and grocer's bills), ^mounted in the said 
two years to one hundred eighty-six pounds four 
shillings and fivepence half-penny. The fine ap- 
parel, bracelets, lockets, and treats, &c. of the 
other, according to the best calculation, came, in 
three years and ^bout three quarters to seven hun- 
dred forty -four pounds seven shillings and nine- 
pence. After this I resolved never to marry 
more, and found I had been a gainer by my marri- 
ages, and the damages granted me for the abuses 
of my bed (all charges deducted) eight thousand 
three hundred pounds within a trifle. 

' I come now to show the good effects of the 
love of money on the lives of men, towards ren- 
dering them honest, sober, and religious* When 
I was a young man, I had a mind to make the best 
of my wits, and over-reached a country-chap in a 
parcel of unsound goods ; to whom, upon his up- 
braiding, and threatening to expose me for it, I 
returned the equivalent of his loss ; and upon his 
good advice, wherein he clearly demonstrated the 
folly of such artifices, which can never end but in 
shame, and the 4niin of all correspondence, I 
never after transgressed. Can your courtiers, 
who take bribes, or your la>vyers or physicians in 
their practice, or even the divines who intermed- 
dle in worldly affairs, Hjoast of making but one 
slip in their lives, and of such a thorough and 
lasting refovmallou I Since my coming into the 
world 1 de not vumeTCv\>^^ \ ^^^ ^^^^ v^vtxakftuin f 
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^rink, save tine times, once at the chilstening of 
itiy first child, thrice at our city feasts, and five 
times at driving of barg^ns. My reformation I 
can attribate to nothing so much as the love and 
esteem of money, for I found myself to be extra- 
vagant in my drink, and apt to turn projector, and 
make rash bargains. As for women, I never 
knew any except my wives : for my reader must 
know, and it is what we may confide in as an ex- 
cellent recipe, that the love of business and 
money is the greatest mortifier of inordinate de- 
sires imaginable, as employing the mind con- 
tinually in the careful oversight of what one has, 
in the eager quest after more, in looking after the 
negligences and deceits of servants, in the due 
entering and stating of accounts, ii^ hunting after 
chaps, and in the exact knowledge of the state of 
markets ; which things whoever thoroughly at- 
tends to, will find enough and enough to employ 

. his thoughts on every moment of the day ; so 
that I cannot call to mind, that in all the time I 
-was a husband, which, off and on, was above 
twelve years, I ever once thought of my wives 
but in bed. And, lastly, for religion, I have ever 
been a constant churchman, both forenoons and 
afternoons on Sundays, never forgetting to be 
thankful for any gain or advantage I had had that 
day ; and on Saturday nights, upon casting up my 
accounts, I always was grateful for the sum of 
my week's profits, and at Christmas for that of 
the whdTe year. It is true, perhaps that my de- 
votion has npt been the mosf fervent ; which I 
think, ought to be imputed to the evenness and 
sedateness of my temper, which never would ad- 
mit of any impetuosities of any sort : and I can 

^ remember that in my youth and prime of man- 
hood, when my blood ran b*ris\wer, 1 \.QQ>fc 5^\^^x^^ 
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pleasure ini religious exercises than at present« or 
many years past, and that my devDtipn sensibly 
declined as age, which is dull and unwieldy, came 
upon me. 

' I have, I hope, here proved, that the love of 
money prevents all immorality and vice ; which 
if you will not allow, you must, that the pursuit 
of it obliges men to the same kind of life as they 
would follow if they were really virtuous ; which 
is all I have to say at present, only recommend- 
ing to you, that you would think of it, and torn 
ready wit into ready money as fast as you can. I 
conclude, 

Your servant, 

T. Ephraiic -Wskd.' 
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'Jam sdtvtta apertam 



In rabiam capit vertijocut, et per honeatat 
Ire minax impttne domo t 

HoR.ii.Ep. 1.148. 

-Times corrupt and nature ill-inctioed 



I'roduc'd the point that left the sting behind ; 
Till, friend urith friend, and families at strife. 
Triumphant maliee rag'd through private life. 

Pops. 

Tu£R£ is nothing so scandalous to a government, 
and detestable in ihe eyes of all good pen, as de- 
famatory papers and pamphlets ; but at the same 
time there is nothing so dilRcult to tame as a sati- 
rical author. An angry writer who cannot appear 
in print, naturally vents his spleen in libels and 
lampoons. A gay old woman, says the fable, see- 
ing all her wrinkles represented in a large look- 
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ing-glass, threw it upon the ground in a passion, 
and broke it in a thousand pieces ; but as she was 
afterwards surveying the fragments with a spite-, 
ful kind of pleasure, she could not forbear utter- 
ing herself in the following soliloquy. ' What 
have I got by this revengeful blow of mine ? I 
have only multiplied my deformity, and see ah 
hundred ugly faces, where before I saw but one.* 

It has been proposed, to oblige every person 
that writes a book, or a paper, to swear himself 
the author of it, and ^nter down in a public register 
his name and place of abode. 

This indeed would have effectually suppressed 
all printed scandal, which generally appears under 
borrowed names, or under none at all. But it is 
to be feared that such an expedient would not only 
destroy scandal, but learning. It would operate 
promiscuously, and root up the com and tares 
together. Not to mention some of the most cele- 
brated works of piety, which have proceeded from 
anonymous authors, who have made it their merit 
to convey to us so great a charity in secret ; there 
are few works of genius that come out first with 
the author's name. The writer generally makes 
a trial of them in the world before he owns them ; 
and, I believe, very few, who are capable of writ- 
ing, would set pen to paper, if they knew before- 
hand that they must not publish their productions 
but on such conditions. For my own part, I must 
declare, the papers I present the public are like 
fairy favours, which shall last no longer than 
while the author is concealed. 

That which makes it particularly difficult to re- 
strain these sons of calumny and defamation is, 
that ail sides are equally guilty of it, and that eve- 
ry dirty scribbler is countenanced by great names, 
whose intei^est« he propagates by such vile and 
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infamous methods. I have never yet heard of a 
ministry who have inflicted an exemplary punish- 
ment on an author that has supported their cause 
vrith falsehood and scandal, and treated in a most 
cruel manner the names of those who have heen 
looked upon as theiv rivals and antagonists. — 
Would a government set an everlsusting mark of 
their displeasure upon one of those infamous 
writers, who makes his court to them by teariog 
to pieces the reputation of a competitor,, we should 
quickly see an end put to this race of vermin, 
that are a scandal to government, and a reproach 
to human nature. Such a proceeding would make 
a minister of state, shine in history, and would 
fill all mankind with a just abhorrence of persons 
who should treat him unworthily, and employ 
against him those arms which he scorned to make 
use of against his enemies. 

I cannot think that any one will be so unjust as 
to imagine, what I have here said is spoken with 
respect to any party or faction. Every one who 
has in him the sentiments either of a Christian or 
gentleman, cannot but be highly offended at this 
wicked and ungenerous practice, which is somuch 
in use among us at present, that it is become a 
kind of national crime, and distinguishes us from 
all the governments that lie about us, I cannot 
but look upon the finest strokes of ^atire which 
are aimed at particular persons, and which are 
supported even with the appearances of truth, to 
be the marks of an evil mind, and highly criminal 
in themselves. Infamy, like other punishments, 
is under the direction and distributioa of the 
magistrate, and not of any private person. Ac- 
cordingly we learn, from a fragment of Ciceroi 
that though there were very few capital punbh- 
mcnts in the tTje\\e xaXA^^^ ^ libel or iampoon, 
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which took away the good name of another, was 
to be punished by death. But this is far from 
being our case. Our satire is nothing but ribal- 
dry, and billingsgate. Scurrility passes for wit ; 
and he who can call names in the greatest variety 
of phrases, is looked upon to have the shrewdest 
pen. By this means the honour of families is ru- 
ined, the highest posts and greatest titles are ren- 
dered cheap and vile in the sight of the people,^ 
the noblest virtues and most exalted parts expos- 
ed to the contempt of the vicious and the ignorant. 
Should a forei^er, who knows nothing of our 
private factions, or one who is to act his part in 
the world when our present heats and animosities 
are forgot — should, I say, such an one form to 
himself a notion of the greatest men of all sides 
in the British nation, who are now living, from 
the characters which are given them in some or 
other of those abominable writings which are daily 
published among us, what a nation of monsters 
must we appear 1 

As this cruel practice tends to the utter sub- 
version of all truth and humanity among us, it 
deserves the utmost detestation and discourage- 
ment of all who have either the love of their 
country, or the honour of their religion at heart. 
I would therefore earnestly recommend it to the 
consideration of those who deal in these perni- 
cious arts of writing, and of those who take plea- 
sure in the reading of them. As for the first, I 
have spoken of them in former papers, and have 
iiot stuck to rank them with the murderer and 
assassin. Every honest man sets as high a value 
upon a good name, as upon life itself; and I can- 
not but think that those who privily assault the 
One, would destroy the other might they da vt 
with the same security and impuuity. 
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As for persons who take pleasure in &e reading 
and dispersing such detestable libels, I am afraid 
they fall very little short of the guilt of the first 
composers. By a law of the emperors Valentinian 
and Valensy it was made death for any person not 
only to write a libel, but, if he met with one by 
chance, not to tear or bum it. But because I 
would not be thought singular in my opinion of 
this matter, I shall conclude' my paper with the 
words of monsieur Bayle, who was a man of great 
freedom of thought as well as of exqubite learn- 
ing and judgment. 

< I cannot imagine, that a man who disperses a 
libel, is less desirous of doing mischief than the 
author himself. But what shall we say of the 
pleasure which a man takes in the reading of a 
defamatory libel ? Is it not a heinous tdn in the 
sight of God ? We must distinguish in this point. 
The pleasure is either an agreeable sensation we 
are affected with, when we meet with a witty 
thought which is well expressed, or it is a joy 
which we conceive from the dishonour of the per- 
son who is defamed. I will say nothing to the 
first of these cases ; for perhaps some would 
think that my morality is not sevei*e enough, if I 
should affirm that a man is not master of those 
agreeable sensations, any moi*e than of those occa- 
sioned by sugar or honey, when they touch his 
tongue ; but as to the second, every body will own 
that pleasure to be a heinous sin. The pleasure 
in the first case is of no continuance ; it prevents 
our reason and reflection, and maybe immediate- 
ly followed by a secret grief, to see our neigh- 
bour's honour blasted. If it does not cease im- 
mediately, it is a sign that we are not displeased 
with the ill-nature of the satirist, but are glad u> 
see him defame Vv\^ ^n^m^ by all kinds of stories \ 
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len we deserve the punishment to ivhich 
riter of the libel is subject. I shall here add 
ords of a modern author. St. Gregory upon 
nmunicating those writers who had disho- 
d Castorius, does not except those who 
heir works ; because, says he, if calumniea 
ilways been the delight of their hearers, and 
ification of those persons who have no other 
tage over honest men, is not he who takes 
ire in reading them as guilty as he who com- 
them ? It is an uncontested maxim, that 
vho approve an action, would certainly do it. 
^ could ; that is, if some reason. of self-love 
»t hinder them. There is no difference) says 
o, between advising a crime, and approving 
m committed. The Roman law confirmed 
kaxim, having subjected the approvers and 
rs of this evil to the same penalty. We 
herefore conclude, that those who are pleas- 
th reading defamatory libels, so far as to apr 
the authors and dispersers of them, are a$ 
as if they had composed them ; for, if they 
b write such libels themselves, it is because 
lave not the talent of writing, or because 
/vill run no hazard.' 

e author produces other authorities to copi* 
ds judgment in this partigular. 
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JEtt natura honUnum novitatit avida. 

Plin. mpc 

Human nature is fond of novelty. 

There is no humpur in my countryme 
am more inclined to wonder at, than the 
thirst after news. There are about ha 
ingenious men, who live very plentii 
this cariosity of their fellow subjects. 
of them receive the same advices fro 
and very often in the same words ; but 
of cooking it is so very different, that tl 
citizen, who has an eye to the public ] 
can leave the coffee-house with a peac 
before he has given every one of them 
These several dishes of news are so ve 
ble to the palate of my countrymen, tha 
not only pleased with them when they arc 
hot, but when they are again set cold be! 
by those penetrating politicians who ^ 
public with their reflections and observa 
every piece of intelligence that is sent 
abroad. The text is given us by one s 
«rs, and the comment by another. 

But notwithstanding we have the sam 
us in so many di^erent papers, and, i 
requires, in so many aiticles of the sai 
notwithstanding, in a scarcity of fore 
we hear the same story repeated by dii 
vices from Paris, Brussels, the Hague, 
every great town in Europe; notwit 
the multitude of annotations, explan: 
flections, and various readings whish 
through, our Uia^ \\^^ Vk'^^N^f ou our 
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tht arrival of a fresh mail : we long to receive 
further particulars, to hear what will be the next 
step, or what will be the consequences of that 
which we have already taken. A westerly wind 
keeps the whole town in suspense, and puts a stop 
to conversation. 

This general curiosity has been raised and in- 
flamed by our late wars, and, if rightly directed, 
might be of good use to a person who has such a 
thirst awakened in him. Why should not a man, 
who takes delight in reading every thing that is 
new, apply himself to history, travels, and other 
writings of the same kind, where he will find per- 
petual fuel for his curiosity, ^nd meet with much 
more pleasure and improvement than in these 
papers of the week ? An honest tradesman, who 
languishes a whole summer in expectation of a 
battle, and perhaps is baulked at last, may here 
meet with half a dozen in a day. He may jread 
the news of a whole campaign in less time 
thaxk he now bestows upon the products uf a single 
post. Fights, conquests, and revolutions, lie 
thick togeSier. The reader's curiosity is raised 
and satisfied every moment, and his passions dis<» 
appointed or gratified, without being detained in 
a state of uncertainty from day to day, or lyin^ at 
the mercy of the sea and wind ; in short, the mmd 
is not here kept in a perpetual gape after know- 
ledge, nor punished with that eternal thirst which 
is the portion of all our modem news-mongers 
and cofiee-house politicians. 

All matters of fact, which a man did not know 
before, are news to him ; and I do not see bow 
any haberdasher in Cheapside is more concerned 
in the present quarrels of the Cantons, than he 
was in that of the League. At least, I believe, 
every one will allow me it \a gf mot^ vq!kY)it\3»v^<^ 
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to an Englisftnan to know the iustory of his an« 
cestors than that of his contemporaries who^ltre 
upon the banks of the Danube or the Borysthenes. 
As for those who are of another mind, I shall re* 
commend to them the following letter from a pro- 
jector who is willing to turn a penny by this tt* 
markable curiosity of his countrymen. 

< MR. SPECTATOR, 

^ You must have observed, that nen who 
frequent coffee-houses, and delight in news, are 
pleaded with every thing that is matter of fietctyio 
it b^ what they have not heard before. A victory, 
or a defeat, are equally agreeable to them. The 
shutting of a cardinal's mouth pleases them one 
post, and the opening of it another. They are 
glad to hear the French court is removed M 
Marii, and are afterwards as much delighted with 
its return to Versailles. They read the adver* 
tisements with the same curiosity as the articles 
of public news ; and are as pleased to hear of a 
nye-bald horse that is strayed out of a field near 
Islington, as of a whole troop that have been en- 
gaged in any foreign adventure. In short, they 
have a relish for every thing that is news, let the 
matter of it be what it will ; or, to speak more 
properly, they are men of a voracious appetite, 
bui no taste. Now, sir, since the great fountaim 
of news, I mean the war, is very near being dried 
up ; and since these gentlemen have contracted 
such an inextinguishable thirst after it; I hate 
taken their case and my own into consideration, 
and have thought of a project which may tarn to 
the advantage of us both. I have thoughts of pub* 
lishing a daily puper, which shall comprehend ia 
it all the most remarkable occurrences in eveiy 
little towU) viiWge) vni b^uoalet) that li« wkhii 
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ten miles of London, or, in other i^ords, within 
the verg^ of the penny -post. I have pitched upon 
this scene of intelligence for two reasons; firsts 
because the carriage of letters will he rery cheap ; 
and, secondly, because I may receive them every 
day. By this means my readers will have their 
news fresh and fresh, and many wofthy cidzenB> 
•who cannot sleep with any satisfaction at present, 
for want of being informed how the world goes, 
in^y go to bed contentedly, it being my design to 
put out my paper every night at nine o'clock pre- 
cisely. I have already established corresponden- 
ces in these several places, and received very g^ood 
intelligence. 

< By my last advices from Knightsbridge I hear, 
that a horse was clapped into the pound on the 
third instant, and that he was not released when 
the letters came away. 

< We are informed from Pankridge,* that a do- 
zen weddings were lately celebrated in the mo- 
ther-church of that place, but are referred to their 
next letters for the names of the parties concerned, 

' Letters from Brumpton advise, that the wi- 
dow Blight had received several visits from John 
Milldew ; which affords great matter of specula- 
^on in those parts. 

* By a fisherman who lately touched at Ham- 
mersmith, there is advice from Putney, that a 
certain person well known in that place, is like to 
lose his election for churchwarden; but this be- 
ing boat-news, w0 cannot give entire credit to it. 

'Letters from Paddington bring little more, 
than that William Squeak, the sow-gelder, passed 
through that place the fifth instant. 

' They advise from Fulham, that things remain- 
ed there in the same stato they were. They had 

* Pancras, then a &duonable plafie &« '<9i^^<Kvd.^« 
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intelligence, just as the letters came away, of 
tub of excellent ale just set a broach at Parson' 
Green ; but this wanted confirmation. 

* I have here, sir, given you a specimen of th 
news with which I intend to entertain the town 
and which, when drawn up regularly in the foro 
of a newspaper, will, I doubt not, be very accepts 
ble to many of those public-spirited readers, wIm 
take more delight in acquainting themselves wid 
other people's business than their own. I hope i 
paper of this kind, which lets us know what ii 
done near home, may be more useful to us thai 
those which are filled with advices from Zug am 
Bender, and make some amends for that deartl 
of intelligence, which we may justly apprehenc 
from times of peace. If I find that you receive 
this project fiivourably, I will shortly trouble yoi 
with one or two more : and in the mean time am 
most worthy sir, witli all due respect. 

Your iiiusi obedient 
C. and humble servant.' 
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